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ones 20, 1980, after a £ive year suspension, draft re- 
mistuaeren returned to the United States amid scattered protests. 
Men born in 1960 were to register the first of a two week re- 
gistration period, filling out cards with their names, addresses, 
Social Security numbers and other information at local post offices 
Those men born in 1961 were required to register the following 
week. Men born in 1962 will be required to register the week 
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turn 18 years old. 

During the initial two week draft registration period, 
individuals and organizations opposed to registration held 
mabetesyebearletted and picketted the nation's post offices, 
conducted counseling sessions for registration-age males, 
and sponsored meetings to discuss and answer questions about 
registration and alternatives to registration. 

The focus of this thesis is the reawakening resistance 
to President Carter's registration plans as demonstrated by 
meetings on registration and alternatives to registration 
sponsored by anti-registration groups, as well as by anti- 
draft literature published by national anti-draft organizations. 

The objectivesof this research are (1) To determine who 
the leaders of the local draft registration meetings are; (2) 
To determine the extent of their support at these meetings; 
(3) To gather data on the alternatives to draft registration 
offered at these meetings as well as in current anti-draft 
literature; (4) To gather data on the effectiveness of such 
ieee smrinGOnviIme noe drart-age youth not to register or to 
register under protest; (5) To offer predictions, based on 
the history of draft resistance in America and on the obser- 
Vaetons Made above, On the impact of such groups on future 
attempts to bring back the draft. 
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Onmeuly 2i, 1980, atter a five year suspension, draft 
registration returned to the United States amid scattered 
meeeoto. Men bOrn in 1960 were to register the first of 
a two week registration period, filling out cards with 
their names, addresses, Social Security numbers and other 
information at local post offices. Those men born in 1961 
were required to register the following week. Men born in 
1962 will be required to register the week beginning 
January 5, 1981. After that, men will register as thev 
Miele years old. 

During the initial two week draft registration period, 
individuals and organizations opposed to registration held 
Peemese teatletted and picketted the nation's past offices, 
conducted counseling sessions for registration-age males, 
and sponsored meetings to discuss and answer questtons about 
registration and alternatives to registration, 

The focus of this thesis is the reawakening resistance to 
President Carter's registration plans as demonstrated by 
meetings on registration and alternatives to registration 
Sponsored by anti-registration groups, as well as by anti- 
draft literature published by national anti-draft organizations. 

The objectives of this research are (1) To determine who 
the leaders of iocal draft registration meetings are; (2) To 
determine the extent of their support at these meetings; 
Wyeetome2uner data on the alternatives to draft registration 
offered at these meetings as well as in current anti-draft 
literature; (4) To gather data on the effectiveness of such 
meetings in convincing draft-age youth not to register or 
to register under protest; (5) To offer predictions, based on 
eiiemiustOry .OLt draft resistance in America and on the observa- 
tions made above, on the impact of such groups on future 
eects sO bring back the draft. 








"We're asking a very minor demonstration of committment and 
Pwlenmmdmnem trom Americans... I will carry it out regard- 
Me-soweteony Obstacle which might arise in this country." 


--President Carter defending his draft registration program 
Sulby 25, 1980. 


MWe will not cooperate with military registration.,. non- 
cooperation is the best way to demonstrate our opposition 
Boe eara.t and militarism... We do not take this position 
lightly. Prison, exile or the underground is hell, but war 
coon se . | 


--From a statement circulated by Rich Stryker and Mark Furman, 
two young men of draft age, as quoted from an American Friends 
Service Committee pamphlet. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 


A. DORAFT REGISTRATION RESUMES 

Seer, 21, 1980, after a five year suspension, draft 
registration returned to the United States amid scattered 
maereotoee wen born in 1960 were to register the first of 
a two week registration period, filling out cards with 
their names, addresses, Social Security numbers and other 
information at local post offices. Those men born in 1961 
were required to register the following week, Men born in 
1962 will be required to register the week beginning 
January 5, 1981. After that, men will register as they 
turn 18 years old. 
| The demonstrations that occured during the initial 
two week registration period, although relatively calm 
and peaceful, brought back still-raw memories of Vietnam 
era clashes between the Selective Service System and anti- 
war groups intent on disrupting the draft, It is evident 
that the revitalization of the Selective Service System 
Pwolemns, deep standby status'’ has also resulted ina 
revitalization of anti-draft groups who view registration 
Sommuste tie first step toward a draft. 

The actual induction of draftees ended in December 
ncn i ne stenime Of the Vietnam Peace Agreement, it 


Was publicly announced in January 1973 that the draft, 





Megaity due to expire in June, would be suspended, In 
Pe eoeeteotcent Ford issued a proclamation which ended the 
requirement that those subject to the Military Selective 


service Act register with Selective Service. 


B. BACKGROUND 
1. Debate on the All-Volunteer Force 

PeEneStesmmce 1tS inception, the All=Volunteéer Force 
has been a subject of considerable debate. Looming as the 
central issue in this debate is the ability of the United 
emomesetO tUltill its numerous and wide-ranging Committments 
and interests around the globe. One aspect of this current 
controversy involves the manpower readiness of the All- 
Volunteer Force. Numerous hearings on military manpower 
nave been held in recent years by committees of both the 
House and the Senate. These hearings have addressed 
Suemeaguestions as the ability of the All-VolunteeYr Force 
to attract sufficient numbers of volunteers to meet its 
figedse tne ability of the All-Volunteer Force to attract 
SMe ererently qualified volunteers to operate increasingly 
sophisticated military hardware, and the disproportionate 
percentage of minorities that make up the military service 
today. 

2. Public Opinion Toward Registration and the Draft 
As military manpower problems become more and more 


publicized, the public has become more receptive to 
9 








meotstration and a draft. A Gallup poll taken during the 
semmer “Of 1979 indicated that the public voted 76 to 17 
wemecie in favor of a system of universal registration. 
Draft-age youths favored a system of universal regis- 
Peron Dy a 75 to 20 percent margin. On a proposal to 
revive the military draft, the public was evenly divided 
poppies those of draft-age opposed such a proposition by 
femme 25 percent margin. [Gallup Opinion Imdex, 
pasust, 1979]. Public attitudes had grown more fayor- 
able toward a draft since a March 1977 Gallup poll when 
$6 percent favored a return to the draft and 54 percent 
Heme Opposed. [Gallup Opinion Index, May 1977]. 
3. Legislative Trends Toward Registration and the Draft 
Proposed legislation in Congress reflected growing 
military manpower concerns. In 1979, a number of bills were 
metroadueed both in the U.S. Senate and House of Represent- 
memes to deal with these perceived manpower shortagesi. Some 
of the possibilities offered by these bills were (1) Com- 
pbsonry National service, with an option of entering a 
feebiearee Om Civilian program; (2) Compulsory registration 
pech nowdraft immediately; (Sje Registratiionawath a 
Wimited draft. Stone, 1979]. None of these brlls got 
Ven Mtawewith an election year so near. In the fall of 
iDvommasbiull to require men to regasster for malitary con- 


scription was so badly defeated in the House that Senator 
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Sam Nunn, a leader in the bring-back-the-draft movement. 
said that there was no point in debating it in the Senate, 
Senator Jacob Javits of New York added that anyone who 
siegested a peacetime draft would be committing political 
suicide in an election year. [Beck, 1980]. With the passage 
of HR 4040, which was the defense authorization bill for 
fiscal year 1980, the issue was placed in the lap of President 
weomeccmu. sn. +040 @riginally included a provision that directed 
pilewrPresident to commence registration effective January 1, 
1981 of male persons who became 18 years or older on that 
dee however, this section was removed and a study pro- 
Poo eeco be Made by the President early in 1980, was sub- 
Seaeuted . 

Mmeomeootacie Garcer’s Proposal to Resume Registration 

Zoro Pecos OOS tatesormthne Unionmaddressie Pires - 

ident Carter had expressed opposition to a peacetime draft 
ane@ewitnneld his support for draft registration. Following 
in the wake of the Iranian hostage crisis and the Russian 
ipmeslonmor Arghanistan;, President Carter's State of the 
Union message proposed the resumption of registration and 
the revitalization of the Selective Service System. Citing 
ememoemret invasion of Afghanistan as a reason for the 
ROU momoOrepOolicy, the President has sard, ‘Registration 


for the draft is needed to increase our preparedness and 


ie 





mearcuncner demonstration of our resolve as a nation.” 
Mecmeresstonal Dirgest, April, 1980], 
2. Protest Reaction to Registration Plans 

P@ccldcntaGdimcer Secall for a -resunption-or Graft 
megiatration reawakened opposition to the draft on college 
compuses. The participants included some of the leading 
anti-war activists of the Vietnam War years. Chants such 
Paco temon ve won't co!'' again rang out across the 
Wisconsin campus at Madison. At Stanford, veteran anti-war 
activist David Harris led 700 students in protests; others 
there burned a mock draft card. [Beck, 1980]. Daniel 
Ellsberg urged Stantord students to 'mutiny against the 
draft.'' A thousand students rallied at Berkeley. At 
Harvard, Nobel Laureate George Wald urged a group of pro- 
Meowors to “take control of your lives...Learn to say no to 
Mieweis weenme.” In Philadelphia, the Central Committee for 
Conscientious Objectors announced that it was reviving its 
nationwide network of draft counselors. A member of the 
Committee stated, "The U.S. has never had a draft registra- 
tion without the draft and we have rarely had a draft with- 


Cuemwar. | 11 February 80]. In the largest demon- 


[Time, 
Seemerommro DroOtest President Carter's pians to resume 
Dimemmeatstration, S0,000 pretestérs, mostly of draft-age, 


marched in Washington, D.C. during the weekend of March 22, 


le2 





1980. They were led by anti-war activist David Harris, 
Petdewellinger of Chicago Seven fame, black activist 
Stokely Carmichael, and Bella Abzug, the feminist and former 
representative. [New York Times, 23 March 80]. During 
President Carter's acceptance speech as the Democratic 
Mibmeceror rresident, he drew a strong guhtteral boo from 
the crowd at Madison Square Garden when he menttoned his 
draft registration plan. 

Bewever, tere was equally ’strongmevidence to suggest 
Semeonretor the draft registration plan. A poll of students 
at 42 colleges in November 1979 by Opinion 18, a student 
poumeime Organization, found that 45 percent favored regrs- 
tration while 55 percent opposed it. [Beck, 1980]. Students 
Dolled by the Harvard Crimson were divided almost equally; 

50 percent against draft registration, 47 percent in favor 
Peer moo. ll February 80]. .In a survey taken at 
Berkeley, a stronghold of anti-war sentiment during the 
mesos a SUrDrising 51 percent polled said they would 

Serve in the military if drafted. [U.S. News, 25 February 80]. 
In a New York Times/CBS News poll of 1556 registered voters 
taken in mid-February 1980, 57 percent of the Democrats and 
55 percent of the Republicans favored resuming the military 


draft. [New York Times, 20 February 80}. 





eee roeus OF THE RESEARCH 

The focus of the research is the reawakening resistance 
Bomemecident Carter's draft registration plans as demon- 
strated by meetings on registration and alternatives to 
registration sponsored by anti-registration groups, as well as 
PMeaeteeracure published by national anti-draft organizations 
used to advise youth on registration and their alternatives 
Memmercistration. The purpose of this thesis is to provide 
insight into anti-registration efforts being made by these 
groups in order to gauge their effectiveness in persuading 
mimerrdaualsS not to register and to offer some predictions 


Smeencit impact on future efforts to revive the draft. 


Peeeosee rivers OF THE RESEARCH 

The objectives of this research are (1) To determine who 
the leaders of local draft registration meetings are; 
mle Getermine the extent of their support at these meet- 
ings; (3) To gather data on the alternatives to draft re- 
Pues traeton Ofrered at these meetings as well as in current 
anti-draft literature; (4) To gather data on the effective- 
MessmOumsuch Meetings in COnvincing draft-age youth not to 
Gegmetemnonm to. register under protest; (5) To offer pre- 
weearemce pasca On the history of draft resistance in America 
and on the observations made above, on the impact of such groups 


on future attempts to bring back the draft. 


14 





Pec UrstLONS OF THE RESEARCH 

Based on the above objectives, this thesis proposes to 
answer the following questions: (1) Who are the leaders 
of these draft registration meetings? Do they have previous 
Seocmmence Inv-other activist organizations? Are they 
feevtOus Gdratt resisters or conscientious objectors? (2) 
What is the extent of their support at these meetings? How 
many people show up at the meetings? Who shows up at the 
meetings? Draft-age youth? Parents? Mineritties? Who 
eomerelpaces during the meetings? (3) What altermatives to 
draft registration and other advice do the leaders of draft 
registration meetings and the anti-draft literature offer? 
Do the leaders try to sell certain alternatives? Do the 
leaders engage in political rhetoric or emotional arguments 
With the audience? Do the leaders explain the legal ramifica- 
tions of not registering? What do the leaders see as potential 
legal defenses for individuals who refuse to register for the 
draft? (4) How effective are these meetings in influencing 
draft-age males not to register for the draft? (5) What im- 
pacummeouwld these groups have on future attempts to bring back 
the draft in a limited war situation (for example, defending 


U.S. interests in the Persian Gulf)? 


15 





EeeereorARCH METHODOLOGY 

The primary method of gathering data was attendance 
at four draft registration meetings sponsored by various 
Emganizations opposed to President Carter’s draft regi’stra- 
tion plan. These meetings were open to the general public. 
mines meetings took place during registration, the other tn 
September. Observed were meetings in Monterey and Seaside, 
California sponsored by the local chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union; one meeting in Santa Cruz, California 
sponsored by the Resource Center for Non-Vitolence; and one 
Heecile im San Diego, California on the campus of San Diego 
state University sponsored by Students for Peace. Supplement- 
ing this data are draft literature from three national anti- 
Sveeemorcani zations: the Central Committee for Conscirentious 
Objectors, the American Friends Service Committee, and the 
Committee Against Registration and the Draft, as well as data 


provided from current newspaper and magazine articles. 


G. ORGANIZATION OF THE RESEARCH 

Gmmeer One has briefly described the current events 
ftea@eneeup to President Carter's proposal to resume draft 
poeta thonm and the initial reactions to it, and has out- 
lined the focus, objectives and methodology of the research. 


The controversy surrounding the draft has always been a part 


Siege wsmerican military tradition. Chapter Two will put the 


16 





BMim@emeGeslStanee efforts against registration in historical 
perspective, examining American attitudes and reactions to 
conscription from pre-colonial times through the Vietnam 

War. Chapter Three will display the data obtained from the 
four registration meetings attended and current anti-draft 
literature. Chapter Four will address the questions of the 
research previously posed, present the implications of the 
findings and offer some general observations of the current 


resistance to draft registration. 


i 





een LOAN LEPARY TRADITION 


The debate on military manpower procurement and the 
issues raised by the draft are not new. These questions 
have gone on unresolved throughout American history, Now 
fmsooticewitn President Carter's call for draft registra- 
tion and the increasing acceptability of a draft by the 


American people that this debate is about to erupt again. 


a 
a 


Rieepunpose of this chapter is to provide perspective ton 
mie Current draft registration controversy in the light of 


American military traditions. 


Peete COLONPRLSMILITARY SYSTEM 

The early settlers of America brought with them from 
England a long heritage of compulsory military service. 
Not only was it their heritage, but due to the dangers 
that these early explorers faced in the new world, it was 
important that every able-bodied male contribute to the 
defense of his settlement. This "citizen’s army" met the 
needs of the colonists who, for the most part, hated to 
leave their homes and families unattended to fight ina 


Srerame or prolonged battle. 


tohis overview of American conscrintion draws heavily 
Seommmiemwork of O'Sullivan and Mechler (1974). 
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1 


Piestirst law that provided for compulsory military 
service in the new world was enacted in Virginia in 1629, 
From this time until the outbreak of the Revolutionary War 
approximately two hundred separate acts affirming the prin- 
Cipals of compulsory military service were passed in the 
eoueonmnes by the various political subdivisions... Despite 
this seemingly overwhelming embrace of compulsory military 
service by the colonists, in reality there was very little 
organization of a centralized military force or enforce- 
ment of these numerous provisions. As the level of danger 
that faced the colonists subsided, the number of required 
military training days decreased and the number of exemptions 
Seonmittrcary service granted increased. Although the 
tradition of universal military training rematned a part 
of colonial life, the actual requirements placed on individuals 
became less and less stringent. 

Briefly, the colonial military system worked in the 
peustowing Way. The “common militia’ were responsible for 
the local defense. The militia consisted of men who, for 
the most part, spent the minimum number of days in military 
training as specified by the law. Men who were willing to 
devote more time towards military training and who were 
better equipped were part of a "volunteer militia" dedicated 
aemciiotame or long-term military engagememt. In an emergency, 


the various legislatures would issue a call for additional 


LS 


A> 





volunteers from the common militia. to serve in the volunteer 
militia. if none were forthcoming, a draft was issued. 

Reactions to these draft calls were often violent. 
iMfemrOoremest example of this opposition to the draft prior to 
emermanerican Revolution occured in 1755 in Virginia. When 
voluntary methods failed to raise adequate manpower to fight 
ereernenen, Governor Dinwiddie asked the Virginia legislature 
memenectrdratt lecislation, Primartly due to the inequities 
of the subsequent draft law, a mob stormed the Fredericksburg 
city jail and released draftees who had been jailed as deserters 
Pomomemiea S tirst draft riot. During this time, there was 
a high rate of desertion throughout the colonies. 

fitewcolonial military system that developed prior to 
the Revolutionary War would essentially be a model for the 
American military system up until 1940. That is, America 
would depend on a volunteer force for the common defense 
Aoreeengemeacetime, resorting to a draft, if needed, during 
an emergency. 

During the American Revolution, voluntary means of 
providing the Continental Army with manpower failed. [In 
puclcmmeomattract long-term volunteers, substantial bounties 
WelMmmaceclotiing, land and money were offered. The practices 
Cummemimon substitutes and paying a fine to escape the draft 
were continued. Bounties escalated rapidly as the Continental 


Army bid against individual state militias for manpower. In 
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my Opmeaosachusetts enacted compulsory milrtary service and 
the rest of the states followed suite within the next two 
years. Widespread opposition to compulsory military service 
was once again demonstrated by the reluctance of the state 
legislatures to invoke it, by the sporadic mob violence 
against the draft in which people were killed and wounded, 
and by the high desertion rate which one historian estimated 
Momnave been 50 percent. 

After the Revolutionary War, the problems of defense 
and manpower procurement were dropped to be debated early 


ia the War of 1812, 


B. THE CONTINUING DEPENDENCE ON A VOLUNTEER MILITIA 

Opposition to a large standing army, centrally con- 
trolled by the federal government was evident during the 
imo eeonstitucional Convention. Spending considerable time 
on the question of national defense, the delegates drew up 
eeeemoeltution which provided for civilian supremacy over 
the military, named the president as civilian commander in 
chief responsible to Congress, and relied on a professional 
army reinforced by the state militias. 

In an attempt to regulate the militia, Congress adonvted 
mfemraebitra Act of 1792. This act required all able -bodied 
males between the ages of 18 and 45 to be enrolled in the 


i(omeeeras Of their states. 





Beever, athere were Significant drawbacks to this,legis- 
lation. First of all, there was no federal supervision of 
mace stadee militias. This omission reflected the continuing 
Mears that Congress had of a strong, federally controiled military 
force. <A second weakness was that citizens were to provide 
their own equipment. Finally, no penalties were stipulated 
mer womparticipation. In effect, the states maintained a 
meme orig On their militias, a condition which. held through- 
out the War of 1812 and into the Mexican War. President 
Washington's idea of a national militia was never realized, 
facmemerieans demonstrated once again their distrust of a 
ieesomecitrally controlled army and their preference for a 
iemececr force during peacetime. 

Em@eveimethe War or $12, Secretary of War John Armstrong 
Suggested the use of a federal draft. His proposal was met 
with such opposition that it was shelved. With the fall of 
Washington D.C. and continued manpower shortfalls, the new 
Secretary of War James Monroe proposed a comprehensive draft 
Howe tne Senate version of this bill calied for the draft- 
meme tnou,000 Militia men for two years service. Debate 
Some his bill in the Howse was intense with Daniel Webster 
miereely denouncing the proposed draft legislation as un- 
Semsctitutional. The draft bill was between Senate and House 
conferences when a turn in American military fortunes allowed 
the bill to die. Between the War of 1812 and the Mexican War 
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in 1846, attempts to strengthen the inherent weaknesses 

in the manpower defense posture of the United States by 
Beeretaries of War John C. Calhoun and Joel R, Poinsett 

Mere Tejected in the absence of any impending military threat. 
During the Mexican War the United States relied on the regular 
army and on the organized militia. These organized militias 
were mobilized by calls made to the governors from the Pres- 
Mteme iM a way similar to the calling up of the National 


Guard today. 


meee tne sb iRIH OF FEDERAL CONSCRIPTION 

As the war between the North and the South approached, 
neither side made plans for manpower procurement. As before, 
eaeres was a reliance on the organized militia, individual 
volunteers from each state, and a few troops from the small 
regular army. Indeed, early in the conflict there did not 
seem to be a need for a draft. Initially, volunteers were 
plentiful and enthusiastic. However, as the scope and in- 
meiemeeye Or the Civil War increased, it became apparent 
that reliance upon a small regular army backed bv volunteers 
Was not adequate. Conditions totally new to the American 
military experience forced adoption of the first American 
pedegatbedrart law. The South initiated a draft on April 16, 
Msoeemetne Worth adopted a federal draft nearly a vear later on 


Mereh 5, 18635. 





Mimemen Orem, enrolling officers” went from door to 
meer in an effort to enroll eligible men for the draft. 

This enrollment method was one of the most antagonistic 
memeures Of the draft. To evade this enrollment procedure, 
thousands of men moved from one locality to another. The 
Seevaeron became SO critical that President Lincoln ordered 
@rtteamy persons participating in draft resistance or 
encouraging such activity would be subject to martial law and 
court martial. Several newspapers were also prosecuted for 
attacking the draft. 

There was also violent opposition to the draft in the 
feem Of full scale rioting such as that which broke out 
Mmienew YOrk City on July 13, 1863. The draft, with its built 
in inequities favoring the rich over the poor, sparked the 
outbreak which has been called the most violent insurrection 
in American history. Somewhere between two hundred and five 
hundred lives were lost with property damage running into 
the millions of dollars. Federal troops had to be called 
Eeom the Gettysburg battlefield to help restore order. 

Sever clots related to the draft occured in every state 
of the union. None were as costly or dramatic as those in 
New York City, however. 

The South, whose drpart law was aS equally unjust, aid 


foemenecunter the violent reaction to the draft found in 
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Eiemm Omen. However, negative reactions to the draft by 
several Southern governors hindered its cause. The difficulty 
Biatechese governors Created in enforcing the draft laws is 
reflected in a statement by the Confederate superintendent 
Seecomscription, John S. Preston: ''From one end of the 
Confederacy to the other, every constituted authority, every 
officer, every man and woman is engaged in opposing the 
panomline Officer in the execution of his duties." 

foemecoia, the Contederacy raised 300,000 soldiers to 
Bpetescme-third of its army by the draft, The Union"s figure 
1s less impressive: of the 2,666,999 men who served in the 
Pitot seonly +6 34/ were drafted, The total called 
mas) 770,829. %(|[Friedman, 1971], 

The draft during the Civil War failed as a direct means 
Seeproducing manpower. Its principle advantage was that it 
eieomracea men to volunteer for military service. Volunteers 
mere Given generous bounties for enlisting, and there was a 
meremarattached to being a “lowly conscript”, As in the 
past, numerous loopholes were available to avoid the draft 
Pe -eomeeoula afford 1t, either by hiring a substitute or by 
paying a fine. The federal draft act did not make any 
Maeno Moms tor those who were conscientious objectors. However, 
Camgemitany 24. 186+ an amendment to the draft act allowed 
religious objectors to serve in non-combatant roles or to 
pay a $300 commutation fee which would be used to help wounded 
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soldiers a5 











Meapite the opposition to the draft during the Civil 
War, the Supreme Court never had cause to decide on the 
PMc umeniionality of the federal draft law. 

Following the end of the war, General James Oakes, the 
Moreiistrator of conscription in Illinois, wrote a report 
Sieeivil’ War conscription. In this report, Oakes recommended 
that the central government take over full responsibility for 
the draft rather than depend on the states for help, that 
responsibility for registration be put on the shoulders 
Smeeeme Cltizens rather than the enrolling offtrcers, and 
Meteetne practices of substitution, commutation and boun- 
ties be rejected in future drafts, These reforms, tn the 
opinion of Oaks, would substantially reduce civil opposi- 
tion to the draft and provide a more efficient system of 
manpower procurement. This report was not acted upon for 
fmectye years, Enoch Crowder, Judge Advocate General of the 
Army, utilized Oaks' suggestions in preparing draft legisla- 
tion for President Wilson, a few months before the United 
eeeeces semtry into World War I, 

One author summarized the long-term implications of 
the Civil War manpower policy as follows: "After reviewing 
Pies opoblems and anomalies of the effort to maintain the 
volunteer armies of the 1860's, the United States would 


never again attempt to raise a mass wartime army by that 
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Meemod. Federal conscription would be the principle legacy 

Semene Civil War experience to future American Armies." 
Pecereootiethe Civil War and the Spanish-American War, 

America returned to its traditional peacetime posture-- 

a small regular army and an organized militia now called 


ene National Guard, 


Dec ONSCRIPTION COMES OF AGE IN AMERICA 

With the growing European conflict threatening to 
increase America's involvement in the war, President Witlson 
asked the War Department to prepare a draft law. Colonel 
Enoch H. Crowder, incorporating many of the suggestions 
proposed by General Oakes 50 years earlier, wrote the ori- 
ginal law in February 1917. The day after war was declared 
in April 1917, President Wilson submitted a proposal entitled 
“An Act to Authorize the President to [ncrease Temporarily 
the Military Service of the United States" (Selective 
Service Act) to Congress. A few vocal Congressmen attacked 
the proposed draft legislation challenging its constitution- 
ality, calling it "soldier slavery" and an attempt to 
“Prussianize" America. Despite their rhetoric, the draft 
measure passed by overwhelming majorities in both the Houses 
oimopadin 2S, 1917 and was signed into law May 18. Despite some 
opposition, the operation of the draft in World War I marked a 


Major improvement over its Civil War antecedent, The payment 
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of bounties to encourage volunteers and the hiring of sub- 
stitutes was disallowed, while the carrying out of the functions 
SeweOnscription was the responsibility of local civilian 

boards rather than the military. On June 5, 1917 some 9.5 
million men registered for the draft. After registration was 
accomplished, the order of selection was established by lottery 
Mmevasmington, D.C. All told, this Selective Service Act of 
mewewesisterca Z4°million Americans, selecting and “induct - 
mio Million Or two thirds of the armed forces. The govern- 
[emt initiated $1,/78 prosecutions for failing to register, 
making false statements to a draft board, or assisting a 
registrant to evade service. Most men inducted subsequently 
agreed to serve so that only 3,748 were tried, convicted 
Paecmeacirecnced fOr failing to register by January 1920. The 
ratio of draft resistance during World War [f is estimated 

to be about seven percent by one writer (531,649 military 
Pemrgments plus 3,748 civil convictions, less 129,268 aliens, 
eauattane 206,129 out of 3,000,000 males to whom a valid 
induction notice was issued). [Friedman, 1971]. 

The Selective Service Act of 1917 made no provision for 
those men who were consciously opposed to war and not 
meowiated with one of the historic peace churches such as 
the Mennonites, Friends and Brethern. An executive order 
issued by President Wilson in March 1918 allowed those who 


objected to war because of ''conscientious scruples" to also 
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serve in noncombatant capacity. Some 4,000 men claimed 
conscientious objection under this arrangement. 

Peuiver Or cases Concerning the constitutionality 
Or the 1917 Selective Service Act were contested in the 
federal court system and eventually in the Supreme Court. 
mite Cases were decided in January 1918 and the Court upheld 
mee Constitutionality of the Act. The draft was declared to 
Bewastegitimate exercise of Congress war-making powers. 

The argument that compulsory service was in violation of 

Pees ierteenth Amendment which prohibits involuntary servitude 
was rejected as was the claim that the granting of exemptions 

on religious grounds constituted an establishment of religion 

in violation of the First Amendment. 

Another Supreme Court case in 1919 (Schenck vs. U.S.) 
upheld the conviction of Charles T, Schenck by a lower court 
poeen arose out of an attempt to obstruct the operations of 
mee dratt during World War I. The defendent argued that 
the First Amendment guarantees of freedom of speech and of 
the press protected his anti-war utterances and publications. 
Siseree Holmes writing for the majority stated, "...The 
question in every case is whether the words used are used 
Mimwtehmetrecumstances and are of such a nature as to create 
a clear and present danger that they will bring about the sub- 
meamenverends that Congress has a right to 7) te, Wine a 
Poeememerse at war Many things that might be said in time of 
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M@eace are such a hindrance to its effort that these utterances 
will not be endured so long as men fight and that no court 
eoued regard them as protected by any constitutional right." 
mis, the “clear and present danger" test in regard to public 
utterances was given. 

ites vorld War I draft act terminated with the Apmistice, 
and although proponents of universal military training sought 
Pomcarry Conscription into peacetime, it was relegated to 


political limbo for the next two decades. 


EB. CONSCRIPTION IN WAR AND PEACE 

The outbreak of war in Europe in September 1939 found 
the United States with one of the smallest armies among 
BaesiajOr powers. The initial thrust to revive the draft 
Sane 2rom a Civilian group, the executive committee of the 
feepecary Lraining Camp Association. they received little 
Mebaiesupport from President Roosevelt, in the middle of 
an election year, or from the War Department. However, 
Pemiweu. otimson, a leading supporter of this group, was 
subsequently appointed as Secretary of War and led the 
Beetle within the Administration to revive the draft. 
iiemewwescedisO a dramatic increase in public support of 
Sanomlcony Military training. A Gallup poll taken June 
1940 showed that 64 percent of those questioned were in 


favor of compulsory military training. A similar poll 
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eonem the previous fall indicated that only 37 percent 
were in favor of such legislation, 

On July 10, 1940 President Pocoeneut Calledmroer a 
revival of the draft in a message to Congress, Both 
Houses, by decisive majorities, accepted the necessity of 
implementing the first peace-time draft in American history. 
As one author put it, "The very fragility of the peace made 
most Americans willing to accept the break with long stand- 
ing tradition... it could be argued that the banner headlines, 
the bulletins crackling over the airways, and the intimidat- 
ing 1mages flickering on the newsreel screens had decided the 
case for conscription." President Roosevelt stgned the bill 
into law on September 16, 1940 and set October 16 as the first 
Biemnaaenon date, This Act extended conscientious obj ee@tor 
eves eto all who, because of “religious training and belief", 
rejected all forms of war. Such persons could either serve 
in a noncombatant role in the army or in work of national 
Mipemeance Under civilian direction. 

On the basis of sheer numbers, the Selective Service 
Act of 1940 could be termed a resounding success. During 
eaewyears of World War If, 50 million men were registered. 
The war enjoyed unprecedented popular support. The rate 
of draft resistance fell to the lowest level in the country's 
Powe although over ten million men were inducted, there 


feaemomly s4e,2l7 reported deliquencies through June, 1945, 
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Of these, 187,000 later complied with the law. There were 
Boe seOnvictions secured for draft offenses from 1940 to 
1947 and 6,000 of these were for minor derelictions such as 
mablure £O possess a registration certificate. [Friedman, 
oo 1]. 

During this time, American opinion toward universal 
military training had changed rather dramatically. Less than 
40 percent of those surveyed at the beginning of the war 
moGed Universal military training. By the war's end, 
between two-thirds and three-quarters favored such train- 
miteerernaps the reasons for this change of attitude were 
that the draft had been very successful in mobilizing and 
Sustaining a large fighting force. The worst fears of 
opponents to the draft never came about. [In addition, the 
tensions created by the Cold War discouraged the wholesale 
winding down of America's military machine which so character- 
1zed previous wars. 

After the war, President Truman led the fight for uni- 
memcadtemilitary training. The 1940 Selective Service Act 
was allowed to expire in the hope that universal military 
Medrmimeetegislation would replace it. With the declining 
volunteer rate and increasing Cold War tensions, President 
Truman called for the renewal of draft legislation and en- 
lemMemtesam universal military training. Congress rejected 


Pea MecOn universal military training but accepted the 
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Mecessity for a draft. In June, President Truman signed 
into law the Selective Service Act of 1948. 

In 1951, Congress put the Selective Service System on a 
more permanent status and accepted the concept of universal 
military training. Under the Universal Military Training 
and Service Act, the draft would continue until further 
Mmetice and Presidential induction authority under this act 
had to be renewed every four years. However, due to much 
mmollc resistance to universal military training, the pro- 
Visions which specified such training in the 1951 legisla- 
Deommivere never Carried out. 

iimenmerout the 1950's) and early 1960’s, the draft con- 
tinued to be an accepted part of American lite. There 
was little debate in Congress when the Selective Service 
Act came up for renewal every four years, and the 1956 
Democratic nominee for President, Adlai Stevenson, gathered 
little public support for questioning the necessity of a 
peace-time draft. This situation was to change rapidly as 
opposition to the Vietnam War escalated, and the Resistance 
saw the Selective Service System as the target of their 


Opposition strategy. 


fe oeeouSs CHALLENGES TO CONSCRIPTION 
Poamene vietnam War continued, public acceptance of com- 


pulsory service was replaced by widespread doubt about the 
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system's fairness. In July 1966, President Johnson responded 
to the growing opposition by forming the National Advisory 
Commission on Selective Service. The results of its seven 
Memthe study of the draft were published in February 1967. 

Some of the recommendations made were to increase the central- 
1zation of the Selective Service System in order to standardize 
meeereciesson Classifications, exemptions and deferments; that 
the order of induction be reversed so that the youngest males 
Meumd eo first; that no further student or occupational de- 
ferments be granted; and that the order of induction be 
determined by lottery. 

When the draft act came up for renewal in the summer of 
1967, there was little Congressional debate. Renamed the 
Military Selective Service Act, it was extended by over- 
whelming majorities in both the House and Senate. None of 
the recommendations of President Johnson's National Advisory 
Committee on Selective Service were incorporated into the 
ane . 

Timgemanoutethe war, avoidance of the draft increased, 
Peeevoueh it is difficult to determine how many 18 year old 
men failed to register with their local draft board, one 
estimate places their number between fifty and one hundred 
migisand. (rerber and Lynd, 1971]. Prosecutions for alleged 
violations of Selective Service laws grew from 380 prosecutions 


annually in fiscal year 1965 to almost 4,000 in fiscal year 
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1970. Many times these numbers were never prosecuted, During 
Smee tate 1960's, Selective Service lodged complaints against 
met over 20,000 registrants annually. From 1966 to 1970, 

the number of complaints filed per 100 inductees tripled 

imeom 2 rate of 4,0 to 12.9. Draft violations increased much 
more rapidly than the average crime rate. By 1970, ten per- 
cent of all federal cases were draft related. [Useem, 19753]. 
One author estimates the percentage of those resisting or 
conscientiously objecting to the war at over ten percent. 
fecrredman, 1971}. 

These increases in draft resistance were in spite of re- 
newed efforts by Congress and the Justice Department to 
identify and prosecute draft offenders as well as the in- 
Creasingly harsh sentences handed out by the courts to 
@enmvicted draft resisters. 

Pobapwomtns, reluctant to risk the stiff penalties for 
draft evasion, sought legal deferments from the draft. Total 
conscientious objector strength grew from 17,900 in 1964 
meme. o00 in 1970. However, even in 1970, this repre- 
Pemeeawonly 10 registrants out of every 10,000. There were 
Mimvemore applicants for conscientious objector status than 
were granted. An announcement in 1971 by the Selective 
Service stated that four to five percent of new 18 year old 


Meeistrents were applying for conscientious objector status. 
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During the Vietnam War era, there were landmark decisions 
fede by the Supreme Court concerning conscientious objection. 
Womeiaren 1965, the Supreme Court ruled that conscientious 
objector status did not have to be based on an explicit 
Betrer in God (U.S. vs. Seeger). Their ruling provided the 
following test for religious belief; "A sincere and meaningful 
Meller which occupies in the life of its possessor a place 
parallel to that filled by the God of those admittedly qualify- 
Migmesor the exemption... Their (local boards and courts) task 
is to decide whether the Cele ro) Gone sc bp ecm oe ean 
are sincerely held and whether they are, in his own scheme 
Pamenimes, religious." In a similar case (Welsh vs. U.S.) 
five years later, the court further broadened the definition 
MemecOnscitencious Objector to include "all those whose consciences, 
spurred by deeply held moral, ethical or religious beliefs, 
would give them no rest or peace if they allowed themselves to 
become part of an instrument of war." Despite the broadening 
of the basis for conscientious objection, the Seeger and ‘Nelsn 
Seseceaua not pose a significant threat to the Selective Ser- 
vice System. One issue that could have caused problems with 
maiomemneewas that ot selective consclentious objection. The 
law states that one much be opposed to participation in all 
fousecowaualify Lor Conscientious objector status. Many young 


men, although opposed to the Vietnam War, could not definitely 





State that they would not serve in any war, On March 8, 1971, 
mie osUpreme Court ruled by an 8 to 1 margin that opposition to 
a particular war was not sufficient basis for exemption. 

There were also those men who fled to Canada or Western 
Europe to avoid the draft. Estimates vary on their number 
from a 1970 State Department claim of 2,000 draft exiles in 
Semaca, tO a draft resistance support group in Canada esti- 
mate of 80,000. 

Within the military, AWOL and desertion rates soared 
during the Vietnam conflict, roughly tripling between 1965 and 
1970 for all branches of the service except the Navy. 

Although the Resistance never gathered the membership 
and support required to halt the war or the draft, leaders 
of the movement felt that the Resistance set limits on the 
escalation of the Vietnam War and more importantly, limited 
future government efforts to wage wars by delegitimatizing 
conscription in the eyes of American youth. [Ferber and 
Pec, 19/1). 

Ditmoethe 1968 presidential election campatgn, Nixon 
Began discussing the feasibility of ending the draft. As 
President, he appointed a commission headed by former 
Secretary of Defense Gates to examine this possibility. 

Their report was issued in February of 1970 and made a 
strong case for ending the draft and creation of an All- 


Volunteer Force, which the COmmission stated was "consistent 
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with our basic national values". July 1, 1973 was set as 
mew tareet date for implementation of a “zero draft" by the 
Peon administration. On January 27, 1973, Secretary of 
Defense Melvin Laird announced that Zero draft would be 
implemented immediately. In effect, this announcement 
returned America to its traditional all-volunteer peace- 


time military. 








Pee Se ReoENITARION OF THEMDATN 


A. OBSERVATIONS FROM DRAFT REGISTRATION MEETINGS 

The initial two week draft registration period took 
peeages rrom July 21, 1980 to August 2, 1980. During this 
time, individuals and organizations opposed to registration 
ieea Traliites, leafletted and picketted the nation's post 
Orri1ces, conducted counseling sessions for registration-age 
youth, and sponsored meetings to answer questions concerning 
wegistration and alternatives to registration. 

The data in this section were gathered from attendance 
at four such meetings, which were open to the public. Three 
Preete Our meetings attended were held within the initial 
mvonweek registration period. The final meeting took place 
in late September and was the first event in a series of 
actions designed to gather and consolidate support for con- 
tinued resistance to registration which starts again the 
week of January 5, 1981. 

ieeeronceney, California, July 24, 1980. 

The first meeting I attended was in Monterey, 
Swreornra, on July 24, 1980, during the first week of draft 
meemctratHon. It was™held at the Monterey Public Library 
and was billed as a discussion of draft registration and 
Gece rmatives. 

The meeting began when a panel of three draft-age 
men introduced themselves (first name only) to the audience. 
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They also introduced the "resident expert" of the meeting 
who was the chairman of the local American Civil Liberties 
Union draft counseling committee. Approximately fifty 
people were in attendance, about thirty males and twenty 
females. A few parents were present, but most were of draft 
age. Many took notes at the meeting. 

The panel immediately opened the meeting to questions. 
meman in the audience quickly identified himself as a pos- 
Sible resource in answering any of the legal questtons that 
would arise. He then spent a few minutes establishing his 
Pwedcitials, explaining that he had been an active draft 
resister during the Vietnam War and that “luckily" he was 
not prosecuted. As a student in law school, he counseled 
B2poutce1Pity’’ draft resisters and continued as a draft 
counselor after graduation. He related how, during the 
last years of the Vietnam War, the federal courts were so 
Clogged with draft related cases, that most resisters got 
Semewtcnout Fsoing to trial. He stated that if enough resisted 
@m=Oiseration, the majority would get off due to the sub- 
sequent back-log in the federal circuit courts. He explained 
pieteelthough most people sot off "“scott-free"’, it depended 
heavily on which judge was on the bench and warned that some 
gave the maximum sentence. Emphasizing his point, he stated 
Uereenough most resisters were let off and given "amnesty", 


one could get "hammered" if he got a judge so inclined. 
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femwoueoested that the Northern California district courts 
Pere’ tne Dest Det 1f one was going to be prosecuted, citing 
a very high rate of acquital and of cases not even going to 
mated for (wetnan era resisters. After this initial speech, 
he was quickly set up as the legal expert, and questions of 
a legal nature were immediately referred to him by the panel. 
Pomewemmeceting evolved, the panel tried to limit the dis- 
Siesbon and questions to technicalities of draft registration 
feeecbternatives. They also placed the responsibility of 
Making personal decisions on the individual. For instance, 
one questioner asked if he should be a "vocal conscientious 
objector" or should "keep it quiet'’. The panel explained 
mat they could not make that choice for him, but pointed 
out the risks in being vocal ("increased chance of prosecution"). 
One middle-aged woman, who had a son she was concerned about, 
Said that she thought this battle over the draft "had already 
been fought and won'' and that here she was again, She often 
became impatient with a young man who expressed a strong 
Meetre £6 be a vocal resister. In his opinion, some had to 
Beevocal, had to "throw themselves in front of the draft 
machine", in order for the resistance to be successful. The 
meman responded that it wouldn't be any "bed of roses" if he 
did this and warned him to be aware of what he was doing, 
merce could ruin his whole life: He could have problems 


Paaciicmimco school, would continually be in fear of being 
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arrested, even his girlfriend could turn him in. The lawyer 
added that he should be sure that "he was acting the way 
Mewmust... ideals were fine, but you have to build up a 

feds in “fact’ in Creating a conscientious objector 

were... 10 find the right doctor who would exagerate an injury", 
etc. Undaunted, the young man stated that "registration was 
just a fancy name for the draft" and that he didn’t care what 
happened to him, that he was concerned about those coming after 
Him, especially his younger brother. 

At this point, the panel clarified the difference between 
draft registration and an actual draft ("a draft involved 
actual induction which is not true of registration".) Through- 
Sut the meeting, the panel attempted to correct or clarify such 
Sea cements. 

More technical questions concerning medical, conscien- 
tious objector and hardship exemptions followed. The ACLU 
representative suggested to those who were considering the 
conscientious objector exemption that they write down on 
tneir registration card the exact legal wording used in 
peplvine tor conscientious objector status: “I am a con- 
Seaehittous Objector to war in any form due to my religious 
aa/Ogemoral and ethical training and beliefs."' He also 
recommended, that since this statement would probably not 
be transcribed into the computer by the kKeypunch operators, 


the registrant make a copy of his registration card with this 
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Seacement Written on it and have it notarized. This document 
Solas thnen be used to build the individual's conscientious 
objector file. He stressed that those seeking conscientious 
Mepreccor Stats start early in building their case. It would 
pemvery difficult to build a convincing case if one waited 
meal ne got Was induction notice and then had only 15 days 
Peer he would have to report for induction. 

Midway through the meeting, a black man, who said he was 
a member of the military, stated that he came to the meeting 
Pomring Out their moral arguments for resisting the draft. 
"After all", he continued, "'How would we man an army if 
everyone had the same attitude they (the panel and others 
in the audience) did?"' He was well received by the crowd: 
there were friendly smiles from many and no hostile reactions. 

After a very brief discussion, a young woman stated that 
although questions of morality concerning the draft were 
farrd, Many still had questions concerning the more technical 
aspects of registration and exemptions, and that this was the 
direction the meeting should continue until these questions 
were satisfied. She also proposed that people should raise 
their hands and wait to be recognized before speaking. {A 
mewepeople had begun to dominate the discussion). Her pro- 
posals were immediately accepted and the panel began addressing 


@Gemeions Of a technical nature, promising that, if time 
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permitted, they would discuss some of the questions raised 
by the black man. 

After these questions were exhausted, one member of the 
panel suggested that the audience break up into smaller 
Beoupsmto discuss topics "as they saw fit''. The tension 
in the room seemed to soar, and there was no immediate 
metbal reply to this suggestion. The panel member, picking 
up the crowd's resistance tried to raise some enthusiasm 
for the idea-- "We're all friends here,.. There's no one 
here from the CIA, is there?" The silence was broken by some- 
one from the back who yelled, "No, it's good the way it is". 
Others in the audience readily nodded their heads in agree- 
ment. There were other indications of anxiety. Earlier in the 
meeting, one panel member had jokingly asked, "Does anyone 
here belong to the CIA?'' After the meeting had ended, one 
of the panel members laughingly expressed concern over an 
midividual wno had “‘scribbled a few notes, then left". 

Also discussed was the fact that the post office would 
Pemeeceepting registration forms after the two week registration 
period. The ACLU representative explained the reason as being 
Eiaeeehe Selectiye Service “expected a lot of late re- 
Sustrations'’. The sttorney expressed the opinion that the 
Bonstututionality of the all-male draft registration would 


be upheld by the Supreme Court. On the topic of performing 
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Maeenmacive service, he stated that the type of alternate 
Bervice acceptable would depend on the local draft board. 
Most (during Vietnam) he said, were strict, but some were 
very loose, 

After the meeting broke up, the lawyer gave the ACLU 
representative his card and offered his assistance in the 
future. Some made appointments with draft counselors. At 
least two of the young men on the panel had their parents 
at the meeting. One mother was a draft counselor in train- 
ing. The black man discussed his earlier question with some 
of the panel and remarked as he left, "It wasn't as wild 
and raging as I thought ‘ec omnts be". The panel member whom 
I spoke to after the meeting was very helpful in providing 
registration literature, even offering that one brochure 
"was a little biased”. 

Geese aside, California, July 30, 1980. 

The second meeting I attended was in Seaside, 
California at the Seaside Public Library. The meeting was 
conducted by the same three member panel that moderated the 
Monterey meeting the previous week. The ACLU draft counselor, 
as well as the attorney whe attended the Monterey meeting were 
introduced. The turnout was small: About fifteen persons 
attended and only 5 males in the aduience were of draft-age. 
They sat next to each other arms folded and did not say much 


eiewcmeire Meeting. Again, the meeting addressed mostly 
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meecimucadl questions or draft registration and alternatives. 
imt-waGuU representative said that he anticipated that it would 
be more difficult to obtain hardship and medical exemptions. 
He discussed a Newsweek article which concerned draft re- 
Meeration, pointing out that offictals felt a lot of men 
would not register right away and that is the reason they 
are allowing the post office to accept late registration 
Serds Until January. 

in response to a question concerning the ability to 
mama mOM-registrants, the ACLU draft counselor stated that 
Setective Service officials would have a difficult time 
because, as of now, it was against the Privacy Act to use 
meeral security or Income Tax files to track down non- 
mesistrants. Besides, he explained, "Selective Service is 
interested in registrations, not convictions". Replying 
to a question about putting down a false Social Security 
member On their registration card, the attorney said that 
it was against federal law to falsify information on a federal 
horm., iin response to my question of whether one could con- 
mementiously object to one war and yet be willing to fight 
if the U.S. were attacked, the lawver responded that it was 
better to be opposed to all wars, to start building your 
Conscientious objector record early and that the burden of 
maeckeis om the indiVidual to establish his conscientious 


objector status. 
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PesetieslOn switched to the statute of limitations for 
Mem-registrants. The ACLU representative stated that it 
was when the individual was 31 years of age (5 years past 
the maximum draft age of 26). Before the age of 26, the 
statute of limitations begins to run when the non-registrant 
meciscovered since he is always expected to register during 
his elgibility period. Also, time spent evading registra- 
tion outside the country does not count toward the statute 
of limitations period. In response to my question of how 
the local Congressman felt about draft registration, the 
ACLU representative said that the Congressman was pushing 
hard to have a commission study the question of alternative 
service in the event of a draft. He stated that the Con- 
gressman was sure that some members of Congress would push 
[epee ror a draft after the election, 

The ACLU representative reiterated his advice that 
miose who felt that they were conscientious objectors to 
Beate SO in writing on the registration card, to copy it 
and get the copy notarized, The lawyer followed that, 
Pieetsmupe to you to build your record on paper,.. Take 
Sayventace Of your legal rights and exhaust your appeals... 
Pecensieuentious objector claim can take 1 1/2 years". 

At one point, the lawyer facetiously remarked that 1f£ one 


pombiGewcar in every major city was burned in protest of draft 
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registration, that it would certainly stop government 
Preeti t Of conscientious objectors and draft resisters. 
(When the meeting ended, a local newspaper reporter cover- 
ing the meeting asked him how he spelled his last name, He 
mepiied that he would tell her if she didn't quote him on 
"burning the police cars''’. She assured him that she would 
not). He continued saying that if there were over 5,000 
MmaosecCubiOnsS per year of those resisting registration, that 
the court system would be overtaxed for years. The attorney 
then asked the panel how successful the leafletting at the 
post offices had been. One member of the panel estimated 
that one day they were successful in turning away 17 out of 
22 potential registrants. The attorney commented that probably 
most people who were resisting registration wouldn't even 
bother to show up to register at the post office and "were 
probably out somewhere smoking a joint". 

One member of the panel stated that conscientious objectors 
amie resisters to registration were facing “difficult times” 
because there was no war to rally around, no big issue to 
consolidate those who are resisting registration. In dis- 
Meoommoumtne E€rrectiveness of the draft registration re- 
sistance in the Monterey area, one of the panel members 
remarked that in Seaside (an area of high percentage of 


jiiemieres), he felt at a disadvantage convincing blacks, 
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moe witte person, to resist registration, It seemed,.he 
continued, that many he talked to had family members with 
military experience. A female leafletter disagreed and said 
she had had good success in turning black people away from 
registering. 

fie wOpIniOn was expressed that draft registration was 
just a political act to show Carter's toughness and improve 
his re-election chances and that the response time in getting 
additional manpower from registration was only decreased by 
seven days which was rather insignificant. A young man in 
the audience, who said he was in the Army, replied that seven 
days would be a long time in a future war. I asked what 
could be done to ensure that the military was representative 
of the population as a whole rather than having minorities 
Over-represented. One member of the panel suggested that 
the country should improve economic conditions in society 
sufficiently so that minorities would not have to resort to 
the military as a career. In response to another question 
of whether they approve of raising the compensation of the 
Maebitary to make it more attractive to potential recruits 
and career military personnel, perhaps avoiding the need 
for registration, one panel member said yes, that funds 
could be diverted from the MX missile to pay for such 


increases, 
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After the meeting ended, I asked one of the panel 
members about the lack of attendance at the meeting and if 
he knew of any other groups holding such meetings in the 
Monterey area, [In his answer, he stated that Monterey was 
mectea particularly activist area and that they probably 
wouldn't have any more meetings for a while. He said that 
they really didn't "know where to go from here", There 
were no bDiacks in attendance at the meeting, 

Prammeas cruz, California, July 31,7 1980. 

The third meeting [ observed took place in Santa 
Cruz, California during the second week of draft registration. 
It was a vegetarian pot-luck dinner held at a private residence 
Memieiawas Part of a three house “community”. The families 
meen comprised this community had such dinners together on 
a weekly basis. This week's dinner and meeting were opened 
eomail those interested in draft registration. 

Most who attended the pot-luck dinner knew each 
other, and many worked at the local Resource Center for 
Nonviolence. Many cars and trucks in the netghborhood 
pe@erted anti-nuclear bumper stickers. The leader of the meeting 
meGewan anti-Trident submarine "T" shirt. Another "T" shirt 
Same O@uestion Authority". Books on nonviolence, covering 
mieespectrum trom Jesus to India's Gndhi to Martin Luther 


King filled the bookshelves in the livingroom where we sat 
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down to eat. There were about 30 people in attendance, 
which included some children, 

During the meal, I spoke to a young woman who was 
meee in leafletting local post offices in Santa Cruz: 
during the two week registration period. She thought that 
Mmreir etrorts had been very successful in turning away 
ieee potential registrants. The thrust of their approach, she 
explained, was to tell young men about to register that they 
should take more time to think about what they were doing, 
that registration cards would be accepted after the two week 
mrntration period, probably without penalty. Later in 
the meeting, concern was expressed for those men who 
registered, but planned to resist any future draft attempts. 
The leaders strongly adVlsed those who were planning to resist 
a future draft not to register at all. In their opinion, the 
Selective Service System had to be stopped before building 
up any momentum. 

At one point, the meal was interrupted by a young 
man seeking information on conscientious objection. He was 
referred to a draft counselor who sat nearby. He was advised 
memsteart a conscientious objector file now, to get letters 
supporting his position from people who knew him personally. 
The counselor recommended that he try to get some of these 


ireers from persons who were not conscientious objectors 
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themselves since they historically have had more credibility 
With draft boards. The visitor mentioned that his father 
feaaeserved in World War If and was ''gung ho about the military 
and all that'', so he might be a good person to write him a 
letter. 

A statement was passed around for all to read that 
said the community would offer assistance and support for 
meme WhO Wanted to resist registration and a draft. Although 
mm@ey Could not offer financial assistance, they would give 
moral support to resisters, provide resisters with counseling 
assistance, and set up press conferences for them or with 
other resisters if they ‘wanted to go public". The leader, 
who was a conscientious objector during the Vietnam War, 

Pea that it was important that older conscientious objectors 
from World War II and Vietnam come forward and give support 
to younger conscientious objectors. One draft-aged man, 

who said he was resisting registration, said that the “worst 
thing (about resisting registration) was the feeling that 
fomare doing it alone with no one else to support you". 

A Quaker women responded by offering her home as a 
Meetames place for those who were resisting draft registration 
mimonaer to Combat these feelings of aloneness. Everyone 
readily agreed with the idea and a date was set for such a 


meeting. 
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Discussion turned to the effectiveness of the nation- 
MeeemresiStance to draft registration. It was felt that 
Beopite their apparent success in Santa Cruz in turning 
aay potential registrants, that the government could not 
be expected to give truthful statistics on the draft re- 
gistration and that it would be proclaimed as a success by 
the Selective Service. The reason, they explained, was that 
Selective Service wanted to discourage those who were re- 
Sisting or contemplating resistance to draft registration by 
increasing their feelings of aloneness. 

After the meal and discussion, song books were dis- 
tributed and a number of peace songs were sung. Following 
this, everyone was asked to introduce themselves. No one 
refused, and there was no obvious reaction when [ introduced 
myself as a graduate student from Naval Postgraduate School 
who wanted to learn more about draft registratton. The 
Quaker woman asked, "Is that at Davis (California)?" I 
replied, "No, it's in Monterey." 

The meeting started to break up, and the leader 
fewea Me if I had gotten what I had come for. I said, 

"yes", and asked him for some literature coneerning draft 
registration. He gave some to me, and I left. 
come teco, Calitornia, September 22,1980. 

The fourth meeting I attended took place on September 25, 

1980, on the campus of San Diego State University. It was 
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sponsored by San Diego Students for Peace and featured 

speakers from the National Lawyer's Guild. The topic of 

meerr presentation was “Rights, Options and Res?Stance of 

Meret Registration". This meeting was held during the first 
week of the fall semester and was the first event in a 

Series of actions designed to prepare for the January 5S, 

1981 registration date. There were approximately 30 students 
in attendance, both male and female. Representatives of the 
Peudents for Peace opened the meeting, tpdating students on 
their resistence activities during the initial two week 
registration drive and on their continuing efforts at organiza- 
Mmeomesince that time. They then introduced two representatives 
from the National Lawyer's Guild Military Law Panel. 

The first speaker explained that numerous proposals 
for registration and the draft occured long before the Iranian 
and Afghanistan crises. The real reason for registration, 

Sae continued, was that it was the first critical step to 

the draft. She concluded that it was obvious that the 
selective Service registration plans were a result of several 
years work rather than merely a response to the Afghanistan 
and Iranian crises, as the American people were led to be- 
lieve. 

Beepectime her attention to™exemptions and deferments 


under the new registration plans, she warned that men do not 
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fee tne right to apply for conscientious objector status 
Meerreciey receive their induction notice, [In effect, she 
continued, this gave an individual who receives an in- 
mmetion notice only 15 days, "“incredtbly short notice", 

to make fundamental decisions about his life, In her opinion, 
it was a conscious decision by the Selective Service to cut 
down on the number of deferments. On the topic of medical 
deferments, she pointed out that under the old system there 
Yes a pre-induction physical given at registration and, 
later on, an induction physical. Men wishing to qualify 
for a medical exemption had a double chance to present 
meemuecase tO the military doctors. Now, with just an in- 
m@etion physical, there is only one chance. [t was, in her 
words, "a procedural railroad". She also stated that the 
present registration system was "aimed toward the best 
Boeycnological age group, nineteen and twenty year olds, to 
mold into submissive soldiers", Also, the lottery svstem 
gave these men no control over when they would be inducted 
and in addition, no control over which service they entered 
or what job they would get, and that they would be faced 
With the threat of induction until they turned twenty-six 
years old. She concluded that, with the current system of 
Meeeneomstration, it would be too late to decide on 


Meecumapives to the draft upon receipt of an induction notice. 
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She urged the students to get immediate counseling on their 
alternatives. 

The next speaker, an attorney, discussed in more 
feed)! the legal aspects of draft registration. First, he 
Beamted OUt that the maximum penalty for violations of the 
Belective Service Act, such as refusal to register, hindering 
Memrnterfering with registration or counseling ewasion or 
yesistance, was 5 years in prison and a ten-thousand dollar 
fine. He advised his audience "'to seek wise counsel and find 
out the consequences of their actions" before proceeding with 
resistance efforts. He stated that Selective Service would 
have difficulty in finding non-registrants and that cost of 
obtaining compatible data from such sources as Department 
of Motor Vehicles and campus records would be prohibitive. 
mime propensity for the Selective Service to prosecute non- 
registrants would depend, he continued, on the prevailing 
mood of the country and the number of people who refuse to 
register. High public support for registration and a low 
number of resisters would probably lead to high penalities 
mer resisters. Likewise, low public support for registra- 
ma=on coupled with a high number of resisters would decrease 
mre’ severity Of penalties. It was his guess that regard- 
less of the number of resisters, that prosecutors will 


Mmuetaiinneseek harsh penalties for non-=registrants. He 
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added that judges were not ''neutral, detached magistrates", 
and in cases with political overtones, were usually hostile and 
intent on convictions. They also respond to the public mood: 
As the Vietnam War became more and more unpopular to the American 
people, the more likely it was for judges to grant probations, 
second chances and dismissals to draft offenders. 

iomomder toweconvictean individual tor=failing to 
Pegister, the attorney continued, the prosecution has to prove 
three things beyond a resonable doubt: that the individual in- 
tended to violate the law, in fact refused to register, and 
Mmeae thie law applied to the individual charged. He predicted 
one factor favorable to future defendents charged with non- 
meistration is that prosecutors may have a difficult time 
proving non-registrants intended to violate the law. The 
Sewecrnment must inform one of his obligations to register. 
The Selective Service chose a media blitz to put out the 
word. Television, radio and newspapers became the agents 
of the Selective Service. However, so much conflicting and 
Somcuscane information was put out by the Selective Service, 
that the press often turned to the National Lawyer's Guild 
meedeccurate information on draft registration. 

iiewNatvonal Lawyer's Guild Military Law Panel, 

opposed to registration, was then faced with the dilemma of 


becoming agents of the Selective Service by providing accurate 
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micOormation to the press for public dissemination, which 
Pombo increase non-registrants' chances of conviction later 
eae He stated there was also confusion due to a last 
feenuce court challenge to the all-male registration In 
Philadelphia, only days before registration was to begin, 
feeimoce judge federal Court issued an injunction against 
selective Service registration plans. The injunction declared 
this legislation unconstitutional because it discriminated on 
the basis of sex. However, shortly thereafter, Justice Brennan 
@ranted a stay which allowed registration to continue as 
planned. (This stay is now pending in the Supreme Court). 
In the confusion, he continued, word got out in the press 
that registration was now voluntary, which was totally in- 
correct. This will aid the defense of non-registrants, he 
concluded, perhaps not at the trial level where "judges are 
impatient with such arguments", but may work at the appellate 
level. 

On the possibility of FBI agents searching for non- 
registrants, he cautioned the audience not to talk to them 
at all, that agents are “inherently untrustworthy” and 
would write ''distorted'"' reports on any such conversations. 
He advised telling agents 'my lawyer told me not to talk to 
Tome welt was hiS opinion that individuals were likely to 


be given multiple chances to register as was often the case 
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in Vietnam. The reason was due to the problems of notifi- 
meeton {previously discussed) and other technical considera- 
j1ons . 

On the topic of deferments and exemptions, he explained 
that there have been some changes since Vtetnam. Student 
Meaerments have been done away with, except for certain 
graduate students in specialized areas. "It is no longer 
Beeman, “me Continued, "to go to school to advotd induction." 
He then talked about hardship medical and conscientious 
objector exemptions. 

The hardship exemption, he explained, has been 
tightened up considerably. Previously, one qualified for this 
Pecempteion if he was married and had a child. Now, one must 
show extreme hardship if he only has a wife (less with children) 
after taking out military benefits. He emphasized that 
documentation was a very important part of all deferments. 

Concerning the IV-F exemption, he pointed out that 
me is commonly thought of as only a medical exemption but in 
actuality includes psychological and moral problems such as 
homosexuality, drug use, felony record, subversive activity, 
eee, Ine ditficulty he continued, will be in convincing the 
fee@eary dector, “who will see 1,500 other people that day 
and doesn't give a shit." He warned that qualifying for a 


medical exemption will require increased documentation fron 
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one's own doctors and attorneys since the pre-induction 
physical has been done away with. 

Finally, commenting on the conscientious objector 
exemption, the attorney said that to qualify, one must be 
opposed to every war and such objections must be based on 
memro10us, moral or ethical beliefs. In his opinion, this 
exemption "fits a whole lot of people.'' However, he warned 
that one must begin to establish his conscientious objector 
Status early by having a statement to that effect on file now. 
He said that the "short notice " would hurt many people who 
wish to file for conscientious objector status but waited 
until receiving their induction letter. He advised hts 
audience to talk to a draft counselor or attorney now. He 
added that if it appeared that many individuals were applying 
for cOnscientious objector status, that there is apt to be 
peeeQurt £1oht to again restrict such exemptions to those 
who object to war because of religious beltefs rather than 
including those who cite moral and ethical reasons as a basis 
Seeeneitr objections. 

At this point, the lawver made a plea for individuals 
Mere to juste LOOk out for themselves in thetr legal attempts 
momeavond the draft, but to be concerned abuut the broader 


Pomemtitcal context of resisting the draft. 
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PeeeeusotOn turned to the effectiveness of current 
Becletance erforts,. He stated that the resistance to regis- 
tration during the initial two week registration period was 
a resounding success: There were reports that 35 percent did 
moe bother to register in San Diego. A Boston Globe survey 
was cited which estimated 25 percent nationwide did not © 
comply with draft registration requirements. The lawyer 
said that even if the Selective Service figure of 93 percent 
compliance was correct (and he did not believe it was) that 
eaey Cameésitar short of their goal of 98 percent. He con- 
cluded that the truth may never be known but that the 
opposition to registration was "'surprisingly successful." 

The meeting was then opened to questions. Asked his 
Opinion on how the Supreme Court would finally rule on the 
questions of an all-male registration, the attorney said 
mia the Court would probably uphold the constitutionality 
of the present Selective Service Act. Responding to another 
question, he said he believed the first efforts toward estab- 
meme a dratt would be initiated in early 1981. Many 
students asked questions concerning the Selective Service use 
memcommmeens to track down non-registrants, police and FBI 
interrogation efforts, and whether or not draft cards would 
eemissiead, Commenting on the current resistance to registra- 
tion, a draft counselor in the audience commented, "We are 


Berens now (even without a war or an actual draft." 
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B. DATA GATHERED FROM ANTI-DRAFT LITERATURE 

daere are many anti-draft organizations which provide 
mipemm@actlOn concerning draft registration and alternatives 
to registration. The data in this section were obtained 
from "draft packets" provided by three such organizations: 
the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), the Central 
Committee for Conscientious Objectors (CCCO), and the 
Committee Against Registration and the Draft (CARD) .¢ 

These organizations described themselves as follows: 


The American Friends Service Committee is a con- 
temporary expression of Quaker beliefs. [t was founded 
ome gly, during the First World War, to provide con- 
eteonerous Ob)JECtOrs with an opportunity to serve in 
programs of relief and reconstruction for civilian war 
victims. Today it is incorporated as a religious non- 
MrOrLit Organization to carry on a variety of educational, 
humanitarian and social change programs, with inter- 
national headquarters in Philadelphia, regional offices 
pemeossene U.5S., and program offices at home and 
overseas. 


The Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 
1s a nonprofit organization that has been working since 
1948 to help individuals unable to participate in the 
military for reasons of conscience. 


CCCO is a nonprofit, non-governmental organization 
that aids individuals with matters of conscience, war 
and militarism. 


The Committee Against Registration and the Draft is 
Pecocaimenon Of Over 50 national peace, civil rights, 
womens, students, religious, and political organizations 
working together against registration and the draft. 


‘These dwattiopackets are included as Appendices A, B, 
and C. 
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The packets received from these organizations contained 
detailed information on current registration requirements, 
alternatives to registration, and changes in deferments 
and exemptions. Also included were bibliographies for further 
reading, histories of conscientious objection and resistance 
memwar, and forms to assist potential conscientious objectors 
puemerate their beliefs and document their objections to draft 
registration. One writer advises readers not to depend solely 
Metne intormation contained in the packet, but to contact a 
local qualified draft counselor before taking any action. 

Much of the information studied expresses a strong 
Bemret that ft is only a matter of time before actual draft 
meeislation is passed. An AFSC statement on draft registration 
explains that "registration is the necessary first step for 
conscription into military service... we regard opposition 
to military registration as a vital endeavor to help take 
away ‘the occasion of war'.'' A CARD questions and answers 
booklet states, "Powerful members of Congress and the military 
Meewaiready calling for a peacetime draft... If registration 
Mea success, there will almost certainly be attempts to bring 
maem the dratt after the November elections." Most writers 
express a sense of urgency in preparing for such a con- 
mEm@emey., “they point out that, contrary to past regis- 


tration procedures, classification and medical examinations 





@o mot take place at registration and that registrants 
wishing to apply for deferments and exemptions may lack 
sufficient time to adequately document their claims before 
being required to report for induction. Therefore, they 
advise readers who think they might apply for an exemption 
or deferment to start immediately preparing their claims. 
To this end, CCCO recommends to those who "might be a C.O. 
Gemare anclined at all in that direction, if your conscience 
meets you to register... to write in bold letters in the 
mem@estration form, ‘I am a conscientious objector'." 
Meeo also provides a “conscientious objector card” which 
States, "because of my beliefs about war, I am opposed to 
meee rpation in the military." When filled out, copies can 
be mailed to one's religious group or other organizations, as 
memeeaonco CCCO, to keep on file. Similarly, several organi- 
Zations, including CARD, are providing gummed stickers which 
State, "I am registering under protest" and which fit in 
PemtOus parts of the registration form. The intent of these 
meerome is to establish a historical record of one's con- 
Betentious Objector claim in the event of a draft. The pamphlets 
Baretully point out, however, that such actions will not guarantee 
a successful claim. 

Micmenorces discussed in the draft registration and con- 


Metenmerous objector packets are (1) to register, (2) to 
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Meeeeeectmuncer protest or as a C.0O., or (3) not to register 
meeall. Under this choice, one can be a "Silent resister" 
or a "vocal resister." 

Bueucaisterimg fer the draft, a CCCO circular warns 
mie registration...is more than just putting your name 
meceeard., Until age 26, you could be called into the military." 
Pweemough registration is listed as an option, military life is 
nortrayed as less~than-desireable. Addressing those in- 
dividuals who are considering enliSting in the military, the 
eame CCCO circular provides the following information that 
might help an individual "make a more informed choice": 


Once you are in the military, vou lose many of 
your rights as a U.S. citizen--to say what you want, 
to get married when you want, to petition the govern- 
Memt.ss very orten the military trains you to do 
work for which there is no civilian demand...The 
military does not have to give you the educational 
Opportunities that were promised...If you get into 
trouble while in the military, the discharge you 
receive could seriously limit vour work opportunities 
for the rest of your life...There is no overtime, 
holiday, or weekend pay. Soldiers are expected to 
Semametmlable for duty 24 hours a day 7 days a week... 
Fabomeunions are outlawed in the military, and 
attempts to organize soldiers are subject to heavy 
penalties...If something happens to you while you're 
Mimereemilitary that seriously attects your health, 
Mae Military may not recognize their responsibility 
to pay you a disability allowance. 


Rime vroeepanpilet, addressing the plight of minorities 
Mmimune military states: 


The military has always discriminated against third 
world and poor ‘people--and today is no exception. 
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meeene Vietnam War tor example, black and brown 

men were typically assigned to high risk combat 

Myers wiere they suffered almost twice the casualties 

of whites, while the rich and privileged were given 

less hazardous assignments or were able to obtain 
deferments to stay home...before you decide to 

meester you should know that: over half the 

people now in army stockades are Black and Hispanics, 

nimie most Of the rest are poor whites...over 30 per- 

cent of the people in the army are Black but Blacks 
fiaxe Up less than 6 percent of army officers...Black 

and Hispanics receive dishonorable discharges at 4 1/2 

Mites tne rate Of whites... Most Blacks and Hispanics are 

classified E-1, E-2 (lowest levels) and thus receive 

Giewcead end lowest paying jobs in the army. 

Pmoener chorce individuals have is to register under 
Maecesy Or 2S a Conscientious objector. fn addition to the 
meerons cited previously, CCCO recommends that potential 
Semscientious objectors "get their ideas on conscientious 
objection together", to write their responses to questions 
faxea Of Vietnam-era C.0.'s by Selective Service and to 
fesciss these ideas with a trained draft counselor. CCCO's 
Mre.ce cOltains a reprint of Selective Service Form 150, 
last used in the early 1970's, which lists questions an 
imaividval applying for conscientious objector status had to 
Ei@ewer tO assist local boards in determining if such a 
Plassification was warranted. Potential objectors are 
emeeuragea to answer these questions, with the assistance 
mememdrart counselor, and to add this to thetr C.0. file. 


iiteyeare warned that 15 days (the time between receipt 


of induction notice to time of induction) will not be enough 
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time to prepare detailed, well thought-out answers to Selective 
service questions. 

Concerning truthfulness in answering these questions, 
meee states, “An honest claim is the strongest claim. A 
Smeonest one is likely to backfire not only on you, but 
mmeocners Claiming C.0O. status." Another brochure advises, 
Beotal honesty when dealing with your draft board usually 
Merks better than concealing facts which may be more difficult 
Meeexplain if they later surface." 

iiewteaetretie literature concerning conscientious 
objection is the belief that many people will qualify for 
mean exemption. One CCCO pamphlet explains: 

[ieemememory wide vyarietv of beliefs is recocnized 

Bpepenme law as the basis for becoming a C.0. Do not 

Homers courav,ed from filing a C.0. claim because vou 

think you do not have sufficient "religious training 

ema Qelae+t ,'' 

Elsewhere it is stated, "All branches of the military 
mecoegnize conscientious objection and numerous Supreme Court 
decisions have substantially strengthened their rights and 
MBeoadened the definition." 

Amotner Ghoice individuals have is to not register at 
meeerampiiets point out that 250,000 men never registered 
during Vietnam without penalty, 210,000 were accused of 


fiotbeitine the draft law, but less than ten percent were brought 


to court, and that the average number of cases never prosecuted 





meeeos percent. However, on the topic of finding non- 
registrants, one booklet warns: 


Miewoclective Service and Department of Justice have 
access to many state-wide lists of 19 and 20 year 
eeromweanad,..if nom-registration is a problem... 
Memeective Service...will ask for a change in the 
Privacy Act to permit cross checks between Selective 
Service recistration lists and files of Soctal 
Security Administration and Internal Revenue Ser- 
vice. 


In answering those who feel there is safety if a large 
Mumber refuse to register, one CCCO pamphlet explains; 


If a large number publicly refuse to register, the 
Government may seek out the most vocal of antt- 
draft refusers to prosecute. However...one would 
act at his peril in assuming there is safety in 
numbers. 


And, in reference to the choice of becoming a "public 
Mester Or a "private resister", one circular advises: 


Smepeivate resister 1s less likely to be found out 
than a public resister, but, if discovered many 
mee a2 harsher penalty because of the negative 
attitudes of prosecuters and judges. 


Most of the anti-registration literature warns of the 
penalities involved in breaking the Selective Service Act. 
Mme writer states: 


You need to be sure enough about your beliefs that 

you will be able to face whatever comes as a result 

of them...once you have decided (to resist), remember 
Gigeeyou Gan get support from your family and friends, 
from people who will help you in talking with your 
memie-eand friends, and from the peace movement.,.If you 
oppose war, jail is not necessarily the worst thing that 
could happen to you. 
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Another pamphlet warns; 
You should never violate the law...unless you have 
thought about whether you could face jail...No matter 
maaweeyOur sentence, a draft conviction is a felony, 
imecowlad...arfect your chances for further jobs or 
licensing in some professions, 

Warning aside, the same circular states, "Don't be 

afraid to resist...Most people who have resisted the draft, 

war taxes, or the military do not regret what they have 

mome.. '' 

In addressing potential legal defenses for non-registrants, 
one questions and answers pamphlet states, "In some cases, a non- 
registrant would have a good defense if he stated he did not know 
he was suppose ade register.'' It also pointed out defenses 
Maeweevere previously rejected by the courts: that registration 
was unconstitutional because it excluded women, because it 
was involuntary servitude, or because it was inconsistent 
with the intent of the Farmers of the Constitution, 

In the event of a draft, some resisters may choose to 
leave the country. The packets point out that Canadian law 
Mes been changed to make it quite difficult for U.S. citizens 
to seek exile there. Also, Sweden stopped providing 
Siamanitarian asylum'’ for American war objectors in 1974. 

meee challenging the Selective Service figures of 


Heepercent compliance and only 1.8 percent who registered 


Mader protest or as conscientious objectors during the 
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initial two week registration period, a CARD newsletter 
made the following points: 


False names and addresses were not removed from the 
total registrations given. 


macenumber of eligible registrants used by the $55 
is too low. 


Simene month since registration, journalists con- 
wiecime independent surveys found non-registration 
rates ranging from 10 to 50 percent. 


feeeatety. it the 93 percent figure is accepted, it 
means that 250,000 men did not register, 


The newsletter claims these figures indicate a "victory 


Pere tne anti-draftt movement." 
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IV. CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 


Pee wiO ARE THE LEADERS OF THE DRAFT REGISTRATION ‘MEETINGS? 
some Of the leading figures of the draft registration 
Meetings I attended had previous experience as draft counselors, 
Sewers resisters, conscientious objectors or as draft law 
attorneys during the Vietnam War era. The attorney present 
at the Monterey and Seaside meetings addressed some of the 
Meeal guestions surrounding draft registrattron and the 
Military Selective Service Act, as well as deferments and 
exemptions. Relating his experiences as a Vietnam draft 
resister and draft law attorney gave him a great deal 
of credibility among those present at these meetings, 
At the Santa Cruz meeting, the individual who led the 
discussion was a conscientious objeccor durime thesVictaan 
War. He spoke knowledgeably about the Resistance movement 
mene VYiletnam and its ability to support and sustain draft 
law fugitives. He also spoke about the important role 
jmeavyed by conscientious objectors of past wars in coming 
memward and supporting those resisting the current draft 
meetstration requirements, The attorney who spoke during the 
San Diego meeting did not specifically mention any previous 
experience in counseling draft offenders. It was clear, how- 
ever, that he was very knowledgeable about the Selective 
Service law and the changes in exemptions and deferment re- 


gulations. 
a 





The heavy influence of attorneys at these meetings 
could be more than coincidental. During Vietnam, duaec law 
attorneys played an increasingly prominent roleeine seman - 
nizing Selective Service regulations and drat board  actlons 
for errors and inconsistencies which could be challenged 
in the courts. Such challenges, more often that ores 
resulted in acquital. From July 1, 1965 to Octobe wal elon. 
the Supreme Court decided in favor of the defendant or 
registrant in eight out of nine cases that were fully argued 
before it. At the Appellate level, more dia ee ase omc 
reversed than any other type. (Friedman, 1971]. it would 
seem by these meetings that attorneys will continue to play 
a prominent role in draft-related areas. 

The fact that experienced individuals are invyolyed in 
renewed actions against draft registration has other peed 
ions. Such individuals could lend Seige Oe eC mige ore ne cy, 
to a large scale resistance to a future draft. Tempered 
by their Vietnam War experiences in fighting and resisting 
the draft, this group could be an important resource in terms 
of the collective experience they bring from earlier protest 
organizations. Such individuals could help by articulating 
political viewpoints and by lending their paca croak LES 
to those of draft-age who were only pre-teenagers dining. ee 


Vaetnam conflict. 
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Pemeeeanl [5S THE EXTENT OF THE SUPPORT AT THE MEETINGS? 

Attendance at the draft registration meetings was less 
than impressive, especially among those who were primarily 
affected by the draft registration requirement--18, 19 and 
20 year old males, There were significant numbers of young 
women present, perhaps concernedwith future attempts at 
Pegistering women. Some parents were also present. There 
Peelictle minority participation in any of the meetings. 
Permaps such attendance figures are not accurate indicators 
Mewes rcecsistance to registration. Such meetings were poorly 
advertised and held on rather short notice during summer 
faeataon. Perhaps a statement made by the attorney at 
the Seaside meeting was accurate: That most young men who 
planned to avoid registration decided on their own not to 
register. Most of the meetings attended and anti-draft 
literature examined n»ointed out that non-registrants 
historically have been given a second chance to register 
if caught. This was reinforced by the willingness of 
Bemective Service to accept late registrattons (that tis, 
after the two week registration period was over). 

Also, young men might have sought private counseling 
Setleeniminge dratt registration and did not bother to come to 
miemmectings. A local ACLU draft counselor stated In a 
local television interview that during the two week regis- 


seeruon period, "literally hundreds of young men asked for 





Bose bing...or...Simply answers to their questions about 
e@e drart and draft registration and the possibility of a 
frarc down the line..." 

ime stack of minority participation at the draft regis- 
tration meetings may Indicate that a future draft will con- 
tinue to impose an unfair burden on those unable to obtain 
expert draft counseling. Much of the time at the meetings 
was spent discussing the complexities of establishing and 
documenting a conscientious objector claim. These discussions 
as well as information provided by the anti-draft literature 
enorred that since the Supreme Court has broadened the 
@erInition Of conscientious objection, many more people 
Peel qdalify in a future draft. With the abolition of most 
student deferments, the conscientious objection deferment 
may well become a popula¥ avenue to avoid a future draft or 
m@@ose who have access to expert draft counseling and coach- 
eS 

AS was suggested previously, a potential resource in 
Pmeanizing resistance to a future draft could come from 
experienced Vietnam era draft resisters, counselors and 
conscientious objectors. Further support could come from a 
waennety Of Groups active during the 19/0's such as anti- 
nuclear and women's right groups. I[t was obvious at the 


Santa Cruz meeting that their anti-registration stand was 
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Omivieone aspect of their non-violent philosphy. The Santa 
Cruz group was also active in anti-nuclear protests. The 

san Diego group advocated women's rights in addition to their 
anti-registration stand. The 54 organizations which com- 
prised the CARD coalition support a variety of causes besides 
their anti-registration position. The importance of such 
Support is recognized by anti-draft groups. One AFSC news- 
meter states, “We have the opportunity to link up with the 
anti-nuclear movement, the women's movement and students on 
high school and college campuses." Such a scenario occured 
on November 17, 1980, when 1,300 women circled the Pentagon 
and blocked some entrances in a protest against "the arms 
race, militarism and violence against women.’ The AP storv 
described the scenes as "'reminiscent of Vietnam.War pro- 
tests'' and quoted a spokeswomen for the group as saying, 

"We wanted to make the link between militarism and violence 
against women.'’ Such groups could be expected to lend 
seronver and more vocal support to. anti-draft groups in 


mie veveme Of future attempts to bring back the draft. 


Seeeevidat ALTERNATIVES TO DRAFT REGISTRATION AND OTHER ADVICE 
ARE OFFERED AT DRAFT REGISTRATION MEETINGS AND IN THE 
ANTI-DRAFT LITERATURE? 

The alternatives explained by the anti-draft literature 


Ememteneemeetings are (1) to register for the draft, (2) to 
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register, but as a conscientious objector or under protest 
mee eto resist registration as a "vWocal™ resister or a 
Beet resister. The information given concerning these 
alternatives was very consistent among the various groups 
m@aesources. One difference noted was that the Santa Cruz 
meoup advised potential conscientious objectors not to 
cooperate at all with draft registration. All the other 
information and advice gave the alternative of registering 
Bemeene draft as a conscientious objector By writing "I am 
a conscientious objector" on the completed registration card. 
There was little political rhetoric or emotion at 
these meetings. Young men and women were interested in the 
technicalities or draft registration and changes in deferments 
and exemptions, A common belief mentioned at the meetings 
and in the draft literature was that draft registration Irs 
meee a political act on President Carter's part to demon- 
strate U.S. toughness and resolve in the face of the Russian 
mimasion of Afghanistan. It was also pointed out that the 
Director of the Selective Service advised against draft 
meeastration before President Carter's announcement of his 
intentions to revitalize the Selective Service; that with- 
pmieeclassification of registrants, registration 15 militarily 
useless; and that the Carter administration acknowledged 
Miceebecistration is a political gesture rather than a man- 


meweor procurement measure. 


76 


| 


ee 


=o =_- —— 


a: 


i 


+ 
= 


—- -a 


= 


= Ger 





itemlecaders of the meetings did not, for the mos* part, 
try to “sell” any one particular alternative. Although 
military life was portrayed as a less-than-desireable 
imesrisiOn into one*'s life (especially in the case of 
minorities and women), registration was still listed as an 
alternative and the penalities for violating the Selective 
Service Act were always carefully pointed out. 

As far as potential defenses for non-registrants, it 
was explained that because of the last minute legislative 
@omrusion concerning the constituttonality of an all-male 
draft registration and the conflicting reports in the news 
media on registration requirements, it may be drfftcult to 
prove that a non-registrant knew of his responsibility to 
register. Besides, it was continually pointed out that 
those who did not register would probably be given a second 


@agance to do so if caught. 


feo CF rPECTIVE,WERE THESE MEETINGS IN INFLUENCING 
Pogo ieAtTION<AGE MALES NOT TO REGISTER. FOR THE DRAFT? 
Oimetes oasis Of sheer numbers alone, the»meetings were 
Meeevery successful in influencing a large number of youths 
HOt) to register. A few vocal individuals in the audience 
let it be known that they would refuse to register. Other- 
Wise, there was no way to determine how many of the relatively 


few young men present affected by registration were persuaded 
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not to register. Most of the questions were not on whether 
to resist or not, but concerned exemptions and deferments for 
which they could legally qualify in the event of a future 
draft. It seemed that most men were willing to register 

and then look for an exemption later on if and when a draft 
comes about. 

Attorney Francis Heisler, who by his estimates defended 
meov0 to 2,000 men who refused military service since 1941, 
States that most young men have no reason to apply for 
Semscicitious exemptions until faced with military service 
Mienar. interviewed on a local television show, Herssler 
explained his view in the following exchange: 


Question: At what point does someone become a con- 
Pelem@rols Objector’ the governement announces draft 
registration, do you that day say,.."T am a consctentious 
objector” or do you have to show proof from your past 
history that that has been your feeling? 


Heissler: Lawyers would have a much easier job if 

they would have a history of conscientious objection, 

but I defended more peonle who became conscientious 
objectors because they were faced with Vietnam. I had 

a great many people who were in the armed forces who were 
not drafted but who volunteered, but when they were facing 
the reality that they were going to Vietnam, then they woke 
up, that they had to make up their mind; are they going 
out to kill or be killed or are they going to take another 
Post. Vom . 


Question: Do the courts accept this...? 


feomssltemens Oh yes. And I think that 1t is a very 
logical, common sense approach when the court said 
(that) there is no reason to become a conscientious 
objector unless you are going to be faced with the 
eyouee. and that the courts, at least most of the 
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momm@esr. .very Often (said) that that is the time 

Piteimemeeplec are really going to think about it... 

the courts pointed out and we lawyers pointed out 

Bittipeolaer people sitting on the bench...must 

Sometaer these deep...philosophical qwestions and 

mete wexpecting 19 and 20 year olds...({to) make 

peeeeision that...older people cannot make...I ‘mn 

sure that most of our older people would not know 

how to make this choice. 
eeeevaAl PMPACT COULD THESE GROUPS HAVE O™ FITTURE ATTEMPTS 

mOmeRmNG BACK THE DRAFT? 
Miers reasonaple to assume that if the United States 

were attacked or if our Iranian hostages were harmed, 
that prompt military action would be supported by the vast 
majority of Americans. However, the United States could 
have a much more difficult time drafting men to support 
a prolonged limited war in defense of national interests in, 
fOr instance, the Persian Gulf. Such a war is perceived, 
both by leaders of the draft registration meetings observed, 
and by the anti-draft literature, as merely defiending the 
corporate profits of major oil companies with the lives of 
young Americans. The strength of a future anti-draft 
movement will depend, in part, on the ability of such 
Mmetest Organizations to articulate such viewpoints to a 
PrOaq case Of people and convince minorities and blue collar 
Merkers Of its validity. Other factors that will determine 


the effectiveness of anti-draft groups will be how fairly 


the burden of the draft is distributed among draft-age youth, 
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Gee number of men affected by the draft and the amount of 
anti-war sentiment present among draft-age men. [Useem, 1973]. 
The data gathered from the draft registration meetings 

me@eeeene anti-draft literature indicates that there exists a 
loose alliance of support groups for resisters, as well as 
some experienced draft counselors and attorneys who are 
providing consistent and indepth information concerning 
Mee@istration and alternatives to registration. This 
alliance may be short lived. The issue of the draft will 
feeoe oighly visible untrl the next regfstration period 
beginning the week gf Januray 5, 1981. Afterwards, men will 
meolscter as they turn 18 years old, and protest organizations 
meaye find it difficult to arouse the support necessary to 
leaflet and picket post offices against an ongoing re- 
Bistration. Even if a peace-time draft is tnitiated, it is 
doubtful that such anti-draft organizations would have the 
Support necessary to interfere with the draft. Relatively 
few men would be effected, and perhaps this added impetus for 
moune men to enlist would make it unnecessary to draft anyone. 
Peeneupmeoelective Service stopped short of calling the 
initial two week registration period a success, anti-draft 
Emoups exaggerate when they call the 935 percent registration 
maeer "ae victory for the anti-draft movement." It is probable, 


based on what happened during World Wars I and II as well 
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Bemvietnam, that most of the non-registrants, faced with the 
memerece Or registering for the draft or prosecution, will 
SGeese to register. Since there is not a draft or a war, 
the penalty for not registering will far outweigh the penalty 
suffered for simply registering in most men's minds. No 
doubt some non-registrants will not be caught and some who 
are caught will elect to be prosecuted rather than register. 
mOowever, as the previously cited polls indicate, registration 
enjoys a great deal of support among all Americans, including 
students. There is also strong public sentiment for increased 
military spending and a strengthening of our armed forces. 
It seems that anti-draft groups have a long way to go in 
mounting an effective drive against draft registration, 
which will require a broadening of their base of support. 
AS an article in a recent CARD Anti-draft newsletter stated: 

...the greatest problem of the anti-draft movement 

has been the narrowness of its racial and class 

base and its inability to address that problem... 

the anti-draft movement remains largely white and 

middle class. 
F. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

My reaction to the first meeting in Monterey closely 

approximates that of another military man who remarked as he 
Bee Tt wasn't aS wild and raging as I thought it would 
Pies tone Of discussion, for the most part, centered 


On the technicalities of registration, deferments and 
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exemptions. When inaccurate, emotional statements were 

made, they were calmly corrected. When a discussion erupted 
meomectning the morality of draft registration resistance, a 
member of the audience quickly stated that she as well as 
Meters Still had questions concerning the technical and legal 
aspects of registration. 

Mus omexpected mone solidarity among those in attendance. 
Instead, there was much anxiety exhibited at many of the meet- 
ings. During the Monterey meeting, there were many references 
to CIA infiltrators and the audience refused to break up into 
mitmener aditSGUuSsion groups. At the Seaside meeting, those 
males affected by registration sat quietly with thetr arms 
folded. The San Diego meeting was held in a large lecture hall, 
and the 30 or so students in attendance were mostly scattered 
MmiGenenout the room. Many of their questions concerned the 
mobility of the Selective Service to track down non-registrants, 
what they should tell FBI agents or police if questioned about 
their registration status, etc. Distrust of the government 
was also evident at the meeting in Santa Cruz: They seriously 
doubted that Selective Service would release valid registration 
Statistics. However, the meeting in Santa Cruz was very different 
from the other three meetings attended, Many, i1£ not most, of 
the participants knew and worked with each other. Support was 


offered to those who, because of the conscience, could not 
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Begister, Their stand against resistration seemed consistent 
fee tieir consciences and their lifestyles. This was not as 
evident at the other three meetings attended, where many 
feoeicipants seemed intent on gauging the probability of 
getting caught or finding out legal loopholes to escape a 
future draft. Flippant remarks from the attorneys at these 
meetings often irritated me. The attorney at the Seaside 
meeting, for example remarked that "anyone who didn't like the 
Povernment interfering with their lives" should apply for 
memnscientious objection. 

In conclusion, anyone attending these meetings who ex- 
pected visceral, emotional attacks against draft registra- 
ftom would have been disappointed. Instead, technical and legal 
questions dominated the meetings. Anxiety marked most of the 
meetings and there seemed to be a lack of solidarity among 
the participants. Most of the discussion and questions 
concerned the possibilities of obtaining legal deferments 
mcd exemptions in the event of a future draft. The character 
of these meetings suggests that those who decided not to 
Register did so on their own rather than as a resuit of 


pay coordinated anti-registration ‘movement’. 
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Dear Friend, 


Pratik Vou EOreyour  =rcqemt letts1. In response I am sending vy 
Our Draft Packet. Also enclose! is a list of our regicnai o 
Please eGCOVESCeCecHe One Nearest «ou. For additional inzcroat 
and advice you may also contact the following sources: 
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ECCo 

(Central Committee for Ccn: cientious Objectors) 
2208) SGumeeStrcet 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19146 


NiSseo 

(National Interreligious Service Board for Conscientious Ubjectors!} 
550 Washington 3ldg. 

USth and New York Ave., N.wW. 

Wasnington,mb>. C. 20005 


Eoetemay ce GE Eurener service, olease contact me, 


-_ » a 


An Afhemative Action Employer 
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cee) Coreen Rl demtepeome os ce RY TCE COMM ET Te = 


The American Friends Servic2 Committee is a contemcorary axpressian 
of Quaker beliers. I[t was founded in 1917, during tne rirst world 
War, to provide conscientious objectors witn an oocortunity tc sarva 
in pragranis of Falief ama reconstriuccion for civilian war victins. 
today 12 is Incorporated as a religious nonprofit organization co 
carry on a varisty of educational, humanitarian, and social chanse 
programs , with intearnaticnal headquarters in ?nilaaelonia, resianal 
offices across the U.S., and program affices at home and overseas. 


American Friends Service Committee 

1501 Cherry Street, Philacelehia, ?A 19102 
(215) 241-7000 

Regional Offices: 

92 Piedmont Ave., N.E., Atlanta GA 20203 
1022 West 6th St., Austin TX 78703 

317 E. 25th St., Baltimore 40 21213 

2161 Massacnusetts Ave., Cambridge MA C2140 
407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago IL 60605 

91S Salem Ave., Dayton CH 45406 

4211 Grand Ave., Ces Moines [A 20312 

15 Rutherford Place, New York NY 10003 

980 N. Fair Caks Ave., Pasadena CA 91103 
2160 Lake St., San Francisco CA 94121 

814 N.E. 40th St., Seattle WA 981C5 
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The American Friends Service Commit: 0 
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= 
The staacfast Quaxer cestimany acains 
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ea live in that live and ae chat taxes away the ccecaston of 2ll wars. 229 
generation faces anew cha challenge of faitnfulness co this peace cestimeny. .n 
enter; 2-2-0 che Scard o; i eeeecr: Jumeieec, CONS iscent Bene che eesenings Cc une 
eeleeeteuse society ST Friends, stated its cppositisn to the current alan for miiictary 


Gegistrat: cn. 


Reimpositicn of registration and the draft will result in violations of religious 
freedom and civil liberties. Historically the burcen of service under the <frart 
falls disprocarticnately sson poor and minority cespie. Conscription encour: 325 
militarism in naticnal mcoa and acvernment fenavior. Regis: marion 15 OCW aGccos =o 
a OnQuwacm a 2a0id Céedloyment rorce and otner 2ieaments of an Interventicnis: 
policy thas seexs cangercus military solutions ¢9 worid proolems. we reject s 
BomceeeEGaGliesds<ed UzdN VlOienGe, ceercion, 2nd inte armed ccwer 26 nNaticn state 


Qur stand is strengthened dy the circumst 
young Amerhetns. fre Carter administrati exnowledses “nase ragiscr2ticn in ina 
Summér of 1920 is a Selitical gesture ratner tran a maneewer peta maasure. 
The Oirectsr of Sai2ctive Servica eed acainst Stantimemregiseracion. ice 
CUrrene glen is of ccubtrul Value "€o the miiittary unless Follcwed ey rye oy 
classification and actual draft calls. lastead tne asian is presented as a 
necessary snow of resalve and tcughness in a Cime of crisis. We sae this as a 
charade of reaciness and selligerence. 


Aces Of enls sareiculer cal iMeo reciscer 
| 


ise pOlt£1Cal soscuring JWSturSingly adds se escalating teansicns and tne rising 

risk of hostilities between tna United States and tne Soviet Union. Tne aeatiy 

Slide toward war mus be stopped. ne gems Vaceumwueeeseemaiced. Wuelaar ¢cacastrsone 
must Oe averted. in this perilous context we regard cpcostion to military registration 
as a vital éndeavor to nelp take away “the occasion of...war." 


Under the leading of our religious faith we reacn out to be of service to all young 
people wro face registration, assisting tnem to maka informed decisions Ddasad on 
Indivicual consctenc2 wherever it leads. The American rriends Service Committee 
epcourages young people to follicw the dictates cf their individuai consciances, 
Birameriacenss 0OcN (| :) conscientious refusal to resister for the araft and (2) 
Semaci--lsus sci jec<i1cm <O military service witnin tne law frollcwing régistracton. 
iemeacene ni htencs Semvice Coamictse wil} ¢a its utmost £O as$ist nonragistrants 
iommeecenscienei0us CDléctors £0 Carticicaticn in ine ailitary. 


emenameeeroucnOu. sUn ccsmicaent and our service aszociated sttn nilitary cesistraticn 
us) C9 Saese wloleacé and war and to raise up the jcwer of peace and ii fe. 
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REGISTRATION Is No Joke! 


IF YOU ARE A YOUNG MAN BORN IN 1960, 1961 or 1962 you May SOON 
BE REQuIRED TO REGISTER with THe SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM, 


Would you be williny co fight in a war? 
Under what circumstances? 
When is it righe for you co kill? 


BEFORE YOU REGISTER, THINK ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS, AND THEOPTIONS oPeN TO YoU. 
YOU CAN: 


REGISTER by filling ouc a form with your 
name, address, dircthdace and social secu- 
erty mumber at a U.S. pose office, to be 
entered tn a computer. No requests for 
deferments or exemptions would be consid- 
ered ac this cime. If Congress later 
approves a return to the draft you could 
be called cto repore for induccion into 
the armed forces. 


SIGN UP AS A CONSCIENTIOUS OB.FECTOR co 
war. Although Congress refused to pro- 
vide a place on the registracion form 
to indicate whether you are a C.0., you 
can write “I object to war" across the 
form. Selective Service will not con- 
sider claims of conscientious objectors 
until classification of registrants ts 
resumed, but you can document your 
beliefs by writing a statement explain- 
ing your opposition to war and sending 
it to a group listed on this leaflet. 





STAY HOME AND NOT KEGISTER. During the 
Vietnam war an estimated 250,000 young 
men didn't register for che dratt and 
were never identified. If idenrified, 
you may be treated as a "lace registrant’ 
and given another chance to register. 

Or you could be arrested and prosecuted. 
SEE BELOW. 


RESIST the drafe syscem by publicly 
refusing to register. Submit a letter 
in advance, or simply appear and state 
your refusal to cooperate. Nothing may 
happen right away. Buc you would be 
subject to arrest and prosecution. 
Maximum penalty for failure co cumply 
with selective service law is five years 
in jail and/or $10,000 Fine. 


NEED MORE INFORMATICN? 


Need to talk it over before making a 


decision? 


are available to help you. 
to call with any yuestions. 


yourself informed. 


Traine:! draft counselors 


Feel free 
Keep 


FOR MORE INFORMAT ON: 


Produced for Survival Summer 1980 by the Peice Fducacion Division of che American Friends 


Service Committee, I50Ll Cherry Strivet, 


Pt Llidelphia VPA 


19102. 
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Presitdenc Carter's aanouccement thac he will ask for drafe registration of 
YOUNZ Ben and women Ace 18-2) nag Sroughe legitimacy Teclings of anger and frug- 
Cration., ‘lo thane feelings, hovever, we would Iske to add have, 

Fresidenc Carter's Ploposed levislact, CO reinaeteucer crafe reglatia tion 
calla for che Tevival of che S“leccive Service Svacom (SSE). To revive Cne 655, 
BONCY muse by Iliocatad oY CoLerasg {n order to develop Teelsctraction Cards, naire 
New scaf: PErsons, work on “NE gcroposed Comevterl sacion of reetstraction (waiteh 
would $06 elves one cha YDiton to téslsed, and Sef up lacal drafe boards, 4, Tecor- 
Diving Chéc ele SSS cunnoe be “evived withourc Money, we cay SCOP Che reingsct- 
CuClon of drafr BOCESE ister. 
| “a are also hope fi: because we see 4Q opportunity for a new and powerfu) 
Peace vovercut. We alreucy nave a SCrouy anti-drate and anti-war mevemenc wacthour 
Qe dreft and Wich uct a war, On Feb. Lleh, for inatance, ¢.monstrationg against the 
draft toox Pisce art lj, Célifornia State ZOlleses and Universitles with an averars 
of more than 3U0 attend inp 24ch one, IWenty to thircy demonstrations Caek olace 
around the country cthac same weekend, Bay Area hish school 7Cudents ara aroured 
and mobilized. the Dublicity ane education Fenérated by otch evencs hag encourureed 
Othera to coca one {tn CPpositien, A poll Caken by the Datiy Ctlifernira incicstdés 
@ draratic increase in antlearare: Sentirenc act uc Serkeluy since Cue é€ad of ~dm™gary 
and Caster's tare tancuncea.nc an refistrition, we Have tie MMPportunity co Lik 
up with the @antl-nuclesr mwueent, the women! “Ovement and atudenes On other 
high school and College cunynec3 CO Suild on the a4cttons of iin Present sntledraée 
Bovewenl., All af Cils ig vec; Encourezing, 

There {Ls wuch Co be done but the POCentlal tg Chere, We misC remember chac we 
have a gcod Chence o¢ “<Coosing the advancing threat of che draie and drarre ro ctiecrae 
tion by m@kins gure cthac Congress doug NOt allocate the heceesary money co revive 
Che SSS. Thts &lves us hope, 

Andy Coe 
Jilin Navarro 
Lee MacKinnon 


QUESTIONS an ANSWERS ON CARTER'S 
Se ee LATER 


CALL iDR me CLS Ag wae 
ee a Ae enna ag * 





Ll) Who vi11 be affected? 14.29 year old Clasatficacions or déferments ranted 

men and wouen. Lf repiscrition pacgeg now. There is calk Chat you wit) have 

this spring, thoge hern in 1969.6] would CO fille co be » C.U. once you have 

be reguired to resister, Yeginning tn rectaved your incuction notice in the ; 
1981 and tn Succeeding yeargy, 41} young mail, You will then Nave 15 days to suild 
People would reetster tn che year of your Case atatins ‘way you are a Cac. '' 
thet> 18ch birthday, Ic te {moortant Chat chose intcrasced tne 
2) How wii} reclerration work? Those becoming C.0'g bon La Clarifvter cheir 
dorn tn Is26°sud 18 will ve asked to belters, déevelooing a File &ud getting 

ftll ouesa torm ac sFetr loca! Puee counseling AoW! 

Offtce. The form vil} be” €1led wich the 4) How wilt Sn: ¥ snforce reristrecton? 

SSS tna Washington. Lach teplecrance wii] The government ane the $3S are Vearua on 
Tecileve a rectenc from the sso ac knows this muccer, The i:oneral feeling igs thee 
ledging the replacracticn. Nee 71) | be chey will po Gasy on enfarcewenc Chis vear, 
To drafe cards issued nov, [t {3 an eleetion YEaT end they don'e vance 
By Will T be SEIEero arly ay 4 eantere co nend anyone fo joll for crate resiatance, 
entitouad oF jactar Mo! Tas ee Keméenier hewever thxc che lepa} Denaley 
sa Oe TO ree wt) he pe for Tefuuing co rezister {sg @ Maxirum of 


3 yeare end/or 91,000, More acer: 


8 8 





Dee omiceereen be co tscers imas core of 
equal vicucit oO. {oon 6 \ourd ave fo 
be tupdotoced or destted Li, the name at 
meamuccy, kheeistrcatiaa and cre dratt ere 
both unequal, fiapoerey an unzrair burden 
on a tew at the expense of many. Waaan 
and neu all have equal righta noc co be 


drafted, 


6) Can nublic optuion deteias revistratton 
and Evol wraft? Yos, witut is clear in Car- 


ter's call for reyiscration is that he 
ie very worcled abdourc lurce-scale op- 
posicion on che parc of the general pub- 
Lic, particularly young pecple. The de- 
cision to limite regiscration to 1¥-20 
yesr olds, Co have scourate legislation 


for woren, lax enforcement in aan election 
year unt eventually computerizine the 
wale proccess are very stroig evi-lence of 
that worry, tvery aticempt £1) being iasde 
to divide public opluion an! co-opt yor 
tenttal opo.sition., At the same tluc, 
CAFD anc NISbCO repoct that mary tr. Cone 
press have noc saxen a definite position 
on the issue. They ere waiting tu »-uve 
pubiie opinion. Those of us oppods.i Co 
regictracion und the draft must canu 
ovr voices heard. 
eekAS part ot the anci-draft prosvist** 
a group of geys azatinst the dreait is 
organizing. For tifo contac. Touy at 
**FRAPSC. 752-7766 tit 


STRATEGY At ACTION TO 8! UNDERTAKEN TMMEDLATEL'T 


lL. Legin massive letter writing campaien directed toward your local Congrecsperse 
and Senator. Tf your Corgresspercson fis sympathetic, luce Senator Craneton know 
how you feel! iiis vote 48 ‘mporccnr, (Send to 229 Russell Senate Office Bldt., 


Washineton, D.C,29510). Set up cebles at 


schools, shopping centers, and churches. 


Have one or two sentence lutters prepared for signescur2u, enuslopes to aadrcsa 
on the spoc ard a cup for rostage donacionga. Senu them off tmnculately? Bay Area 
hig schooi students are having good succeys with this campaten, Reawhrer che 


volun? of lecters {3 wost {mportant! 


2. Cegin delegation visits to local Congresstonel offices. 
3. Develop local phone netvorks for eeneratinz shone calls and telzgrama at the tine 
of a crucial vote. Heve snone captains responsinvle ror gecting chew secseage to ten 


others in youe vroup. 


4, arrange tor speakers and presentations on the draft in schools and ehurches. 
Educata yourself and others about evencs in the Middle Gage, U.S. Milftary spending 
and forefsn policy and disarmament-converston possibiiticles. ALL of these iaausa 
have a Glrect connection with why reetstration and tne Jrart are being brought 

back now. See our resource list for speakers and watictals. 

5. Plan public rallies and demonstrations roe z00d uwadle coverare, 

6. Begin to davelop support and counsuling services ror young people. 

7, If you have an idea Jor a project tet us knot. Wa rill epread che word on it: 


RESOURCES 


APSC-2160 Lake St, SF CA 94121l-matertals, 
speakers, organizing strategies, contacc 
with local grouns, vcwslecter 

War Rkaaisters Leazuc-1360) tloward, SF, CA 
94103 626-6976, Materials, Speakers 
(women and che military), library, newe- 
letter. 

Vectercne for Draft Resistance, ’C0 Rox 
40755 57 CA 94140 8u4- 7583, Speakers 
CCCO, 1251 2nd Ave, SF CA. 94122 S60- 
0500. Counseling and writren matertals; 
for O's 

Dick Castille, 11 16th Ave, SEF CA 
668-0691 Counseliny for CO's. Call 

for next session, 

ESAtl-Liecea for up-toedace draft info, 
contacl then for anti-drafte publicity 


CALENDAR 


3/2/80 Yeectu_ and Minds Acadaxy Award filn 
of U.S. involvement in Vietnam. Deals wtth 
raciam and uxploltation by U.S. on a Yatrd 
Yorld ¢ountry. Unitcartan Churen, Franklin 
and Gecry, Si 27H ¥8TE 158-0691 info 

3/6 and 3/20 CO ane pcher counselins for 
yours reogle with Dick Castille. AFSC, 
2160 Lake Sc. SP? 752-7766. 

3/12 Conmuntiy meg “lhe 4iddle Eaet, the 
Draft end Yeu” with Ali Alyamt and Ardy 
Cov of AESC. At La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berk. , 349-2588 7:30 11 

3/28 Mtg, on the dratc ‘n Seata Roem, Con- 
cact B.tsy £072523-1963) -or tnfe 

4/26 S#VZ THE WATE Weec Coaat Prace Demon- 
stration, San .runcisco, More latar: 
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It is not enough that we tell Congress our opinion of the draft in words only. 
Our bodies and lives must also bear the testimony of our convictions'’and conscience. 
Let it be known that we will refuse to register and will advocate that others join us in 


openly declurinyg their nono-cooperation with any compulsory conscription system. 
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Non-Registrant In 
World Wars land IJ 


by Ammon Hennacy 


lwus arrested when | spoke against the coming war al 
Beoad and theh in Colunibus, Ohio betore about 10,000 
people ont ceenmng of Apel s, £917. Phe next day war was 
declarcd and 1 was released for trial May 30. Meanwhile | 
distributed leatlers over Ohio lor the Socialist Party. advisirg 
young men to refuse to rerister toe the dratt. When To was 
picked up aun tasked to see a lawyer but was told 1 could 
not see one. Derective Wilson said thatunless | eegistered for 
the draft by June Sth, which was cegistration day, | was to be 
shoton orders Jrom Washingion, | was shown a copy of the 
local paper with headlines “lvtreme Penalty tor Traitors."” | 
only saw itthrough the bars and was noc allowed to read it. 
The detective said that the young Socialists arrested with me 
for cefusing toregvister had all wiven in and registered. (Later 
t found out that he had also told them that | had registered.) | 
felt that if they gave in someone had to stick, and | was that 
one. Spike Moore, an |.W.W. (the radical umn of that day. 
the Industrial Workers of the World, founded by Debs, Hay- 
wood and others), from Pittsburgh who was in Columbus, 
sneaked me a note and a clipping from the paper in which a 
reporter asked mv mother if she was not frightened because | 
was to be shot soon. Fler reply was that the only thing slic 
was afraid ul wus that they might seare me to give in. This 
gave me adled courage. June 3th passed and no move was 
made to shout ine. Detective Wilson said that the Govern- 
ment had postpuned my exccuuon thinking | would give the 
names of those who had helped me distribute the Icatlets. | 
pled guilty for my refusal to revister. My partner and I cach 
got2 years in Atlanta. After this term was scrved | was to do 
9 months in Delaware, Ohio County Jail nearoy tor refusal to 
register. The two guards who accompanied us to Atlanta 
chained us to oe Pullinan berths and gave us sandwicnes 
prepared by their women folks, kidding us that they were 
marking up pood meuls on their expense accounts. 


Friday, July 1%, 1917 was the date of my arrival in Adanta. 
My number was 7438. 1 was sent to the top Noor of the old 
cell house, to « certain cell. his was occupied by someone 
else it seemed, tor picture of chorus girls were on the wall, 
and magasines and cigarette stubs on the door. This cell was 
8 fect lone, 5 feet high, and 44: fect wide and was made of 
steel. In halfan hour a large, burly, but good natured man of 
about 40 came in. 

“Hello kid, my name's Brockman, Peter Brockman from 
Buffalo, dom’ a six bit for writing my name on hitle pieces of 
paper. Got one io go yet. How dao you like our Hue home? 
What's your name?’ 

The neat morning after breaktast, Blackie, the cunner in 
the block. broweht me a note, saying that he knew the 
prisoner whe had written the mete, and had done tine with 
him in Alleyrhaucy prison yeurs ago. | read: 


“Blackie. who wave vou (hts vote is o.k. See me in the yard 
this ufferneon a i does not can: otherwise come to the 
Catholic Mass tomorrow and | will Gilk to vou Chere. Your cell 
noite lind par $3 worth of cobacce do the screw in your cell 
block to vel Uhe tist young proeonce coming te to be lus ecll 


mate. You are the ‘lucky’ one. Watch him, for he ts one of the 
worst perverts in the prison. There ts no use miskin a fuss 
for you may ‘accidentally’ Fall down tour tiers. Get oS worth 
of tobacco from the store and give it to Blackio wind) tre wall 
give itto the zuard and pull strings to have vou tramsterred 
out of the cell. Phis will take weeks; meantime wet along the 
best you can. 

Yours for the revolution, A.B.” 


A note from Alexander Berkman, the great Anarchisi! | 
read itover and over again and then destroved it, per che first 
rule in prison: don't keep any unnecessacs contraband. For 
the liest tune in my life when | had read a bous | fad sut down 
atonce and written to the author, This was ti Warren. Ohio, 
in 1916, when ! had read Berkman’s Memoirs. [did wet get 
an answer, but now | was to meet him personally tHuudeeds 
ol workers liad been killed by the Pinkertous, a notortuus 
detective agency, at Homestead, Pu. Fr.ck was manager ot 
Carneyvie Stwel at Homestead. Berkman, then a youny anar- 
clust, fad stabbed and shot Frick, and had one 14 scars and 
ten mouths actual ime in Alleghaneyv prison J3!? vears of 
this in solitacy in a dark hole. tle had been in prison belore | 
was born and here he was again with a fizhtine spirit that 
jauls could not kill. | had read his paper Phe Blaye, ! Rad buca 
fain idea of the word pervert, and 1 wondered how and why | 
could talk to Berkman in a Catholic chapel. 

The sun shone brightly that atternvon on the packed 
ground of the prison vard. In the shadow along one prison 
wall Blackie had pointed out Berkman to me. | hastencd to 
greet him. His kindly smile made me teel that | hug a trend. 
He toid me of a means of getting out letters, sad rosu, and 
exolained how to caik in your throat without moving vour lips. 
He said that on rainy Saturdays, when we could not meet, we 
cuuld see each orler at the Catholic chapel, as the chiaptain 
was all ¢x-prizctightce who was sympathetic to werkers and 
did not nund those who came to visit each other. He guse me 
four things to remeniber. ‘“(1) Don't tell a tie. (2) Don’t tell 
un another prisoner; it's the job of the screws tu find out what 
Is yoInZ on, nat yours. (3) Draw your line as to wliat you wall 
do and will not do and don't budge, for 1t vou been to 
weaken they will beat you. (4) Don’t curse the vuards. They 
will try to get you to strike them and they will have the excuse 
tu beat you up; and ifone can't, (wocan; and i two can't, ten 
cau. They are no voud or they wouldn't take such a dub Just 
smile. Obey them in unimportant details but never budee an 
inchon principie, Don’t be seen talking to me very often, lor 
the yuards are watching and will make trouble. Write to me 
by wav of Blackie and | will do the same."' 

John, in my cell, was boss of the paint gang and was Irom 
Columbus. Ohio. He had ine transferred to his sang, and 
when he lett in about six months | was made boss of the 
gang. | hada pass to go anywhere | wanted inside the prison. 
The editor of the prison paper, Good Wards, asked mc to 
give him something to print. | told him that was wii | vocin 
for, printing things in papers, and that my ideas were too 
cavlical for him. He insisted so fF gave this quote which, 
believe uo or nut, appeared in a box underneath the editorial 
capuion of the Department of Justice on April |, L9IM oA 
prisontys the only house ua slave state where eo free man cua 
uhide with honor.” Thoreau. Vis had the o.k. of the warden 
aud was not snvaked in. The tguorant ollicil though it 
praised prisouws 


fexcerpt from the Book of Aniunun| 
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I've Always Been Glad 
| Did Not Regisiter 


The thost frantic opposcdioa ta my 
refusal to rene-ter for the clraft came 
not fromm visihintes (there were none) 
or patriots, Dut from feltow poerfists. 
In Septembec TIO, bweaty of ous who 
were stiuebyvipw at Utes Pheolovwical 
Seminary tu New Yock City iinaineed 
jointly that we had decicect not ta 
register upder the recently posscd con- 
scription Taw. binmecdctely a horde of 
welt-known pacifist leaders ceseended 
on Union and warked on us dav and 
night to try te persuade tus to clhamyge 
our nunds. We wrere told that sneh 
an irrespoosible “anareaist’ approach 
would set back the cause of pacifism 
twenty veors. that we bad no cicht to 
anger our “fcllow-cilizens” smd there. 
by bring preat safferiny on ather puci- 
fists; that we had a Cleistuus duty to 
stay wilbin the provisions of 1 demo- 
erratically possed law: that if we were 
sent to prison, we might even die there 
but that if we accepted our religious 
exemption we could continue to teach 
love and reconciliation. 


Under this pressure, and perhaps for 
other more valid reasons. twelve of 
the tweuty decided to register. It wus 
a hard thing for voung inen not yet out 
of school suddenly to assert their own 
moral insigh{s over auainst the insist- 
ent pressure of men to whom all o€ us 
had been avcustomed ty lowk for inspi- 
ration and lceadershin, nen from whein 
some of tae twenty had reccivea their 
first inkling that there was such a thing 
as pacifisny. 

The only well-Known pacifist who 
encouraged us at that time was Evan 
Thomas (later we learned of others 
who supported our stand. including 
Julius Michel, Ainmon Hennacy and 
A. J. Muste). But niost of the twenty 
were not very responsive to Livan be- 
cause he was not an orthodex Chiris- 
tian. [rom their nepative response to 
him, I sot my first fesson on how an 
exelusive leyaltvy to Christianity can 
blind one to salnable souress of in- 
sivht and entiyhteniment. 


Did Net Want Excinption 


In the cnd I decided that { could not 
accept a special relijious exemption 
Which, whole ver its intentions, acted 
as a bribe to winitsters whe atlawine 
ordinary mottiais ta be crafted. In the 
saine way, Twas unable to acecat the 
offer make bv one of the Peaee 
Churehes that ito) woukd resin from 
the seminary onek cc vister for the aratt, 
[ weald be oiaike dtcector of one af the 
Civitiat Putte Service Campos, with a 
free hind tact velop a Gandhian pro 
ert AG thee coca. 

Teoitd notre ony possibility of bu. 
ne free or af clevelopane co relevant 
prograot ala cotap or under Ube point 
stiperviscon efi Pesaee Chiicel and the 
Aino Foceas. b felt that the vartoas 
Previstens for excomption for conse. 
cntions objectors, would aid rither than 


interfere with the obvants purpose of 
Seloehive Seeview to develop a con. 
sik Citat Alb. 

I romembered that the Eniperors of 
Rome tid atsy spared thease Clirtstiares 
Who Gack laid a pineh o€ invease on the 
citar. stuee. in suelt causes, the Stale is 
more interested in moral subservience 
than in the actual kitling of those who 
would probably wot make good soldiers 
ITY Waly, 

lL knew nothing about prisons and 
was cnough invnlved in the shallow 
Activism o€ the Swoctalists that T was 
more regretful thin bE shouk! have been 
sit the prospect of being “cut off fram 
the masses. Actually the ‘musses' 
would not have understood me any- 
say; when I look back at the statement 
isxited by the twenty prospcetive non- 
registrants, | wonder if anyone excent 
ourselves snd our protessors under- 
stood it. 

AS it turned out, in prison I came 
into contact with persons and nroblems 
that made me unable ever again to tis- 
ten to the silver-toncucd Sevcialist ora- 
tors with anything more than boredom, 
ar in some cases with: faint amusement 
wt the cleverness of their phrases and 
the irrclevance of their anguished 
appeal to the presidents and politicians 
to act contrary to the nature of those 


“who are involved in political power. 


Can Feel Free Even In Jail 


I was also a litt!e nervous about 
what was described to nie as the “in- 
evitable spiritual and mental detcriora- 
‘ion” that svould befall us in prison. 
But I could not see why pacifists 
should compromise moratly in order to 
uvoid suffering or even death when it 
was obvious that the machine of war 
was oiled by the blood of suldiers who 
vave “the last full measure of devo 
tion,” whether willingly or unwillingly. 

I first began to realize that those who 
seek pcace cannot cffectively challenge 
the forers of war until they ure willing 
to tuke risks compurable to those ex- 
torted from soldicrs. T atse fell thut the 
ereatrst barm comes not from those 
who can kill cor tinprison) the bodv 
Lut from our own temptation to im- 
prison aur spirils. 

Finally, I had some dim understand- 
ng that there are no words that can 
speak as significantly as cur lives, 
Spenkayg and wriling are themselves 
actinns if they stem from our lives, 
but when we act in such a way as to 
reveal that we are unwilling to live 
up to our words, the words become 
meaningless. 


A Statistic With Real Meaning 

Tt eas Letter to speak the one act af 
refusing to be herded into the revistra- 
tion booth and then to be sibeneed, if 
peed be. tn prisea than to jet in suehy at 
wavs to say that coe sharcht only op 
pose war up to the pomnt where it 
meant vorog to prison. Later, we also 
feotiral ouet that rt was more of a ehal- 
bots to the war machine to Iss even 
Vostati.tic in prison (or, froin tiine to 
tune wo prisoner on wrk or hunger 


oS 


strtke) than to be an exaniple outside 
prwon that the United Sives “has (ree 
speech’ and no dissent morc serious 
than that of a “loyal opposidion.” 


As T think back on the stilety of 
most of the older pacidi ts to umber 
stand the nonregistraut poscion of the 
beyinnings of World War if [ wonder 
at what points [ am involved: uw, as 
they were then, in vested ottitusles: aod 
uctivities which blind me fo the new 
insights of u younger eueierw ion One 
thing is certain: We pacitésis are in 
just as great dunger as nmitiitsrists of 
figating the current war with the 
eens und attitudes that were de- 
veloped in the last one 

In our case, I think the need is not 
ouly to be sensitive to mew ways of 
withdrawinu our support from the wer 
machine (adding to nonrcsislentinge tie 
nonpayinent of Federal tuXxes sad prup- 
ably other actions fam noi csc were 
of) but also to develoty new ways of 
living in brotherhood Just ua tt is un 
indispensable step forward to Licome 
a conscientious Objectur .tisteucd of 
merely speuking against war until 
Grattee so [ belleve ¢! fs crucial 
to renounce in our own Itvcs property 
and privileyes and power «the things 
over which wars are fost: rather 
than merely to call for c::..cmtnmernt 
and a imore just society) [t scents tu ine 
that the current wzrowing cde Gt peel 
fism is the development of ¢ omen, 
ties of sparing and that there ci us wito 
want to attack the causes ot «sar snouid 
beuin in our own Hives by Leng toa 
coinmumnity. 

Finally, IT have always been etad thut 
I refused to register despite the advice 
of men more experienced than [ wip. 
In the same way, [ believe that today, 
even in communities, cach of us, how. 
ever huindle, “untalented” or inex: 
perieneed, should tearn not to depend 
on Icadership, but to make iis own 
moral decisions. 


Dave Dellinger 





Copres of this leaflet avarlab‘e trom. 


Tne Peacemaker 
PO Sox 627 
Garberville, CA 95440 


(}] I am not going to register. 


°? Lam returning my draft card 


_} I am destroying my draft card. 
This means that [ considir myself 


no lenger connected with the system 
of mithitury conseription. 


Name 





—_———_—_ = 


Address _- 


Phone(s) 
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n Then Daniel Webster, a 


member of the House of Representatives Bee 
in 1814, rose one day to speak of the ; re a 
at “abominable doctrine” of conscription S34 re 
ae which, said he, violated the American _ 
Bare character. “Where is it written in the whe, 


Constitution, in what article or section is ee. : 

vg it contained, that you may take children fox: 
— «! from their parents, and parents from - : 
ns their children, and compel them to fight a. 
5 the battles of any war in which the folly hey 
a or the wickedness of Covernment may iS ss : 
~e engage it?” a 
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=e N OW “We will not cooperate with Be 
Tees military registration... noncooperation Qs 
hes x 4 is the best way to demonstrate our op- as 2 
ao position to the return of the draft and a4 
Sen cae militarism . .. We do not take this 







: : di position lightly. Prison, exile or the ma 
. underground is hell, but war is wore.” Sm 
ee ‘~ & ‘ — From a statement circulated by Rick 
Be he Stryker and Mark Furman, two young 
Bs : ‘me : men of draft age. 
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Statement on 
Military Registration and the Draft 
January 26, 1950 


President Carter's announcement that he plans to call 
for rvinstitution of inilitarv registration is the first step 
toward the revival of the drutt. The American Iriends 
Service Cominittee is opposed to military registration 
and the draft. We eall on President Carter to reconsider 
this decision and not reimstitute military registration, 
We call on Congress to reject any plans to reinstitute 
registration or conscription. 

We believe reinstitution of registration and the 
draft is a violation of religious freedom. The draft en- 
courages military intervention and militarization of 
society at a time when military responses to crises are as 
obsolete as they alwavs have been immoral. 

The idea of sending young men and possibly 
women to kill and die for oil in the Middle East or ina 
nuclear confrontation with the USSH is neither 
honorable nor workable. Indeed a nuclear eontfronta- 
tion would be the ultimate insanity. The time lias come 
when nonviolent means of resolving eonflicts are as 
essential as thev always lave Leen the better way. 

Inasmuch as the draft is wrong and the burden of 
it will inevitably fall heaviest on the poor and 
minorities, the draft cannot be made fair. Subjecting 
wotnen to the draft would make it worse not better. 
We support equal rights for women, ineluding the 
basic right of women, as well as inen, not to be drafted. 

We oppose military registration and will work to 
stop it. If registration is reinstituted, we helieve many 
young men and women will refuse to reister or, if they 
register, will refuse to he drafted into the military. 
Based on the historie witness of the Religious Suciety of 
Friends, the American Friends Service Comittee 
pledges its support to those young men and young 
women who conscientiously refuse to be drafted or to 
be registered. 


Board of Directors, 
American Friends Service Committee 
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INTRODUCTION 


On January 23, 1980, in his State of the Cinen Address, 
President Carter called for reinstitutian ot craft 
registration. Strong public resistance to draft revistra- 
tion can stop it, just as public pressure did tn 1973. 

Whether or not draft revistration is remtrodiuced, 
people are considering what they would cu if there ts a 
draft. Some say thes wall register and are willing to be 
draited into the armed forces: others sus they wall seek 
legal recognition as conscientious objectors. An increus- 
ing number of people are saying thes will nor register 
for the draft. This painphiet focuses on nonrewistration, 
and especially on the beliets that motivate people to 
tuke this stand. 

We honor and respect and feel a bond of com- 
radeship with those who are led to claim: conscientious 
objector status under the law. With tne we are united 
in opposing the madness and immorality of war. We 
are all, we gladly stress. members of the same team, 
sisters and brothers in a eommon strugzie. Comptiance 
with the conscription system is not, hawever, tle was 
that wall be ehosen by inanv voung women and men. 
Considerable material has been prepared explaining 
the convictions that undergird the eonscrentious vbjec- 
tor position, but little has appeared settiny lorth the 
reasons for refusal to register We want in these paues 
tu clarity the nonregistration position that many will 
choose. 


The Consequences of Nonregistation 


“Failure to register for the draft is a violation of 
federal law, punishable by up to five years’ imprison- 
ment and $10,000 fine... . 

“In the past, many resisters who chose not to 
revister have told the yovernment what they were do 
ing and made a publie stand. Any person who fy con. 
sidering this action should do so only 1f willing to tace 
imprisonment, since prosecution is vers likely for 
‘public’ draft resisters. Clanees of prosecution and im- 
prisonment vary from one federal conit district to 
another. 

“If you decide not to register but do not tell the 
government what you are dome, you still luce the sanie 
penalty as a ‘public’ resister. A ‘private resister is less 
likely to be found out than a ‘public’ resister. lout, if 
discovered, may face a harsher penalty because ot the 
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nevative attitudes of prosecutors and judyes. Private 
resisters who were discovered were usually given a 
chance to reuister . 

“During the late years of the Vietnam era, over 
half of all seutences for draft resistance were probation, 
usually with civilian work under court direction, There 
is no way to predict what sentences might be handed 
down in the future."—Excerpted from You and the 
Draft, a CCCO publication. 





ON KOVIC, a Vietnam veteran, 
who as a result of the atrocity 
of war is paralyzed from the chest 
down, spoke at an anti-draft rally on 
the Capitol steps, Washington, D.C. 
on April 30, 1979, after having been 
rolled up the stairs to a microphone 
in a wheelchair. He said in part: 
“When the time comes for you 
to march against the draft, think of 
me in this wheel chair. I thought I 
was fighting for the American 
dream. | know now I was cheated 
and tricked and lost three-fourths of 
my body for nothing (in Vietnam). 
Now, the audacity, the madness, 
they want to brutalize another 
generation. Well, I say if they try to 
bring buck the draft, they'll reap a 
rebellion like they've never see.” 
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Only vou can decide whether or not you should 
resist the draft. Most resisters who have been in prison 
do not regret their decision, but you should not lightly 
make a decision that may result in your being sent to 
jail. Prison is always a difficult and denianding ex- 
perience; for sorne people it 1s literally traumatic. some 
draft resisters bear the scars of prison for the rest of 
their lives (as do some veterans of war and military ex- 
perience). Emotionally and spiritually crippied by 
their prison experience, they face a long and difficult 
“road back,” if indeed they ever return to their carlier 
promise and potential. 


We do not want to overemphasize this point, but it 
must be seriously weighed by those who are con- 
templating nonregistration. 


Why People Refuse To Register 
We are inspired and vreatly encouraged by the 
anti-draft activities that have emerged spontaneously 
all over the land. Included have been much thouulht 
and action focused on nonreyistration. We have 
brought together here several statements —some new, 
some old—that will help to interpret drutt resistance to 


the reader. 
— Peace Education Dis sion, AFSC 


(May, 1980) 


A VIETNAM-ERA NONREGISTRANT, 
DRAFT RESISTER, 
CONVICTED FELON SPEAKS 


When [ turned 18 in August 1969 at the height of the 
Vietnam war I publicly refused to remster for the dratt. 
My statement said, in part, “Vietnam is not an isolated 
blemish tarnishing an otherwise noble record of 
American foreign policy. Vietnam is, rather, just 
another sore of the saime disease that Jed us into 


The Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom strenuously opposes the con- 
scription of men or women for war or 
preparation for war and we oppose reuistra- 
tion as the first step toward conscription . . 
“Sisterhood is international—it dues 
not stop al international borders. [f we em- 
brace militarism and conserniption «as purt 
of equality we will be declaring our sistery 
as enemies. That is something we as 
women and as feminisis WILL NEVER 
do. We must refuse the mad rush toward 
military confrontation. Sisterhood is 
powerful. Say NO to registration; say NO 
to the draft.” 
— Women’s International Leayvue 
for Peace and Freedom 
(January 1980) 
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LIKE, NOW! 





“The President's call for registration 
has taught the Soviets a lesson... 
that they’d better not ever 
try to draft our young peuple.” 


DUNAGINS PEOPLE by Ralph Dunagin 
© (1980) Field Foterpeises, Ine. 
Courtesy uf Ficid Newspaper Syndicate 


Guatemala in 1964 and into the Dominican Republic 
in 1965. The Vietnam war could end tomorrow and the 
basic nature and direction of American foreign policy 
would remain unchanged.” My statement proved only 
too true. 

The first responsibility of a person conscientiously 
opposed to a particular institution is to refuse to 
cooperate with—or be a part of—that institution. If 
you were opposed to slavery, vour first obligation 
would be not tuo own slaves. If you were opposed to 
beating children, the first thing for vou tu do would be 
not to beat yuur children. Imagine the hypocrisy of 
working against child-beating while being a child- 
beater yourself! So it is with the draft. If sou are con- 
scientiously opposed to registration and conscription, 
you should lave nothing to do with them. 

This is both a moral and a practical issue. How ef- 
fective can an individual be who, while opposing 
registration, cuoperates with it? Only by refusing to be 
a part of policies you oppose can vou raise a clear, ef- 
fective, and unequivocal voice aguinst those policies. 


What | am advocating is draft reswranec. not draft 
evasion, People who oppose the draft bec ative of deeply 
held moral or relivious reasons—bDecuuse thes believe 
that war is a crime against humanity —showie publicly 
refuse to register. 

Refusing to register is the most effective way to 
manifest opposition to the current nature cad cireetion 
of American foreign poticy. | wdvocate this oven though 
I realize that in 0 doing I may be violating the Selec- 
tive Service law. 

—Jerry Elmer, Field Secretary 
American Friends Service Comumitter 
Providence, Rhode Island 
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FERSPECT IME 
OF A BLACK RESISTER 
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I was a draft resister during the Vietnam cra and spent 
two and a half years in jail fur draft refiioal. Ms brother 
who became a marine and fought in Viewusra recently 
died of Avent Oranve powoning. The high seliwel [ at- 
tended, with a student body composed soicls of blick. 
Puerto Rican and poor white students, had the luighest 
Vietuain casualty rate per stuclenet ot ans hiuty school in 
America. This is the conteat in which | approuch non- 
cooperation with the draft. 

As we look at the present attempts {0 re:nstitute 
the ‘legal’ draft, we must understand that for Chird 
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“The National Res .tance Comimiuitee is 
confident that a strategy of concerted 
resistance can bring canseription to a halt. 
The draft, like all fornns of tyranny, 
depends on the cotnpliance of people ceho 
hecome victims through their tacit obe- 
dience to immoral laws. By withholding 
our cooperation, boycotting registration, 
and standing in solidanty with thousands 
of other resisters, the SSS law will be made 
inoperative and unenforceable.” 


— National Resistance Committee, 
P.O. Box 1433, Washington, 1.C). 20013 
(Spring 1980) 
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World people and white working people the draft 
never stopped. The so-called volunteer ariny has really 
been a form of cconontic conscription. As we approach 
a movetnent of non-cooperation with the dratt, it can- 
not be a sterile, abstract opposition to the draft. The 
movenient must link up with movements against 
racism and sexi, for jobs, and housing and quality 
education. We must recognize that America can 
prepare for and jivht a war without a single white 
middle-class colleve student being drafted. If we are 
truly opposed to the military and the draft, then our 
moveinent must attack’ the conditions which allow 
militarisin and conscription to continue. 
— Michael Sinmons, 
former statt of S.N.C.C. and A.F.S.C. 


NON-COMPLIANCE: 
WORLD WAR II 


In 1941 Jim Bristol, at that time a Lutheran pastor in 
Camden, New Jersey, refused to complete his draft 
questionnaire. He was sentenced to 18 months in 
prison. 

From the statement he read in court: 

“Selfish personal interests did not prompt me to 
take tnis step. I could have clainied deferment on three 
grounds: (1!) as a munistcr, (2) as a man who became 29 
years of age on February }2, 1941, (3) as a married 
man with one child... | am not evading the draft; | 
am opposing military conscription . . 

“I believe in democracy, and I| believe in de- 
fending democracy, but the only sane way to defend it 
is by making it work. Conscription tends to destroy, not 
to preserve democracy. | am opposed to miiitary con- 
scription, not only for niyself but also for my native 
land .... 

“l cannot regard the draft as a census. The whoie 
purpose of the law is to raise an army. [In our highly 
complex arid interdependent socicty opposition to war 
and the military system must content itself with 
relative positions . . . for James Bristol it is wrong so far 
to sanction military conscription as to complete his 
Selective Service questionnaire. 

“{ am sorry that { must disobey the law of the 
land. } have always striven to uphold it, but in this in- 
stance I feel that I amy obeying a higher law than inan- 
made law.” 
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Reaffirmation: Thirty-nine Years later 


After 39 years I am still totally opposed to con- 
scription. As belligerents iu World War I} Americans 
embraced the conscription of the toluliturians, their 
secret police and covert intelligence operations, and 
their practice of the saturation bombmy of civilian 
populations, and since that war the judyiment and skills 
of their leading nuclear scientists in pertectung a grisly 
arsenal of bombs and missiles. 

In 1941 the Selective Service Act was a pernicious 
law, war-making in intent, totalitarian in conerpt and 
impact. | was compelled then to put myse!t uritside that 
law, in spite of its provisions for indiviciual conscren- 
tious objectors. | am compeiled now to du everything in 
my power to oppose the reinstitution and operation of 
registration and conscription. [ encourave youtig peo- 
ple of draft age to retuse registration (ubsiousiv, each 
one following her or lus conscience), and state my 
readiness to aid and abet them and to be complicit in 
their refusal to comply with the provisions of the law. 


—jim Bristol, Coordinator 
Stop the Draft Project 
American Friends Service Committee 
Philadelphia, PA 
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“Registration for a military draft usa mao; 
step toward war... as leaders of religious 
and academic communities, ... we cppose 
registration and until work to stop it. We 
believe that many young men ‘und 
women) will refuse to register .... Some of 
us will resist the draft by wearing arm 
bands during any = registration, by 
picketing places of registration, or by 
refusing to pay federal taxes for the draft 

. we hope to share some of the ternble 
burden put upon our young people by u 
compulsory registration and draft sustem 
that threatens once again to send them to 
far parts of the world to kill and be killed. ~ 

— Excerpt from Call to Cunscience. 
signed by key religious and academic 
leaders, and issued by the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation 
(April 1980) 
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FACING THE DRAFT: 
CONFESSIONS OF 
A RELUCTANT RESISTER 
SE 


“The question was this: Is registering for the draft so 
wrong tn itself? No one was being drafted, no one was 
asking tne to curry a Weapon or make any commitment 
about the future. Notling was asked of ne but that I 
SIZ tay Name... 

“T must persunally write my natne in their book. If 
that was really such a little thing why was | beng 
threatened with prison? It uccurred to me that the draft 
was part of the quiet inilitarization of society, an effort 
to make war seem like a harniless bit of bureaucracy, a 
natural part of the landscape... . 

“I kuow how hard it 1s to face this issue at 18, 19 

. or 24. 1 know how inuch I would have given to 
know six ycars ago that I was not alone—that someone, 
somewhere, agreed that this was a significant issue, 
and that there was a cominunity of people who would 
support me in whatever choice [ decided to make. | 
want to be able to say to the voung people facing this 
issue today that they are not alone. 

“If my story has anything else to offer, I hope it is a 
bit of encouragement: Just because we cannot now 
hear our inner voice above the noise that ts ail around 
us does not mean it has gone silent, or that we shall not 
hear it tomorrow.” 

—Excerpted from Robert Ellsberg’s perceptive 

and illuminating article in the February 1980 
Catholic Worker 
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“Registration cannot be separated from a draft; 
it's all part of the same program. The peacetime 
draft is more characteristic of a totalitarian 
system than free society... system of involun- 
tary servitude. If we had not had the draft, we 
woukl never have been at war for the length of 
fime we were int Vietnam. As long as each 
President had that unlinuted supply of man- 
power, he could sustain that policy without a 
Congressional declaration of war”. 
—Senator Mark Efatfield 
(Republican, Oregon) 
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“The great mass of US-year-olds ane ween 
no clroice. Jlus. . the older generation uniner 


lates the younger, on the altar of Nlolach What 
God, centuries auo. forbade Abraham to do 
even to his own son, — 

‘Lay not thy hand upon the lal. neither do 
thou anything unto hin’— this we do by decrre 
to the entire youth of a nation.” 

—A, J. Muste, Of Holy Disobedience, 1952 


WHY IT BURNED MY DRAFT CARD 
IN 1967 


Until I burned tny draft registration card at the U.N. 
on April 15, 1967 | had been classified us a legally 
recognized conscientious objector Three considera- 
tions motivated me to refuse further couperation with 
the draft, a decision which entailed the risk of going to 
prison. 

First, no war I could imagine being dratted to 
fight could be morally justified. There were--atd still 
are today—only three types of war for «snten tie U-S. 
is likely to draft people: first, a nuclear war with he 
Soviet Union—in my view, not only immoral, but ut- 
terly insane; second, a war of intcryention in a Third 
World country, which the U.S. expernence in Vietnam 
and Sovict experience in Afghanistan situw is both une 
just and unworkable; and third, a war ayutnst our own 
people, particularly poor and minority people us they 
struggle to demand justice at home. 

Second, in counselling young people I discovered 
that the entire draft classification system, includiny the 
category of conscientious objector, is fundamentally 
unfair and discriminatory, especially czainst poor and 
minority people. I was unwilling to accent the special 
privilege which my backyround helped to provide me. 

Third, I came to believe that the dratt itvell is imn- 
moral and inevitably leads to the greater nulitarization 
of our society. 

For these reasons, I decided to refine to cooperate 
with the draft and to join with others 'n consetentious 
nonviolent resistance. I believe that th today cnouvh 
people tuke this stand the draft can be stopped and war 
can be prevented, 

—Ron Young, 
National Peace Education Secretary 
American Friends Service Comintttee 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL 
BLACK CAUCUS 
OPPOSES DRAFT REGISTRATION 


‘Sa le 


“Compulsory military registration and service prior to 
congressional approval of war are unwarranted, 
dangerous and possibly illegal... . 

“Equally as troubling is the exteut to which the 
draft facilitates involvement in foreign conflicts. As the 
Vietnain War again iilustrates, the burden of stopping 
an undeclared war through convressional action is ex- 
ceptionally difficult, no inatter how wrong the war, 
and the burden is rightfully and constitutionally placed 
on the President to demonstrate to Conyress the need 
for a draft at time of war... . 

We are equally as opposed to a system of universal 
registration for military service in the future as we are 
to the actual draft. The registration system facilitates 
actual conscription, and we believe that it is being of- 
fered as a first step in that direction . 

—From Congressional Black Caucus Statement 

in Opposition to the Reinstitution of the Draft 
and Draft Registration (June 1979) 


WES “GL Ee a 


ONE PERSON’S 
COMPLICITY STATEMENT: 
A Suggestion for Those 
Not Vulnerable to Draft Registration 


Se 


“T hold sacred all life and try to live in that spirit which 
removes all suffering. Because of mv beliefs | must in 
all conscience work to defeat reyistration, the draft and 
the militarization of all soctety. 

“If these efforts should prove fruitless and our 
government reinstitutes draft registration, I shall, with 
the assistanee of Cod, encourage, aid and abet all 
young persons tu become nonregistrauts. | shall advise 
these sane youny people on the evils of conipliance 
with a systein of militarization destuned to maim and 
kill other people because of disputes which our leaders 
are either incapable of or unwilling to solve. 

“If we ure to survive as a civilization we niust not 
learn war any more!’ 

— Clenda Poole, Peace and Social Activist, 
Mother of two sons 


THE 
SOJOURNERS FELLOWSHIP 
TAKES A STAND 
Pe TE Er ee a ee) 


“The revival of draft registration 1s being used to 
threaten war... 

“Retusing the call to arms ts based on the fun- 
damental moral reality that there nm no fonver any 
threat greater than war itself . 

“The imeinbers of Sojourners Fellowship have 
deterinined to refuse the call to arms at every point, in- 
cluding reyistration for the draft. Further, we advocate 
that others likewise refuse. Specifically, we encourage 
young nien and women to refuse to revister tor the 
draft and support them in that decision. We regard this 
as our pastoral responsibility, and would invite others 
who have specific pastoral care for young people to 
consider it their responsibility as well. For those above 
draft age, the present situation should occasion a fresh 
look at the contradiction of pasing tor war with oui tax 
dollars and at the risks we ure taxing for peace 

“In ignoring Jesus’ words, we in the church have 
sacrificed our vocation of being an obstacle to war. We 
must reclai:n that vocation now.” 


—Jim Wallis, Editor 
Sojourners Magazine (March 198v) 


“If Congress votes for registration, War 
Resisters League supports all those who 
refuse fo register. If one person refuses, the 
State will jail that person as un example. If 
a hundred refuse, the State will jal them 
as a warning. If a thousand refuse to 
register, the State ull arrest them us a 
threat to public order. But IF A TIUN- 
DRED TIIOUSAND OPENLY REEUSE 
TOW RECISHER. Till PRESIDENT 
CAN NOISE NEORCE THE tA AND 
NO ANKMESTS WILt, OCCUR.” 
—Statement by War Resisters Leavue 
(Spring 1980) 


ee es Ee eas es 


eZ 





RESISTANCE 
DID NOT START YESTERDAY 


Resistunce to oppression and tyranny, opposition to 
war and military entrapment, dedication to peace and 
the things that make for peuce—all, thunk Cod, have 
been with iy for centunes. The light insists upon shuin- 
ing in the darkness, 

A brief reference to our common heritage may be 
helpful at this pot, and may help us to realize that 
resisters today take their place in a long and honoruble 
tradition of testimony and experience. They are part of 
the never-cnding streant of those committed to non- 
violence and peace and ywhen it is required of us) civil 
disobedience. 

The Judaco-Chiristian community is replete with 
supporting insight and conviction through the years. 
The AkSC draws understandably upon the experience 
of the Society of Friends, at the same ttine fully con- 
scions that the teachings of most religinus communities 
provide a basis for resisting war und conscription. 

Charles C. Walker writes in his “Quakers and the 
Dratt™: 

“Friends in America have been in conflict with the 
draft since before the Revolutionary War. Early 
minutes of Friends groups reveal the issues: whether to 
pay fines for refusing to comply, to buy substitutes, to 
provide lists of male members between the aves of 16 
and 60, to register as Friends in order to be granted 
complete cvemption, to perform alternative service. 
Quaker history in this country provides antecedents or 
parallels for nearly every question now uncer debate. 

“The resistance theme is strong and recurrent... . 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting said in September 1776: 
‘Tt is our judgment that such who make religious profes- 
sion with as, and do openly or by connivance, pay anv 
fine, penalty or tux, in ticu of therr personal services for 
carrying on war, or who cunsent to, and allow their ap- 
Prentices or servants to act thercin so thereby viclate 
our Chiistian testimony, and by so dotng manifest that 
they are not in relivious fellowship with us.’ . 

“Friends in the [8th and 19th centuries 
characteristically opposed any condition other than ab- 
solute cxeinption. When a requirement came tito force 
in the curly 1830's that conscientioas objectors make an 
affirmation befare the military authorities that they 
were unwilling to bear artns, North Carolina Yearly 


14 


Meeting thereupon advised members avast com- 
pliance with the regulation: “it world be best for 
Friends to remain quietly at home.” . 

“When Congress provided for alternative service 
in the ISG4 consenption law, Friends took differing 
views about this coneession. An editorial in the Or- 
thodox Friend said: ‘lt matters not whether the cum. 
inutation for military service is money or personal ser- 
vice in some other department: in either case itis an 
assumption on the part of the government of a riuht to 
oblige the subject to violate his conscience, of to exacts 
penalty if he elects to obey God rather than man. i 
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A partial list of other organtzations 
that traditionally have supported and 
assisted nonregistrants. 


American Civil Liberties Union 
600 Penn Ave., S.E., Washington DC 20002 


Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 
29208 South St., Philadelphia PA 19146 
and 1251 2nd Ave., Sun Francisco CA “4122 


Church of the Brethren 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin TL 60120 


Clergy and Laity Concerned 

198 Broadway, New York NY 10038 
Committee Against Registration and the Draft 
945 2nd Ave., N.E., Washington DC 20002 


Fellowship of Reconciliation 

Box 271, Nvack NY 10960 

Friends Peace Conimittee 

1515 Cherry St., Philadelphia PA 19102 


Friends United Meeting 
101 Quaker Lill Drive, Richmond IN tee 4 


Mennonite Central Conimittee 
2} South 12th Se., Akron PA 17501 


National Interrelivious Service 

Board for Conscientious Ohjectors 

550 Waslnnuton Bldy., bith & New York Wwe. NOW. 
Washington DC 20005 


War Kesisters’ Leauue 

339 Lafayette St., New York NY 10012 
Women's International league 

for Peace and Freedom 

1213 Race St., Philadelphia PA 19107 
Women’s Strike for Peace 

201 Massachnsetts Ave., Washington DC 20002 
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APPENDIX B 


COCO astara Poe 
l 16564 
an agency tor military and dratt counseling 


1251 2nd avenue 3rd tloor 
san francisco ca 94122 « 1415) $66-0500 


May 2, 1980 


Dear Friend: 


imjemeentta: Committee tor Conscientious Cbjectors is a non-orofit organization 
that has been working since 1948 to helo individuals unable to participate in 
the military for reasons of conscience. 


Since President Carter's announcement in January that he intends to resume draft 
registration, we've been working overtime to keep you up-to-date about reg:istra- 
tion and draft-related issues. 


Enclosed you will find information to help you think through your ideas about 
conscientious objection to war and alternatives available to you other than m1- 
Peeamyesecvice. “Inere i$ alse a memo outlining what you can expece if you don’t 
register with the Selective Service system, as well as the latest issue or the 
Drart Counselor's Newsletter, to tell you what is currently happening with the 
President's draft registration proposal. 


Beevouetnink you might be 2 C10. or are inclined at all in that direction, CCCO- 
WR urges you t3 go on record as one as soon as possible. If and when registra- 
Ploneoegins, and i= your consictence oermits you to register, write in bold iet- 
Eeusean, the registration torm, “I AM A CONSCIENTICUS OBJECTOR." 


Make xerox copies of the form and hang onto them. (Selective Service might not 
Keep the card you send in, Dut you may be able to use the copies of the card 
you retain to reestablish that you were a C.0. at the time you registered.) 


We also suggest, while you have time to do so, that you get your ideas on con- 
Sementious Objection togethér. One good way is to write responses ts the Ques-~ 
tions SSS asked C.0.'’s during the Vietnam war. Discuss your ideas with a trained 
Pounselor,. Read through the “Handbock cor C.0.‘'s.” 3ut do so now. According 
Pomulalisereleased Dy SSa, you'll fave only 15 days so make 2 €.O. Ciaim atter 
Receiving tirat telégram informing you of your induction ints the ailitary. 


MiGnuUgeCmtnmEnis DaCKel are tie GqueStions’ Sa5 asked of €.0.'s, as well as a de- 
tailed discussion or (.0. stazus and requirements. 


CCEO-WR is a small organicgtion, supported entirely by private donations. (b- 
viously, we don't get Federal funding, and there aren't a lot of big founda- 
tions bankrolling anti-draft work. Which means we rely entirely on your gener- 
Osity to survive. 


Weeneed aedonation of act least $2.50 to cover the cost of the enclosed materi- 
als and postage. If you can dona-e more, it would be greatly appreciated, and 
al ilenelpexeeo US in business. 


Pax, 


cht CLA. 


Charites Rohrbacher 
for tne sti CCCO 


mem, 


Founded in i348 as she Central Conmsrea for Sonsetenticua Chjectors. 
A NON-Oro;2.2 Srgantaaticn. Ail comertduttons are tax-deductible. 
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NOTE TO COUNSELORS: I, SUrlion Of gua td Peeuies 
BOmverusete ag a fod 2% SUurSeliNa. we Uye Gou >. 
Beets, vevrent :¢, and give 25 as gtde 2 itstri- 
button as possivie. These most commonly Q3AG1 ja 3- 
Stones are uissured by Sill srtth of sna selective 
Service mw Panel in Los 


TQGeA 


mee ee ee ee ee ~ 


On June 27, 1989, Presidente 
lation resuaing drart revistration in the United 
Sepeesetor Cle first time slnce the Vietnam sar. 
RegtscraciOl’ is cxpected to commence on July 21, 
1980 w1tn the yvounyz men born in lJoud und 1361 re- 
gistering during tne two weeks following that date. 


Carter signed legis- 


Following 1s 4 list of questions mose frequently 
asked by vouny Men concerning tuelr rights and re- 
sponsibilities under tue new draft Law: 


QY. Who is required to revister under the new law? 


A. All male U.S. citizens botn inside and outside 
the U.o. wio were born on or after January 1, 1960. 
All aliens residing in the U.o. in tne same age 
groups, with the exception or aliens in the Uniced 
States on temporary Visas fulplomats, forergn stu- 
Memes, CObCi¥m cress réoresentatives, ete.). All 
refuyees in tne United Stutes (Cubans, Vietnamese 
boat people, etc.). ill American (ndiaus, irre- 
Seective Ol ally Creuty rivhts. All residents of 
Guam, Puerto Rico, tre Virgin [slands, Alaska, 
bawarr und the district of Columbia. Any resi- 
dent of American Samoa or Swains Island who comes 
towche United States. In short, any nale in tne 
Feguisite ave group, otner than a hundful of non 
resident aliens. 


Q: If I refuse to register, when does the statute 
Of limitations run out on my offense? 


A: On your $Slst birthday. However, 1f you are out- 
Side the US between your 26th birthday and your 3lst 
birthday, the statute aay be “tolled”, meaning that 
you could be prosecuted at a later date. Check with 
ameaever herore relying on this. 


include undocumentcd workers born 
L360 @s0 called “illegal al- 


Y. Does this 
atcer January li, 
Pens’: ). 


noe eS. 
Q. Why are undocumented workers required to re- 
pister - can tney legally be inducted into the 


Armed Forces? 


A. «at the present time, only legal permanent 
resident aliens are permitted to enter the Armed 


Forces. An undocumented worker cunnot lepally 
enter the military. Reyuiring such sndividuals 
POererister is purely punitive - in ract, celec- 


tive Service nas issued u directive requiring Se- 
lective Service employees to renort any person to 
the Immigration and suturalizatiun Service »hom 
they "“suspect’’ of being ag illegal alien. (See- 
tion 603.3 of tne xegistzant’s Precessing tanual). 
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Q. What information must be given by the -oumig 
man wno registers, and where does registration 
occur? 


A. The registrant must appear at a post office 

to fill owt a registration form upon whic: he must 
Wiest his dare of Sirti sex, Social security nuaber, 
full name, current mailing address, permanent cesi- 
dence, current phone number, Signature and Jute. 

He must also indicate «nether he Wishes to auve 1S 
name, address and telepnone number yviven to Armed 
FOrCeSerccrumcors murat ture CO provide any of ints 
information 13 punishapdle by 2 maximum sentence of 
tive years in a Federal prison and/or 4 fine of 
$10,000.00. 


Q 7) Doesn’t 10 violate the Prawacy Act t9 require 
all of this intormation - especially the svcis1 
Security number? 

A: Perhaps, but in response to a letter from the 
ACLU, Selective Service director Bernard <ostker 
said that there would not be prosecutions tor tuil- 
ing to provide the Social Security number 


Draft opponents suggest that you refuse to :aciude 
the numoer since it will foul-up Selective Service 
recordkhecoin; tn other words, you don't really 
have to put it down. 


G: L£ I choase to register, vill there be a place 


en the card where [ can indicate that 1 am 4 consei- 
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DRAFT Q&A 


entious vdjyector? 


Peo Me Sclec tive Service, in their instruct tun>s 
Pome enOthers, tUpNesiied tne ali sards cst 
OeMucerccs., re wdless ot what 15 eFICtci on fhe. 
Inetdentialis, the Secial Security number box (Bux 
3) contains eautly the number of Spaces necesoury 
fortit the stiteuent, “! am acevo." Also, there is 

a box on the card asking whether a cecruiter can 
Contact you. fF vou are a CY), you may want to cheer 
the box and huve « chac about your consclentious ubd- 
Peer One elit yur resruiter. 


Omeesell, then, let's get to the ultimate gues- 

Cron - inw'’t the drart law unconstitutional tased 
UPON seA of Age disertMinution or involuntary servi- 
tude” 


A. Uf course! cul ave must remember wno the al- 
timate arbitrator of tnis question is - the w.iaon 
piememe Coirt, lf trey decicde Lf 1s constitution- 
ieerredwOcsi = Natieremmat the peuple tnink, oc 
SVeENewhiat “S4kKES5 sense. a.3in, any individual would 
be ill-ad.ised to refuse to repister because of tie 
UWeonacitucsOtalit’ of she drartt law. -«e must arait 
PNewoutscome of I,tisation presently deing pressed 
Byeche nacional A.c.L.U. 


Q. sut wnat 1f | refuse to revister because [ 
wreyebelieve the lin .5 unconstitutional - 
meesn t thit provide me ath a Jegvense in Court? 


A. Provably not; if you guess wrong and the Supreme 
Court upholds the constitutionality of the drare 
law, you are Facing a maximum sentence of five yeurs 
anverea) S10,000.u0 tine. In fact, tux violstion of 
the drutt law carries the same maximum penalty - 
Meesetre same Whether you burn down tine draft board, 
Or burn your draft card, retuse to register, or fa:11 
to notity them of a cnange in your mailing address. 


Q. Nevertheless, isn't it true that a large number 
of young men have announced that they won't re- 
gister for the draft under any Clrcunstance - how 
are they zoing to take such a large number of men 
to court? 


Meeeeced dar-e number gublicl’ refuse to register, 
the Government may pick out only the most vocal oft 
anti-dratt refusers to prosecute. However, during 
past periods the wovernment prosecuted uny and ail 
Non-reyistrauntsS wno came to tnerr attention, and 
again one would act act his peril in assuming thac 
there 15 safety 1m numbers. Also, the draft pro- 
ponents have sugpested curative legislation shicn 
would permit cross-chechkinyg of Social Security 
computer listings with Selective service computer 
PVStinps to ferret out those who furled to register. 
Anyone planning to refuse to register should be sell 
aware of the potential pensltivs and act only after 
receiviny accurate information. 


Q. f was born in 1962. 
ter and shen could | be 


when will lL have to regis- 
drafted? 


A. Individuals born 1n 1962 must register in 
Sandary, 19S) 4€ a Cime to be specified!’ at a la- 
ter date. Individuals born in 1963 and later must 
Bepister at or abauc the time of Cnerr 18th bircth- 
dates. \ person born in lool has Ais primary yeur 


druwing as yet. 


(2) 


of LlWbility for the draft in che calenduc 
lsc linuary 1, lys2 to Secembes 52, 
dur the 7OlCerv syStem, Clie seimiry cir o¢ 
bility occurs in the rear in shich vou 
sutn Oircohday. In 1983, a. berson bord tn 
Jou -nter Cac second’ priority selection  roup. 
HescOudu not be Ordérel to rescore for induccion 
until all people born in 1963 Kad been ordered 
to report. The individual Calls into succes- 
Sively lower priority selection proups eich ear 
thereatter, until he reaches his 26th birthday. 


wale lie 
whe 

clb- 
your 
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Q. .sow Joes the lottery system work? 


A. Men are asSiygnmed lottery numbers based upon a 
random drawing which occurs after revistration, 
asSigning umbers from | to 365 to tne davs oF 
Cietvear, Louvres. ts ao vegmanent loser mciber 
Dasecamupon Clie lumber ASS lomed Corvour “of -auace. 
Veterstnut, tc dratt calls are. isstied tnescalts 
zo first to the lowest number (nuimnoer | : 
lowest) and then orogressively higher number: 
Eel the quotas fOr a given year have Seen net. 
Mon ahe sirarteu trom Che Lirst Srioritcy selection 
Croup, 1m orcer oc lottery numbers. (tf 311 men 
ingtne Tirst priority selection group: cagse 
Becoming aye 20 in that parcicular calendar <e1r) 
are taken, those in the second priority selection 
RrOUD 920 Nextjpy tottery number. The icea (ts to 
take younyer men first, and then cake older men if 
necessary. 


FERS Sey 
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Q. When will the lottery drawing occur for nen 
born in 196u? 


A. selective Service has not announced a iotterv 
ror now, only registration is con- 
Comolated.  ttowever, scney could oroceed 6 a lottery 
and classifications without further Congressional 
approval. Only actual tnductions into the Army re- 
Quire further Congrssional approval - all else san 
be accomplished under existing legislation. 


QJ. JU£ 1 was born in 1962, could {i be drafted any 
carlier than January 1, 1982? 


A. .ot under existing legislation, unless Conyress 
guve approval and there was a serious national emer- 
pency 9) ‘eniomnotuenter the firsc oriority sélce- 
ctOn eroup wunt:! Januury |, of the year in »hica 
they Occome aye 29. 


what if t leave the U.S. for another country 
before registration commences - must 1 register 
for the draft? 


AG VeS a ea ll Vepewetecens, MUST Keo i ster, even 
those who live outside the U.S. or have departed 

the U.S. bor any reason. However, only alicns who 
actualiv live ta the U.S. and are otherwise eligible 
for registration, must register. 


Q. What if 1 leave the U.o. and renounce my citizen 
ship - what are tne legul consequences? 


but vou could ne- 
Drier VisSlt or 


A. You wouldn't have Cv register, 
Ver FCCiint LO Chetliea.,, even tor 4 
vacation, Under [mmigration ELtr sen slo 
ltames the Uc3. Co avold military service ahd «ho 
FEROUNCES WES CIEL cenSiip to AVOld restotrat ion 
for the drift, 18 permanently ineligible co center 


law, ot 
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CRAFT Q&A (3) 


the ul... 


ue 


fone evic tC lain wir eventually return to the JU... 


warnoat pettalty - 


Remeeres, otc 1f COuk J Proclanacion by two oresi- 


G@enmcs tO Clear the way tor their return, diid we 
Canetecwpect( Nigtory tO reocat itselr. Unless 

an amnesty or psrdon 1s issued, you might never 
be able tu return. Alse, vour status varies de- 


pendilly upon whether you renounce your U.S. citi- 
zenship or simply refuse to obev Selective Service 


law. In the tormer cause, you can never return 
Renew J Urecoidenttal amnestry or pardon. 


the U.S. 


Ueeeoek. = i°m willing to take the risks: when is 


the next train to Canada? 


A. The trains have stopped running! Moth Canada 


and Sweden have changed their immigration laws 
and policies, and it is virtually impossible for 


a young man to immigrate to either country today. 


Q. What about deferments? Couldn't [ stay out 
of the Army by becoming a career student? How 
about occupational deferments? Could [ stay out 
by buying a certi€icate in the Universal Life 
Church as a a1nister? 


A. All student deferments #111 probably de 
eliminated (they already have been eliminated 
for undergraduates). At present only students 
in medical school or schools of dentistry, 
Osteopathy, optometry, podiatry, veterinary 
medicine, or registered nursing are eligible for 
such deferments. Also, students in accredited 
theological, divinity or rabbinical schools. 

The only occupational deferments are those for 
ministers, priests, rabbis, etc. A certificate 


in the Universal Life Church will only be laugned 
at by Selective Service (don's believe the ads in 
college newspapers «nich claim that such certifi- 
cates confer automatic eligibility for determents). 
You must be a full time minister, etc., or student 
selective Service 
frowns upon any religion which isn'ec at least $00 


preparing for the ministry, ete. 


years old and ortented toward western culture. 
You might win in court if you are really a legi- 
Cimacte minister or cCneological student, but ex- 
pect a tough fight 1f 1t isn’t a traditional 
Church. tre-medical or pre-theological students 
don’t get the deferments - only those actually 
attending the schools mentioned. Medical spe- 
Cialist> may be subject to a special draft for 
medical specialises, after they finish their 
training. 


Q. What shout conscientious objection? I['m not 
religious, Lut I am opposed to war and | would 
refuse to fight. 


A. {f€ you are conscientiousty opposed to parti- 
Clpation in avr imu any form vou may qualify for 


couscicntious cbyector stutus. You don't have to 


Memon CoC Ot tne people «ho fled to Canada to 


In the 
Peeter case, *OU can return, but vou miyht ituve to 
face prosecucion for dratt evasion, and there is no 
Statute of |.mitutions while you are living outside 


be religious - even atheists can qualify. see a 
qQualitied Jrarse counselor! This exemption :s 
quLte comples, and requires extensive counseciiny. 
NOVEFUNGIGCSS 2 0f SOU AreG Tera tstent, YOU vat on taIn 
an exemption trom military service. Howevir, Wr 


your lottery number is reached for tinduct.on sad 
you pass the physical examination, you alll de 
required to pertorm two years ot alternate civil- 
kan service th sume occupation which contricutes 
CO the wWacilonal Nealth, safety of interest. 15 
VOUrGanm"t £:Nd suen a jOb, selective Service «1 v1 
assign you to the most unpleasant one they cun 
rind; 


Q. [ am the only son in the family. Does this 
make me eligible for a deferment? 


A. Not unless your father Or one or mcre brothers 
Or Sisters died snile serving on Active duty wits 
the Armed Forces or the U.s. or died as 42 resuit 
Of a service-connected disability, leaving you 1s 
the only son in the family. That's the icygal 
definition of a sole surviving son. 


Q. I've got it made - {| qualify for a medical Jefer- 
ment ! 


A. Don't be so sure! Selective Service has proposed 
changes to the regulations «hich will make it more 
difficult to obtain a medical deferment. ‘inder the 
proposed changes, vou don't receive a physical exam 
until the day you enter the Army - 1f you pass, there 
is no appeal. You either enter the Army or ceruse 
induction, The legal test sould then be «netner anv 
reasonable doctor could have found you acceptudle 
under the Arnv's standards. Those standard> are con- 
tained in Army Regulation 40-501, Chapter 2 - avali- 
able at most draft counseling centers. Selecrive 
Service cakes the position that a medical dererment 
15 not a right or priviiege - only the Army nus tie 
privilege of deciding whether to take you or not. 


QOMelewas born im freland, but 1 am now a U.S. cit- 
izen. ['ve neard that people who are citizens of 
both [reland and the United States quality ror de-~ 
ferments. Is that true? 


Xs. Yes! In €act, if you are a citizen oft both the 
United States and any of the following countries vou 
may quality for a deferment - .rgentina, ‘\ustria, Costa 
Rica, Pormosa, wonduras, Iceland, Italy, Liberia, 
Noreay, Patdduavy, Sean, Switcerland, or furss.avio. 
Treaties between the U.S. and these countries provide 
that such determents must de given, even if you save 
beconemaw.S) Giticen, However, you can’. Stcote a 
citizen of one of the named countries now (if vou 
attempt to do sa, you may lose your U.S. citicenship 
and your right to be in the U.S.). Only people «no 
are already a citizen of both the U.S. and one of 

the named countries are eligible. 


Q. I am married and my wife is expecting. Cun ! 
get a hardship deferment? 


A. Perhaps, but your right cto that deferment 1s not 
absolute. being marrtved 1s certainly not ecnowsenh, buc 
having a pregnant wife might be. See a qualitied 
draft counselor if you have anv dependents, even a 
dependent sho relies upon you tor physical assi-tance, 
but is financially independent. ; 
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DRAFT QAA (4) 
‘ 0 1 . + | , * aia aoe bine » > 2 = 
Peel mettiining to be + nuclear physicist. cCoullt ¢ re-Custing you until you pass, onle.s Ciere .3 evi 
dence uf a learning JdJericsency. AVls0, some of the 


get an .vclpational defernent vecause of my critical 
Secupativnsl saL1ll-’ 


A. «wo! IJhere are no occupational JdJefrerments, other 
than those previously mentioned for ministers, ele. 


Q. 1 have been seeing a psychologist tor emotional 
problems for ten yeurs - surely they don't want me! 


Bemetlon’t count on Lf! cxtensive treatment by a 
psychologist is not necessarily a disqualifying de- 
fect - see a drart counselor. This ts one of the most 
common mrsunderstandings that many durents nave - 
dem t luge vour son into complacency just because 

you think he is 4 tlake. The Army may not agree. 
Don't rely on your psveholovist for an Spinton - 
fepshe is 2a psychologist, mot a drart speciziise. 

Even 't the psychologist itngists that they had many 
Simiiar vases in the Vietnam War and all of their 
Patients received deferments, don't believe ic: 
Repeit; see a Jraft counselor. 

Q. O.K., but 1 also smoke pot. Got you now, huh? 
A. lope! The Army knows that most young people 
have experimented «1th drugs. You can't get out un- 
fess) you are virtually 32 drug addicc, and it isn't 
worth it to occome one to stay out - there are easier 
ways tu get a deferment. 


Q. I was arrested and convicted o€ petty theft when | 
wa$ a juvenile. Can | be drafted with a crimina! 
record: 

A. Yes! You have to have a serious criminal record 
to be declured ineligible for the drafct. A juvenile 
record or even one or two misdemeanor convictions a3 
an adule will not keep you out if the Army decides 

it wants you. 

om 


How about gay men? Will they be drafted? 


A. Under present military regulations, 3 gay person 
Cannot enter the Armed Forces. However, since there 
is no longer a stigma attached to being gay in many 
communities, iC remains to be seen what proor the 
mame bs poing to require. Also, the 4.C.L.U. is 
fightiny to overcome military regulations which pro- 
hibic the induction or enlistment of gay peoole. 
There 1S a moral dilemma here - should a person take 
advantage of a regulation «nich clearly discriminates 
against gay people? Get counseling from a z23ay counse- 
ling center 1£ you have qualms 3bdout this one, and 
you should have: 


Q. I entered the U.S. from Mexico 3 months ago as a 
permanent resident alien. I can't speax English very 
well yec. Could 1 be drafted? 


The mental exams at all induccions centers in the 
T€ you can't puss the cest 
incerestingly 


A. 
U.S. are wiven in English. 
in English, you can't be drafted. 
Puerto Rico the tests are given in Spanish. This 
probably discriminates ayutnot Puerto Ricans, but 
the Army claims that nobody is really taken unless 
they cun get by in English anyway. 

Q. Wise wf 1 flunk the wnental cest on purpose?  ttow 
would they know | was fuking? 


A. If you have a high school diploma, they will keep 


QuestlOns ure Cross-intcacd C3 enable the triuv to dee 
CeCtutaniny,. DOlG2 DVUriv On (ne {2st Not cause 
youvo pe reyecteu, bUE MIN Insure tt4l -oOu were 


assigned to a combat role because sou sid nut quality 
for any technical training. 


Jeele -)  S@teae trate neticeamurre | aniecenling <ol- 
hege, Cine ledelay ay anclct ron unti! ! J2avuatle or 
finish the semester?” 


AceeNOl UNELL you vraduate, unless tc ice in your 

Senvor year. Ihe regum@e lions; Jouscrc 2) sou to f1- 

nish the semester, and sou might ve arie to Finis 

the school year if you ure Caalny Soutses that iast 
a full year rather than a semester. 


4. ltlow can 1 register aS 3 CONSCLeNt: sus Objector 
now? I've been told thac Selective lot 
accepting any claims for deferments no... 


ea eye > 


Aj ltsls true Chattvou cannot submit 2 <laim to 
Selective Service now for any deferstuent, U.t you 

¢an go on record in other ways. I[f .vu are a con- 
sclentious objector vou can reyister vcth aany peace 
Sroups Now, cO Orove yOURNSINCérity Wuter. ror cx- 
ample, the Central Committee for Consec:entious Ub- 
sectors in fil laceliphiajethe Jewish Pouce bellows 11D, 


Lie LATNOlIc Peace Fellowship, the Unritsrian-Nniverca 
lise Church, che American Friends Service Comntttee, 
@nd the reliowship of Reconciliation ali uccent re- 
glstrations from conscientious objecrors, and wiil 
DPEOVide proct Of such Tésisctrations .n che future, 
Wien cal ted i90n co7d0s0. 7C.0.°s snould fiil our 
the Special Form For Conscientious Objyecutors 53 
250)) fast) DUblISned Dy Selective servvee in iy72, 
Nave 1t notarized for future reference. Copizs of 
the form may be ootained from any drace counselor. 
You can do the same with any other dereriment, and it 
would be wise to do so. There are sovctal forms for 
dependency, ministerial deferments, etc. 


and 


Q. When wiil Selective Service degin 
dividuals for deferments? when ¢an i 
Classified and given a physical exai? 


processing in- 
expect to te 


Aw At Oresent, Selecrive Service denies anv olans 
for classification, pnys.c3l exams, etc. ut thev 
could iniciate such action without Coneressional 
approval. Von‘t wart for Selective Service to act - 
see a drartt counselor now. 


Os 


A. The Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors. 
125] Second Avenue, Sail Frans isco, Califoriia 94122 
publishes an excellent newsletter for 314.90 per year. 
Also, tne Women Strike lor Peace, 355.) w. rico siva., 
Los Anpeles, CA 90019 has many counseling aids avaiil- 
20.1¢e. 


Where else can [ obtain counseliny materials? 


COCO Wastérn rege 


OA byency for Miiary OX Gtetl Coan song 
12781 - Qnd avenue - 3:0 floor 
ean trancieco, ca 64122 « (415) 546-6400 


Mabie Ponmay 
ooh fan es 


Sow Fwen oe fo seve go 
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ARE TOU ASCONSCTEimevees CBJECTOR? 


You inay be sone of the many men subject to the draft or in the nilicary who 
have serious questions about war. Do you know about the legal provisions <o 
conscientious objectors? Or-are you questioning whether your objection to war 
Memecvenes vy Che law’ nis sheet may be helpful to you. 


Consciéntious Obrector Provisions: The present draft law provides that no 

person shall “Se subjec: to combatant crain- 
ing and service in the armed forces of the United States, wno, by reason 3: 
Bemmeeus) training and Delief, is conscientiously opposed to partic:pation ia 
War in any form "' The military provisions parallel the civilian law. A man «no 
ome pposea Only’ to combatant duty wlll, 1f his claim is upheld, be assigned to 
Memectodtint duty iz drafted; if he is im the military, he «:11 be transfterrec 
to nonconbatant duty. If cpposed to combatant and nonsombatant service, he will 
iemamecinangsd OF, If dratted, ordered to pérzorm civilian work of national .a- 
Dertance. 


Redulous Training and Selier: Although the law spé¢axs of "religious trainin 
> . | : 2 oS 
a w 


and belier,'' the Suprese Court held in 
guapemeed not be religious in the convent:onal sense, or sonsider himse 
Mereews, cOrqual:ty a5 a CQ: tne law does not récuire you 23 0& a memoer sit 3 
puimcnmOrerell 210s Crpanization, nor to sallow any formal creed. Formal -: 
gious training, such as received in Sunday School or church, is not necessary. | 
What you must show is that you have religious or moral beliefs which do ace 
allow you to participate in war. 


Meow nan erOtm. Many men strongly object to she U.S. involvement in [adochina 
wut are unsure whether chey object to narticisation in.%4ar in 
epeecOiccamas the law pequices. Some 12! tind Arlo Tatum'’s ‘So Ycu would na-e 
Fougnt hie row ana se You scule Fight fF This Country Were Attached?", evari- 
able zrom CCCO, heloful as one approach to tnis problem. The following para- 
raphs suggest another. 


Although he Supreme Court held :n 1971 that objection to a particular war 
would not be recognized by law, its decision did not seem to say that a man muse 
Pfoweunat pe would do in every situation before he can qualify as a CO. <A man 
Gammrecagnice tnat his seliefts might change in the future. If he does, che 
Getpresutd, je 1S using “humble good sense."' Hé can still be recognized wis a CO 
Meeveris suse Ne now oojects to all war. 


Scutes nave Held chat Selective Service and military o 
Bogmentoom’s DOsition on past and future wars might be. Se 
Mie a..tire CO AnSaer 3..chs that “a man is insincere. nus 
Denne these guesctions in thinking tnrougn his claim. 


Siverals May isan wa 
me seaurts ave acded 
; a Man snould nat 


Many men, mowever, have difficulty applying their beliefs to a situation 
GilevmucemotsJe.Ually face. I[t may be helprul to realize that one 1s not asaed 
Pompmoyect wnat his beliers mieht be. in che futurB Gr mignt have been in che 
past. What are your beliefs now? How would those beliers -- not dSelier 


rs 
chanyed in some nay that you could not knuw -- ooly to eaes Sreruture was? 
Would your beliefs as tney now stand allow you to fight? 


Sv usking yourself these questions, you may find that you can honestly apply 
ror CO status. [f so, you sh... ‘nuke application even though you do not nave 


or 





G@fewets tO 6VETY Question voumyght bewdsxed. On theMother hand, you may find 
Porp@eannOcenonesciy Sdy sou Oppec. Ola TtiClpation <n war in any form. You 

faye olelemahe Joclication (irar-ees can modify the wording on Fors 150 to suit 
Cjowmmonn Oeliers), buUC Selective Service, the military, and the courts almos< 
MewmemececOeqn se SUCh Glatms, You snould consulce a draft or military counselor 

to discuss other alternatives that might be available to you. Names of counselors 
are available from CCCO. 


Sincerity: In addition to showing that you have a religious or moral objection 
EOuparcleclpation invaar Im any fromm, you mst also demonstrate to 
Selective Service or the military that your beliefs are sincerely held. Sup- 
Powerman g enecners can nelo. Orarc registrants nave the right to appear Sefore tne 
Mediped;a ana Drésen< witnesses. 16 this 1S unsuccessful, they.can appear be- 
fore the state apveal board and, in some cases, the national appeal board. A 
man applying for CQ status in the military is interviewed by a chaplain, a medical 
Grimeer, 4a hearing ofs:cer of grads 0-3 or higher, and oftén times his commanding 
officer. Interviews: and personal appearances may help to establish your sincer- 
Monee neeanyecase, an SORESt claim is the strongest claim. A dishonest one 15 
lixely to backfire not only on you, but on others claiming CO status. 


Nonmem@e Applying for CO status co Selective Service or the military is complex. 


Do not rely on this sheet alone. For the name of a counselor near you, 
eancace CCCO. 


Prepared and printed by CCCO Western Region, 1251 2nd aAve., San Francisco, 
Ca. 94122 (415) 566-0500. 
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Letters in Support of CO Claim 





A cuonecientiouk ohfectoe 18 defined by law as a2 man whu 1a opposed tn participerion 
in wat, becuuse ot reliylous, moral, cehical, o¢ other deeply held bSellefs which arc central 
co hin life. Seleetive Service provides fore two classirications of conscientious odjectors, 
1-a-O0 and 1-0, and a nan nay apply foe ome ac the other. Inetead of being draftec aa a 
ceyulae soldier tf his toveery qumher 16 ecached, a man clasetffed [-A-0 will de required 
to spend two years a8 2 noncombatunt ta tne ailitary(usually a6 a medic); 3 1-0 does not 
cntcec the military but must perform two yeacs of civilian wock approved by Selective Service 
(often {n x huspital). Thece {s ao ceqaicement that a CO be a Quaxec, Brethren, Mennonite, 
oc memher of any othece church. Hany men who belong Co no religtous oeganization and who 
hold ne conventions! celigious heliefa have been offictally cecognized a8 consctenticus oo- 


Jevtors uodec current couct decistony. 


To be recognized aa a 1-A-0 of @ 1-0 dy Sclective Service, a man suse {111 cuc SSS Fora 
150, explaining his beliefs. The man who autmits documencation of Ats atncerity will have « 
greater chance of getting the status he seeks, Refecence letteca from 5 o¢ & peoale who 
know him and can cooficm the truth of wat he says in Hie Porm [50 are helpful. These sug- 
yeationn may help you weite a good lettre of reference: 


1) You have agreed Co write such a reference letter because you believe {in the sin- 
cerity, Ceuthfulness, and guod moral character of the CO, 30 be suce to state that. 

2) Deseribe ways im which the CO lives in secord with his claimed beliefs. Use soe- 
crite detatla, facidents, and exact words as mucn 46 poastble, rather Chan mecely, “He Aas 
always becn a gentle persvo....” TF yar know him from hle activities in chucch oc religtous 
ocyeanizaticns, it is helpful to sentton these. 

3) If you have been influencttal {n his cescing and moral educatior, explain the {deals 
and beliefe you have tried to instill in him. Again, use apecific {netdents and exacc 
words whenevec posaible. 

4) Scate whether you are fami{ltac with the CO’s beliefs, and how you happen to know 
them (e.g., “We've had numerous dlacussions, and I've cead his CO application"). Sumnaclie 
belefly what you uncersctand tu de his teifefe, stressing His opposition to allt wac, and, 
only wnere epolicadie, the religious dSasis of his beliefs. 

5) These potats necdn't de coveced in any special order or language. Use your awn 
wocds; avold a "canncd™ ec cnpted letter. 


Foc these pucnoses, the CO’s local draft board will want you to tell a little atout 
youc background: 

1) What {3s your relationship co the CO? How long have you known him? 

2) what 18 voue occupation? Tf ysu have any background in the armed forces, it js 
helopCul to wention it, Co show your own perspective on wac and the nilicacy. 

3) Do you diseagcec with the CO's belicfs? If so, make that cleac. It makes your tes- 
Limuony co his sitacerfity that much more (rocreusive. 


The Letter should be tCvpewritten, cuncise--usually ant mece Chan the of Cwo pagcs--and 
adklcessea to “Chairman, Loer] Orafe Sostd Na, ae Be sure CO laclude the CO's Selective 
Service numher. Ls you have le ttecncad stationery with youc title and organizational acét- 
Liarion, it may be helpful so use $e. Te letter snuuld de given fo the CO Co ceview end 
send ty hip geaft beacd with ntner papery, You should make a carbon copy cr shotocosy of 
the letter fee the CO's personal seococds, or ne should photocopy tt defore aending te ‘én. 

Lf the CO gocs Detucs ths draft Suacd in peceson co explain Ais dbelfets, he may asx you 
tw po with him as a witness. AkaAiN, yor Should de prepaccd tm talk adout specific decatla 
which {Lllustcate Chat he tries ta live cunsistently with Ale dbellefs. le is useful to con- 
pul with tne CO dhefece Che aypearance, Co be sure you undecscand his belic(s, anil tne vays 
youc expectences wilh him relete fo then. You muy Se aiven very little time to talk, so you 
should he preparod tn say the most importune things firse. 


For fuether jaformation, CO's should consult CCCO'w Handhook fare Connelentioua Chlectoace: 
a trails amadpremaota mie 


CO's (n the Acned Forces of the Reverves seeking to be disehacged should sce "Advice toc Con- 
geventious Cbhjectncs la the Armed Porces"” (CCCO). 


ee nena ee ee renee ener ene eee aces TED 


cCcco 
AM AGENCY FOA Netione: 2018S Wanut Sireet Priledsipnis, Pens 18616) {2718) 668 7975 
MILITARY ANDO Micrerees MCDC_ 1115 Caastorn Street, Crresgo. il, 60804 {335} 427-2330 
OCAAFY COUNSELING Yieriern Requon 110 Laeserwerih S1., Son Pranenco, Ca. 24102 (416) 441-3? 


Hoe 
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SPECIAL FORM FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 





The pucpose of this questionnaire is to assist your local board in detrrmin- 
ing whether you qualify for classification as a conscientious objectcr. Before 
you answer che questions you may wish to read the pamphlet, “Conscientious Cbjector”, 
which 13 available at youre local board office. 


Print oc type, on separate sheets of paper, a statement answering the gquescions 
below. Sign both your scatement and this fom. Attach your statement to the form 
and mail oc deliver them to your local board. 


To be classified as a conscientious objectoc you must be opposed Co wac in anv 
form. Your objection must be based on moral or ethical beliefs, or beliefs ‘nica 
ace commonly accepted as religious. Your beliefs musc influence your life as the 
belief in God influences the life of one who is a traditionally religious comscien- 
tlous objector. To quality, your conscience must be spurcced by deeply held moral, 
ethical orc religious beliefs which would give you no peace if you allowed yourself 
to become a combatanc rember of the acmed forces. 


Include in your statement, if possible, responses to the following. If you 
wish you may attach letters of ceference from persons who know you or any other 
information you would like to bring to the attention of your local board. 


L1. Describe the dDeliefs which are the basis for your claim for 
classification as a conscientious objector. 


2. Will your beliefs permit you to serve in a position in the 
armed forces where the use of weapons is not cequired? If aot, 
why? 


3. Explain how you acquired the beliefs which are the basis of 
your claim. Your answer may inc'ude such information as the 
influence of family members or oltier persons; religious train- 
ing, 1£ applicable; experiences ac school; membership in or- 
ganizations; books and readings which inrluenced you. You may 
wish co provide any other information which will help in ex- 
plaining why you believe 2s you do. 


4. Explain what most clearly shows chat your beliefs ace deeply 
held. 


5. Do your beliefs affect the way you Live? Describe how your 
beliefs affece the type of wock you will do to earn a living 
or the types of activity you participate in ducing nonworking 
hours? 


6. Describe any specific actions or incidents of your life that 
show you believe as you do. 


INSURE YOUR SICNATURE IS ON THE REVERSE AND ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED [S CCMOLETE. 


SSS Form 150 (Revised APR 18, 1972) Previous Printings Obsolete 
Reprinted by CCCO-wWR, 1251 Second Ave., S.&. 94122, (415)556-0500 
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The year was 1914. 

George Wilson wus 


a bomber crewinan 
Issipned tora plane 


\} ee ee 
bombing Caryets 


such as fuctorties 


and oil retinertes, but many of their missions were 
against cities »ith no mlitury importance, tull ot 
Innocent cisiltins., 


~~ ~. 


cS 





Omemeventit.,, GeOorge’s pilot called 
and uuneunced that he would reruse 
Pestonawaelinst Civilian careets. 
tended to Jo this, even :F the iran sourt-marsialed 
him. fier hours of disectlssion, the crew decided, 
along with) tueir pilot, to retuse to bomp cities. 


Cio ohew cou ccier 
cO7tiy ins nore 
ile swid he ine 


This pilot and his crew may not have thought of them- 
Selves as sir resisters. ue they were. They re- 
rused to Lomb innyucent civilians. They cook a stand 
against 4 part of war they believed was wrong. ‘They 
did not face court-martial because they were shoe 
down bombing an o1l refinery and survived as pri- 
soners of sar, 


When a war Legins, most people, however reluctantly, 
go to war. Lut there have always been many others 
who have refused to »artic:oute. They refuse in 
many wavs. Objectors in 19th-century Europe, for 
Piseesiee. OfCCN voted with their feec against the 
draft systens in their countries. They came by 

the hundreds of thousands to the United States us 
immigrants. 

‘lany suldiers, even in the heat of combat, Jo not 
fire therr weapons as ordered. [n one survey after 
Hopraesir i), uriy¢. Gen. S.L.A. Marshail round that 
as many a» 75% of the soldiers in some units refused 
to kill by simoly not shooting at the enemy. In the 
noise and cunfusion of combat, they were not dis- 
eoverec . 


shen, in the early 1970s, many tnousands of people 
applicd ror conscientious objector status, demanded 
Personal appeurances Before their Jraft boards, and 
appealcd their classifications, the dratt system he- 
gan to break down. By completely using all their 
rights, these people in effect resisted the druft 
law. 


All of these people, by their actions, made it harder 
for the war system to work. If you are against war 
and the drift, you may also be thinking about whut 
actions you should tuke to stop the war system. 


You may decide to take a public stand, break the law, 
and risk jail, Or you may decide to resist Stiretaly 
with less risk of jail, but watn the constant fear 
Of arrest. rou muy choose to stay within the law, 

at least for now, But only you can finally decide 
what you ure do. 


This leatlet discusses war resisters who breuk the 
luw because their consciences tell chem that is what 
they must do. Some resisters refuse to register four 
the drart entirely. Ochers refuse to pay for war 
with their tauces. Resisters in the military sone- 
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these individuals risk legul sanctions and penal- 
ties because of the actions they've taken i.: sccor- 
dance with their belicfs. 
CIVIL OISUBEOIANCE 
One of the most fumous essays of all time is tleury 
David Ihorcau'ss on the Duty of Civil Visouetiance,” 
SELLCENEUOUCH AURA uINe TROPCAINTSDeENt. if “shia toc ve- 
fusing tO pay a poll-tax. thoreuu delent.ni sits re- 
fUSal OY QEOuliy  Enat SOMEEM ies: d verso fn. C) Steak 
chemzovernment 's luw in orscr) to tollow o ftivher law- 
Si) (NOFedU Ss Case, tO Protest the injustice wr the 
Néxican War. 
Since Thoreau wrote his essay, nen and wouen have 
committed civil disobediunce to protest jay.iust wars, 
Tactal discrimingcion, Nuclear power, and saenvy other 
injustices, the early libor novement broke the Law 
Wifeni re calsed Strikes, uur eventuaily its Jivil dis- 
Obediunce ted cto taws making strike actions Iegal. 
(neatlieciese¢ cases, = icople “no oroxe the law believed 
they would be vvolatinge clleir sonsciences if trey 
continued to obey un unjust luw. They belsescu chat 
Simply because something 15 ~Tcgal, 1€ 15 not neves- 


SEL ic Or eesto by ote CO oyIL], resisters 
Grren Velped to mersuade the public chat <civiie «ds 


nevcdecu. 


This is also true of most war resisters. “hey be- 
lieve that che laws which muke war possipie, or some 
yt the luws of war itself, sre wrong. when the luw 
compels them to do one thins, and their consciences 
another, they belteve they must follow thess con- 
sciences. Miny also hope their actions .1it help 


to end war by convincing peopie that ic i+ evil. 


RESISTING THE URAFT 


If vou are druft ave, one wuy to resist war sould 
be for yuu tu refuse to register if the government 
requires you ta do so. 


Lt 


Don Farber 





Don Farber 


Peecneeiesyt, siralt resistance hus taken two rorms. 
Sitmeompestscers COOA Jd public stund bv notneyitig the 
gove renee Tio Newspapers Cul they were retusiny 
Pompemeseer. ilicv telt their examise wom ld help 
SPoMte ur Itt anid uercuiyde other people to resisc. 
Mast Of these resisters opposed both war and the 
draft They Delieved :t was wrong for them 
to co walonm, with crther one. some did nut meet the 
Selective Service's criteria for consetentious sb- 
Neceerestatiu-. Neirlvy all believed that the drast 
1S pace vf wsinat keeps che war system voing. “any 
believed applying ror conscientious objector status 
actually helped the system in its work by seifling 
Gissenc. Or they believed that the CO spplication 
Uiieessew)s Cisivr for the rich and better-educaced, 
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syo tert. 


and thus unrair. Some reststed for still other reu- 
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sons. 


Many who refused to register did not take a public 
stand. These "private™ resisters otten believed 

that althouyvh tney violated draft laws, a government 
engaged in un activity as immoral as war had no right 
to jail them. They also believed it would be wrone 
for them to assist the auchorities to enforce an evil 
law, so they simply did not cell anyone shat they 
were doiny . 


Under the draft lew, both public and private resis- 
ters face the same penalties. Refusal to register 
for the drart a felony mnder federal iw, punish- 
able by up co five years tmpeisoniment and u $10,000 
Pinca public TrOsister 15, ot course, siuch more 
ieetyeto We found oUt Chan 2 private resister. But 
Many private resisters were discovered by the Jus- 


i> 


tice venpartment when arrested for other citenses and 


fie mientciouut 2 .drurt card: 

“though there 18 mow no legal requiremen’ si: cou 
SUecad@hy 2 utirs sand, selective Service’ ~ ut, som- 
pucer system would wae it possible ter 7. slice 
Ur Other government aseneies ©O check wat cr cou 
have ecevistered for ene trate. Cross cones. > ctween 
chemmlest eC oystemoitd fe SOciulosecuris. yas > ow Ie 
uther government agenciess wieht make .c ore ditri- 
CUCGMiNe one: SUCHTC TOT i Private drare rcs. sic: to 


remain hidden. 


‘lose Jract resisters were given a second enourtunl- 


fee ro2tster Dy Sselecoive Service. ilns .= bikely 
Pompe (Crae nee cucure,.. UNless vou fao.e “ho yit 
HOOUE MINeETNCe you sould voce jmil, vou hou... iver 
Vrolace the law. 

During the ldter ;eirs of the Vietnam cri, ‘1st over 
mabe of all drare stmtcrces sere 9ro3+t <1, iaally 
CWO Years OC SiViliinie.ork UNJ@rTrCcOuUre Gru t Lak 
FOUL ONeeS) Valy a fonecOurTe CO COUTTS 21 wilt iss le S2ck S 
Of Che GOUNE Ty anu even Sitchin tie suave .wiirs Jiat- 
ricco cle wisenNOemis. Co Tredict Wiad aert. "Pos 
would be handed down in the Suture. 

Regardless Of sentence, 1 draft convictior + 1 fe- 
bony. bt, coulavvery well affect yori ces ror 
future jobs Of Iveensiny in the oreressionr-. bor 
more information on polictres regarding d:airt rests- 
Pers as) tney develop in the cuture, ace" in “ahen 
wt hCCEO!, 

RESISTING WAR TAXES 

WNCChe waar NOL Vou tbe osuoece CO ENG oril te ou 
may want to think about refusing to pa. tas. tue 
war anu sthe military. Over aglf or the cscs) oud- 
pet poes ta tie military: the derense bus....: itself, 
the drart system, and Grlitary oensions. Ww. tux 
resisters believe that is wrong for them to relp 

pay for the war system. 

Sume wawecax res: Sters retusesto piv All wr therr 
federal income caxes. Some resisters wit.troid tne 
AMOUNTEOEPCnel © caXxes Curmarsed by The asc rh one 
forthe anilitirye Stl ba Otiicrs Treruse tari 4 
small part of their taxes as a symbolic prst’ ¢ or 
refuse to nay federal telephone taxcs wail ure 
defense surcharye. 

fax resisters violute the luw by their ieftlons, fue 


jdsleor OFOSCcuLION Is Not the Usua. pest ise of the 
government, Rather, the (nternal Revenue cervice 
Will usually confiscate the money oned o- Lhe resis. 
Cor, crther removitie It freom their bunk ow. ime oF 

by jlucing 2 lic on property, Or setcins ur autright 
Hilde soli hew et rt INC UTONror taxes.  Pis* the 
power to do both. ‘foney taken From you ria this way 
would be used not only tor payment of 
VOL Co juy Interest ind@pengities.  “ 


rake 
eats t SNA 
ieee wees Ce rs 
Often place their money in an alternative rand co oc 
used for community work until IRS takes it. 


Tax vesistance and tax laws are extremely <onmptea. 
‘ow should aot resist war taxes without cumusclins 
and support. You cau get more antormation from che 
Cixneeewtstance proups listed at the cnn vt tits leat - 


roe 
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Peotone. oe HLLTARY 


eevou ace ra the military, you are subsect to the 
Primecmruwde <P Iri.trre Justice (UC), 2 speecal 
Meee paraee lody of lis tor military people. the 
Peeeodiisics acople in the military tor ottenses 

tl@t are not crimes inf Civilian lite, such a3 ub- 

sence withvat leave aad recusing orders. 


Most peuple in the military sho find thae they can 
no lonver participate in the wmtlitaury and in prepa- 


Patou for war apply tor a legal disclhirge. the pro- 
cess of applying tor the conscientious obyection dis- 


eaapeeesin ee lune aid frustrating. Your chanecs 
of petting the discharge ure good however, and yuu 
Cannot be punished for sceking wt. Other Jdiseclur yes 


Biecomiiari: Procedures ace svullable ys well. Llu 


has more intorcmation on wll of them. 


But you may cind that you cannot 20 along with che 
fepiicGvere til, Sven procedirally, or thar your be- 
Prerseuom eG feiliy rit the wilitury's CU provisions. 
In that case, vou tay one dJuy face orders which you 
ean ct follow, or you muy Jecide that you cannot re- 
Main in the military a day longer. 


lf you choose to zo AWOL, it ts wise to know «hat 
may huppen to you and what your options are. cCCO's 
Eauruesior the \WOL Gl” can help, as can counseling 
in person with a civilian counselor. 


In che past, war resisters in the military have re- 
fused orders for many reusons., A person who has 
Pepe co eet a CO discharge and railed mav Jecide 
Soecetainesn sase atid reruse all orders. “liers, 
such 23 George Wilson during world var 1! aad some 
G-52 pilocs in Vietnam sometimes rerused co bomb 
non-military targets. ‘nd some people in the mili- 
farcry have recused co work With nuclear weapons. The 
military does not recognize any of these actions 4s 


legitimate, but if you make clear that you are icting 


aseyour conscience Jirects, you maywect a lighter 
sentence or even a discharge. 


Before you violate military law, you should seek 
counseling on discharges you might apply for, anu 
on what could happen to you if you do refuse to co- 
Operate with militury uuthorities. CCCO provides 
Pireniesre on Jischirges, ind we can reter you to 
Meeetnselor tietr you. lf there is no counselor in 
your area, we «ill counsel vou by mil. 


THINKING ABOUT WAR RESISTANCE 


When Henry Duvid Tiroreau was in jail, Ralph Waldo 
Enerson, the f.imous cssayist, came to visit fii. 
MHenry, what are you doins in here?” Emerson asked. 
Thoreau replicd, "Waldo, what are you doing vut 
Encre:” 
tf like Thoreau, you belteve that some cvils are so 
ercit that you should have no part in them, you may 
find yourself risking jatl because you fotlow -our 
Soaecnence. Vectdiiy wether to break the lLiw or 
fallow lepal channels 13 never casy. Here ire sune 
guidelines wlrich any help you in choosing. 
Peete. YOU SE IE THAT 15 VEAT 
YOU MUSY FO. Arto tutum, an eaperrenced couusclor 
and drafe resister whu served Ceo Sseutences in fe- 


deral orison, 


drace until thev 


Nelieves thit no one shou! J 
G6 Palin wet Cc hecho 


ypose Cherr position. his insures vou 
enough sabyut vour dbelrers that you aill 
COmUseis ol Fesule “Se flea: 


tuce whatever 


S ttl E101: 
refuse to cooperite with the law at any tite 


the 1960s and 


came draft resisters utte 
sCurcu= They sent their dJrafe cards 


Cive service, 
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you with helprul matcrial on prison life. 
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you feel) sare you willing tO face tne pessivility 
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* THINK ABCUT OTHERS. \tow would resistance af- 
ly? Could your marriage last tirouch 


fcut vour fami 
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SRL rae 


sisters decide to risa 


titl re- 


gardless of shat the effece might be on therr fu- 
milies, but there is nothing dishonest in 
ahoute your parents, y 


and how resist 


cide to Tesise. 
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uld affect them. LF 


talk with your family about 


your actions might Jo to them. 
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eee set KOUIIVe HO Cnvice alt Teste tiice, or 
wus 2 foul wotinocat tolaos, the Lu PrOovistons uf 
the law Cither stand os we. 
tor tha the other. ff ,ov uppose war, etther one 
Counce The. 
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1s impossible to live in modern society without sup- 
PORE eene el LiCairy IN sore “ay. A CAx resister 
Ady tet.se to pus tederul income tixes, hut mv 
elivgsc Oo pay TeJoral pasoline cixes. ‘Ome dratt 
Pestotera iy all cherr rederil times. rou must do 
Shagtssar CONSCIENCE sys, but noweNEe can be per- 
teecreweron, t try <o ve. Oran che lines whitch vou 
Can went dros, and de prepared to stick to Chum. 
Thal vice2it you can «alo. 
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Once you have decided, 
Temembur that vou cun vet support from your rfumily 
andre clus, frum che peace movement, and crom CCCy. 
Mie ous 2buse «ar, jail is not necessarily the «urst 
thing twat could Aappen to you. ‘lany people «sho 
foeCeresraceu tie Jatt, war taxes, or the ailitary 
SOnnOoecs rec wnat they have done. 
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FOR FURTHER [MFORMATICN 


Ceey 

2208 South Streec 
Philadelphia, PA 
(215) -545-4626 


1916 


CCCO =: 

L251 Second Avenue 
Sam Francisco, cA 
£415) -Se0-0500 


Oa e 


War Resisters League 
13560 Howard Street 
San Francisco, cA 
(418)-626-0976 


J41J5 


American Friends Service Committee 
Siv-ie -5th. Se rect 

oalcemore. 10. 21218 

(301) -366-7200 


NISBCO 

$50 Washington Bldg. 

lSth and New York Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

F202) -393-4868 


Conscience and Milicary Tax Campaign-US 
44 Bellhaven Road 

Belinort.) NY el17 15 

(516) -286-3824 


Ecumenical Peuce Institute 
944 Market Street, 2. 509 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415)-391-5215 


Oregon ('cllowship of Reconciliation 
1838 SW Jefferson 

Portland, OR 972t!] 

(503) =222-7293 


FURTHER READING 


VSOe OU rine) t.. scone-tree; 10/. 70) 
‘Jormecnesreopke Who liisever Join today’s “111+ 


tary" f(one-free; 10/. 7/0) 


"He is With the Prophets” (one/free; 19/1 .00; 
COCO TOratt Packet (5.00) 
“pngecetuntredareirs snc struvgle for Cons.:cence"’ 


(.45) 


Bibliography on Coneientious Objection (.25, 10/2.00) 


Willard Gaylin M.O., fu the Service of their ( ountrv: 


war Resisters in Prison, Grosset anu ane pou. 


Michael Ferber and Stauulton Lynd, The Resistance, 


Beacon Press, 1971, 


Falk, Kolko, Lifton, ed., Crimes of War, Vintaye 


Books, 1971. 


Roger Neville Williams, the New Exiles: «awerican War 


=. a 


Rests tems Canaut, civeriyit Pultieners, burl 
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toby Seat: feslaees CCFO 1% cece bt Ether Se hd ach Sfaee Peet pec es ONG FeO OBE al Cla Ges atid f.6.00 bse feed 
Past yp getyscaet For E Od Lt ofS ts ob weeny Of pe oe ctrattetney ob Sp Sheed Wheel Cee Nales Bast [ie wiih Gs. 
tale stiutt whi Me %. ey Others tres that ster GrveriMmaunt hs UO right 10 yusge Itoit sabcersdy 
“Ue leedive: OF preter. “= tose Alw uboout or fattilular wars Gut don t ouyect (oO ulf wanrs—ure Jenica CO 
Stulus Gy (Ne Jace Mia tester liGAa SIP tipig thie yy becess 

WeluctNer gout ateag tor CO stitus ot fete. oto Cosperate witn the law, (huuGgh, making your Celels clear 
af) Gething Cocultecilatwe for your cla at wilh be Melobot. BMesisteurns acd eleative ONjprcliats May some 
Guy eerie lean wut fEyvet: COs wha Guelify Ulcer ties Wa ur sUMeliittes Genie CO Cistus ane mave '¢ 
Gel ad Metuelwes (A Cuuth If you Catteni. COUT Uerieets ahd GGOUIGL IE INGA, whale O Mey ale ye 
Aut tes Getter Off if your Case Comes Serture A pscye AND eitt n weadence Can meg tis Altercrce 
O'tavun Success and fnlure when you apply lor Co status undir the tad if yOu Nave any GL otOn tO war 
Cotst a Satective” of “potencat’’ Gbjeehun, you sluuic talk 10 a Utalt Counselor and file a CO clan with 
SupLortiing letters. 


The Process 


Documenting yout COciaim is not acuntect tu see who 1s More conscientious, Noris your claim meant 
to convince others (h be oojecturs. There is no pertect CO claim Plus muma suggests sorne quidelines 
buncd On the experience ul Gralt counselors about what nas netned «.th Muny different types of CO claim 


Protoct Yourself 


Selective Service 1s Not now orocessing CO clans If inductions snouid Degin in the future, Nowever, it 
iSampertant Protect soursell Pere ure Som: Hays tu GO SO 

(KOO Copies Of everyINiINng you send ty your cecal baad 

Crh eeop everyUung yuu teeeive Irom vOur focul bos'u Stuole the envelooe to your local Coard’s !etter 

CMane uli requests sppeals, ctc., im arnting Send letters ty your locat bourd by Certiticd Mail, return 
recetgt requested Slagle tne recarpt to your copy of tne Witter 

CD not rety on ol promrses trom ueait Dourd Clerks OF Members. {ts best Not to teleonone your iocal 
Loard, butof you tun with ihe Clerk of a Member, while GVOwll veliat was Suid, NAke two cofies, and send 
one Coyy (oO the drolt board toe your tiie. 

Gif in Goudt, get setp. CCCO can neip you find a dratt counselor near you. 


Know Your Bafiefs 


Your tocat board wall sudqe your claim on three cirverna 1) Are you opposed (Oo participulion in war in any 
fori? 2) ts your Claim hased on your renqious. Myal, oe ctmical te Gels? 3) Are you sincare in wheal yes 
clans? You muy find it wortnwnile fo try 19 ANSwer (Ne GQuesvONS on the Special Form tor Coanscientiss. 
Objector (SSS Fu: 7) 150) wlicn was used under thy draltin time cory 19705 COCO nas nelotal lite: ature 
vA ININKING throug? your CO chain See ine song at (le end ol vos cestiel, 

You may find tl belGtul (Ouse ale fader tor todse maleral, Such ag lerters al support Some COs been 
a sent of yOUFNA! to vite GOWN atlONsS ee Auclic SHethINg, CeBiles, Of LIKING Punt IN BEeMoanNsIirstic.ts 
Vibatever method you use, seein mond (at @atiy Gocumentation will Nelo you mane a strong cla.m 

Keep copies of everytning—oreterabty two or three cupies 


fAcke Lists 


Your draft Doard witl probably a.k you adoul O32st events and factors which have mace youa COQ To 
anzwer these questions, you snouid write our repsr's of specihis incidents; Make [Sts of Cocas, 'eacners, 
televiSionN sOuws unt orner things wticn inffuenced you, Adote any changes in your life siyie, sucn as 
cecomMing vegetarns..a: and note any Peace uctivities of other Numanitirian work you Nave done. Letters to 
the editor or thends aNd antimur poetry or Stories are also good evidence. 


Record Meimbdership 


if you ae a memuce of a Deace Of PuMANItanian group, you should make a note of this Contributing 
ting ING Manes lO 4 VUPS AUVOLAlNG CuUses YOU Ueticve 11S A Sstraag de:nonstration ot ,our feviines 
VWilaorhind oS a icpitel vetaumiger can be os eu aAdie AS Nena a peace Grup. 

Your don't fase tO 28NQ (Ga Group we Te Ve SS TEIGIES Ub YOCtor Ifyou aren ta sitter, (oIn's.; 
GUUS tO APFeSS PUL Uhl DOs Ih a wise uf eMenyy and might e-en Cause your board Jo INIAk you re 
INSINGUtS 

{you dnive team me ROTC, Juniar hOTC, of any otter mbtary organization, Hosier. wit Ter Sa “si 
mp Uist Wee ttt tah Ob Ul “os, hi tee 1 FRCP tens ee SE Ve NItaGYy . Neors at Oat a 
Coie Fey ed yale Pee |e tie. UOtat Wrest, ete te ing suit) your diall board wauales wc’ 
Ceiter (htte cone shiny Poets woven og Ge More Sib cull lo eapiaer if they later surface 


cleo 7208 South 23 
Ley cetge oy fot Phitadeiphia, PA tytcc 
Padrietoae , steed Cree 2159-5 5-40 ‘5 
Counseling 


ee 





KeligiGus fAumbership 


PAwey Chop 168% HO NOE Peg ta a chuechs. 1 pus cta, bes unportatt fo shew your healt Genet tc a nies 
CHruteta tee oe Muses eed yere 0 thay Us eye te ry aC ae yout Giutei, GU it may Sub Pease: tie fd to 
froctts yrout Gocshe ls Cre Jiu irra, Pee db ative Oe ite deen Gave, mur local DGatG ell A. IG elit de 

Peo edly ahh Sredeetitare's Set ateet etteasy SUPE Ottis OS a Oenide ty files 0 GOASCIEMUUS Ob yeetors rs 
PattOn al Untert le piGus Ge evi baat tue Courts 16 Vit Otyectors (addr. at the end Gloire si iactpok.3$ 
COMpuled ve Deon Gb Ctaret cbatamienis ON CunsciusnlrOus OUjsLCLIGN Culled Words of Conscience. It i> 
avetatle. Leute them of ftom COCO 


Letters of Support 


CCCO récumunmds that you get several letters of support from ministers, parents, teachers, Or orrse 
INivicis tls woth COMuMUlmity ofatus who know you veil Congetrente fricnids who KNOG yOU Awell, OF fariiny 
Members, CaN slug atile GOOG Suphorming fetters Tress jettars Cnouit gre sneecitia tact. us. to suul 
Chrafitesl, Caste ed at Op yuma 1G val Pout wee Gat el PlCGeubly Gay special alteorien, UG 
Persons who disagree with) your Gs. com Gul with lay you ates snccre UW you Ceiong tua Churcn fain tO t7e 
minister snd ify to gelbaietter You wall usualy Geb a QGrteat Ceal of vuy Purt and sviAjiatty 

Between tive Jad tine letters ut Suppurt Should lip you make 4 stracg Chum. You <nou'd cal'2ct the 
letters ,OuEseif and read than to sew ul (ney teui, suppurt your Goution. CCCO's menu on letters in 
suppurt Gl CO clarms cun Ge Detytul in guthening sour letters. 


Claiming CO Status at Registration 


The President has proposed to reqister men Gorn tn 1960 and 1961 during 1980. Ifthe meced funding 
Passes Congress, you teay fuve to cecide whether of not to register, and, it you decide to teg.cter, sou CaN 
try fo Cian CO status ull fesjssteatiogn 

The current Cistrabon lettre growdes NO wuy for yuu 10 Show Inat you areaCO. Some ovyecturs Plan to 
WHE TNO OWN statement. rn Mar lOoomM aMtsreturr it to Selective Service: Attucningy a s@Oarule siaiernent is 
BNO vag (O Cee your ctaiai, Dut thee is a Sanger that guar statement ail Get lost an the marl. 

One bill uw vetore Cortress wuuid allow you tu Cneck 3a GOx On the rcgystrauGon lorwn it yOu ute a 
canscrentaus Glyector otf this bill pustes cheuking IN@ Loa vould get your CO cluun On returd aith 
Selective Service. It woud Ceumourtant tur ,ou tG otecn the: toa it pou huve any OD/ECHON to wal, Ge 
(hou you srant later a wre pour mind GF ufen te camuletery sord ul your PUsitiOn fou wUuiG Mol Ce 
required to tile wa comple. CO application, ang, vhowid yous ister tle. your local DOA would want 10 KANO 
why you Gr Not Check thu bud uf Pegiatrution if pou did hat 


CCCO Setvices 


Upon request, CCCO will send you a card that helps to supply mistaricat documentation of your CO 
Dbelrefs Thin card willbe bepton tie when you ‘ll it out and return ut. Sending tn a card eit alse put pGu 
on CCCO's mating st for reports an registration and the draft Part of tne card will Nelo you 19 GU on 
record arin your cuurn of you huve one 

CClO can refer you tr» Uralt counselor near you Aave your drult counsetor go over ail cla.ms and 
letters Lelure ,ou send then t> your local Goars) Sune of your maternal may De dats, OF you thoy Wee ty 
vdd New infurnuton. You can sud to your CO claim at any time before Selective Service Niakes ts ling! 
(lecrssuey, 

Feel trea to contact CCCO with any questions you have. 


tN ADDITION TO CCCO, THE FOLLOWING GROUPS PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE ORAFT 


Anvercuan Ferets Server Co areistien (yt Crerry St Pritaseiumia, PA 19102 

Curteensttire Aceerst be jrots at. + ves pe Death 259 Se ond St. ME. VWvasnington. OC 2402 

FOU. AS aD ol Fence ole cet Boe le Nyaem SAY 1 Ch 

Nui Gen Iitertendisas oeewce howd for Canscienitous Ob,ectors, $94) Wasningtuna Bidg. 151N & New form Ave Nev 
Wisstnaatia OC ..0s 

wéat Aesiasets League J.) Lufuyete St. New Yorr NY !6012 


CCCO LITERATURE CN CONSCIENTIOUS OSJECTION ANO THE DRAFT; 


eTreEE MUNCHEL) YEAR The Struqgie tur Corascence <0, 10/1 00 
OCH Sl-eniOig Ols ctor Canty in Bucace $269 inchuces 
hare You a Cote cmations Otmestue’ 20, “41 4 
Cr seu hus Ones tom ares Ores ae uate ve t& 10 9 Ya 
CTo Study Vear Ma Sture A betheog weAy on Vdar beace anc Conscience 7%, 10/6 00 
CS iv ocrenteus Ona clge © oof tems 2901 OO 
CCeNSS ENNDGS LVbEOHION Git You *O, 1014 WO 
OUI USOC aca Het na) oly 
*YOuU .ed Pe Cwste i 79% Wy 
© 8 fection ty atop 19@ tarde = He sighing Wear in the 1930s 50, 10/3 50 
*Cettess 1 Support of CO > me 19 7/1 0G 
*Selactive Servica Form 14) 10, 107 70 


CCCO's tieralure alias tree upon raques 
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The multarys job is plaguing for wars aad preparing people to 
fap. ert webrat does this nicase doe the wcdividual soldier or the civee 
huns who gaeatcupport the Generar. plains? Lh ye a pot aia order ta yo 
to war, would you obey? It yer thiuok you would only tyjht in “puse’ 
wars, haw would you chuose? 


The Pentajzon has licted some $00 possible rutuce wars. Which of 
the fotlowing wars would you Le walling to ciphit? 


GUERRILLA WAR? 


In a ssuerrtila wae it’s hard te know whose sige you ure on 


because enemies and allies ail look slike. These vases ee 

ure foustit nantly by samail eands of people who See a 
live in the country at war WNeould you tire So 

Vout wi lo at ic thee feet taoved and, / 


hike many Americans in vietnam, 
e ge e \ vel . ! « . eae -. 
ud. .cover You erica al choregise ods ae: ™: mt 





civilian? How would you cee! es a 
Ga ewvilin’ tired 3 your = 57 3-47 ©. SN 
it 2 ctv pay ire ed you r= ee i ny? pee 
ib ceguler citizens were dpe 2' 5 eet BS 
cf Ww Px . 
tightings against you, ( Sey 
who would you be tushting for? oe gi ane 
4 ee y 4 
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WAR FOR OIL OR OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES? 


U.S. officials have sunt we mignt voto wart another countes trod fo subtle 
ourullsupply. Butifwe cid. wheat would we be tebu. 2 toc! 
Freedom and democracy? Or EXXON. Tova ie Ce 


comin ee Annually, the U.S. produces Dy oof tee 
\ 
a 





3 world’s vil. We consume du tw 

4 ee. pas i are only O80 af the word's pot aitan 

“~~ ~~ 28 Our larve oil companies are Tins Ones 

. > who profit the Most trom (ios over: 

*. te me nex -oladl Aw lope Ai 
ek ee MSE OUOU. AAT Herel won 

ee probably mean craeps in tiie Statdte 

a Sac East. It cauld casts be some ao 

wT I nuclear war. Shoulda cwe tia 

rte - 


ways to cutotrown Use che ham 
other natural resources belore thinkin 
about wars te ver more ot tne? 


LIMTCTED NUCLEAR WAR? 


Instead ot sending troops overseas, we can 





now send guided nuclear minsies. Since we can eld » 
aim missiles at a bridge or tactory or other ndicary , Ss es 
“ye oe : , = 
tarxet, we call them use ‘liraited” war. But missiles don't \ 
jusi blow up 2 factory, they kill the peopie workin there and : yi a so ie \ 
all the peorte who live nearby. What's the limit to the number ee : , Pecos on \ 
of peopie we iil? s  " oe 
eA * a 
( ( . “= ome” ; 
é 
ND i ae) : 3 
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TPO ee ots its wVERE INVADED? 


Where iy the enemy srs tu tained wath cor bosses af cut at hows am adsaaens Shae 
fhe gch? Bip Sart Cac. os 6 ctyd Carve ie caveres lee ov cin a cstesor wwould send a bem corstt be ot 
loyac al tu teams of Wives of Be LS oad die Lv trees os? 


Buteven tl there eet am basecdon ov ha wwondd the useadrs be? How woul boou teel 
about tyclitins, agate poopie your oten age iio just happened to be oe cn ite a 
different Country ate. ..ne Like you, were ordered by their snove cnment 

to fight? Doe iat realiv make ceose? And how bhely is ot that 





pee ie some othr country would atieck the U.S. —unle - crey were 
— " prover ed inta duiag it? [he best detemse uit ot an in- 
a" Varin inay be to prevent it by working toward real 
; PeaLe. 
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ALL OUT NUCLEAR WAR? 


Isnt this where it all leads? World War I was to be the 
war tornd ail vars But today the arms race contin- 
ues und the U5. is the leading arms eaporter—sup- 
plying mote anu more Countries with expensive and 
danvierous weapons. beacthy wat will wou be doing 
during: a nuclear war? SNilbat mane any ditterence if 


you are inunifornt Wanea its all over, who will win? 
And what will be left? 
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WAR HERE AT HOME? - a 
. ~ 
There's one other oattlereld to remember. vi + : 
Whose side would vou Se on if vou were sent f Sy YS? 
toan Indhan reservation, or’a break a strike in - ; ae ar ie 
a tactory, or to step ws Campus Gumonstra- fs , > 
tion? In the past. soldiers have been used in Loy es } \ i 
these and other “domestic” stuatiens, What 5! 4 é ie } 
about war in the city streets or in che ghettos? ‘ea cy ; 
American cities have plenty of problems, but 2 ‘ | 
are troops tn the streets part ot tne solution? =. al | eee. >. $ 4 
Or would they lead to more tear and violence ees = mee 
than they prevent? a Bild ci Bs Ie 





Some people would fight if the battle were one against injustice. poverty, and 
war itself. And they feel weapons will never help win a victory. 


The people who put out this pamplilet swark with thousands of military 
enlistees cvery year who think about tiese issues only atter they enlist. Their 
eaperiences inthe military often mane them think there has ta be a ditferer: 
way than the ntililary way. And they want to put duwn ther guns and help 
find it. What do you think? 
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COMMITTEE AGAINST REGISTRATION AND THE DRAFT 


245 Second St., NE Washington, DC 20002 


(902) 7547-4340 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT DRAFT REGISTRATION 


NOTICE: This pamphlet is provided for information only 
and is not designed as a substitute for legal advice. 


Who must BeEGISeer FoOrwene. adrart? 


All male citizens and resident aliens born in 1960 or 
1961 must register with the Selective Service Systemby 
filling out a form obtained at a local post office. 

Men born in 1960 are supposed to register on any of the 
six days beginning Monday, July 21; men born in 1961, 

on any of the six days beginning July 28. (Men born in 
1962 will be required to register on any of the six days 
beginning January 5, 1981.) After that, persons will 

be continuously registered as they turn 18. 


Anemanielrg Or 20 vear sold men in che U.S exempt from 
having to register? 


The only people exempt are (1) persons already in the 
military on active duty, or at military academies, or 
(2) aliens who have not been grarted immigrant status. 


Do conscientious objectors and handicapped persons 


have to register? 


Yes. If a registrant feels he is a conscientious ob- 
jector or has a mental or physical handicap which 
would keep him out of the draft, he is still 
obligated to register. This will preserve his chance 
to claim exemption at a later time. 


Pome Generelt Olle people Living on eravel bing outside 


the United States have to r GISESE? 


Yes. Registration must be accomplished at an American 
embassy or consulate. 
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Such a person muse register within 30 days of the 
termination of the condition which prevented him from 
registering. 


Newspavers have repoorted that the American Civil 
Liberties Union 1s filing a lawsuit to stop registra- 
Pune vecetseom G Ccilscerimis2tes against men. Does chis 
mean an individual does not have to register uncii this 


a a pe Rc A 


lawsuit is resolved? 


No. Unless a judge specifically orders that registra- 
tion stop, eligible men are still obligated to 
register at the destgnated time. The Supreme Court 

is likely to make a final determination on this issue. 


What information is required on the registration fOrm? 


Selective Service is requiring that registrants pro- 
vide their full name, sex, social security number, 

date of birth, current mailing address, permanent 
residence, and current phone number. There is also 

a box to check if one wants information to be given 

Gem womedeOrees recrulters. After completing the 

form, registrants must also sign a statement affirm- 

ing that the information is true. Postal officials 

will request that registrants present some identification 


Is#ene social securitu number mandatory? 


The government is requesting that you provide a sociai 
security number if you have one. However, the Privacy 
Act of 1974 will probably preclude prosecution for 
failure to disclose a social security number. 


Memo emens TeCentlyerenorted tizt a registrant might 
bem ese CO CNeCK a FOX Stating that he 18 a conscientious 
epyeeeer. ts this possible? 


Dimsepaocvw Sstepedid not pass Congress. Officially, there 
Pommeuvay waceune time or registration in which to 
declare one's intention to sevx conscientious objector 
StCaEUS. 
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CNGee hog  Seered mie ean individual be classified and 
Go Given mental ane husical examinations? 


Raeeenes tdemesiaceehemauthority to beyin classification 

and examination but has stated he will not do so at this 
time. Also, Congress has not appropriated any money for 
this purpose. 


Wome a Crime not see Berger 2 


ies ec CELOnel 2 Caymorethne iilitary Selective Service 
Act provides penalties of up to five years in prison 
audsas > 0 ,000Miinewsor both, for failing to register. 
This Act is enforced by the U.S. Department of Justice. 


momere a Crime Co neg! St er late? 


Yes. Registering later than the dates set out by the 
President in his Proclamation can subject you to the 
same penalties as‘not registering at all. 


A widely circulated article from the Associated Press 
quotes the new Selective Service Director, Bernard 


Rostker, as saying that a person who failed to register 
because he did not know about this program would 


pecechnically be in violation” but that post offices have 


been instructed to allow persons to We GameiGie toae aaa es 


this statement misleading? 


It is misleading because there is no difference he- 
tween a "technical violation” of the law and any other 
kind of violation. The Director does not have legal 
authority to "forgive" late registration unless publish- 
ed Selective Service regulations provide specifically 
for a lawful late registration period. At this time 
only persons hospitalized or imprisoned or unable to 
register on time from some "condition beyond their 


control" may register late. Any persons who miss 
cegistration should seek legal advise before acting. 


Can't the Selective Service, or your local sU-.S. attorner, 
make informal arrangements to permit people to register 


Jate? 


ane 
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Such arrangements might be made, buc there is no obliga- 
tion for the Justice Department to abide by them. In 
one case a man made an arrangement with NeeSaerG Cagleat(S: 
attorney to register late in return for dismissal of 

Os eindi cement. ihe Department of Justice in Washington 
Overruled the agreement, ordered the case prosecuted, 
and obtained a 30 month prison sentence. 


Use. Saunders 435 F. 2d 683 (Sth Cir. 1970) 


Once registered, what else must a person do? 
¢ 


A registranc must notify Selective Service every cime 
he changes his address. Change of address forms will] 
also be available at the post office. Failure to 
notify of a change of address is also punishable by up 
to five years in prison and a 210,000 fine. 


Was anyone actually convicted for failing to notify 
Selective Service of an address change? 
tenes HIE 

Yes. During the last draft period, it was often easier 
for a U.S. attorney to prove that someone had not 
reported an address change than co prove any other 


violation of the drafr law. United States Vo baker 
487 F. 2d 360 (2nd Clo 97 a) 


What can a registrant do if he Wants to legally express 
his ovposition to registration gine on the registra- 
tion form? 

eee 


Selective Service officials have repeatedly told che 

news media that regiscrants may write anything on the 

Card they want, or attach stickers to the cards, so long 
as this does not obscure perCinent informacion. Several] 
Sroups including C.A.R.D. are providing gummed stickers 
which say "I am registering under protest" and which can 
fit in various parts of the registration form. A re- 
gistranct can also write a brief statement announcing tchac 
he feels he is a consctentious objector. Such a statement, 
however, does not in any way guarantee that he will obtain 
Such a classification ac a later date. A microfilm 
version or the registration form will be retained, though, 
so his form would be available Co use as evidence of the 
long-standing nature of his Dol ioeee 


V2i] 24 registrant qgec a draft card afior he registers? 
Re ens ot AL LL ons Cessna ae 
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NOseLey St rateeeviwineccive a Lepttr confirming their 
Regiiettal Jone ienimeoGmaava acter registration. This 
letcer should pe retained in a safe place. If possible, 
a registrant should make a Xerox copy ot his completea 
résistracion form ac the time he registers so he has 
proof of registration even before Selective Service mails 
Wiseorticigllebcer, 


feo ne Caeco rdalmce segister. How will Selective 


Service find non-registrants? 


Selective Service and the Department of Justicehave access 
to many state-wide lists of 19 and 20 years olds, such 

as driver license and public high school graduation lists. 
They will cross-check these with lists of Selective 
Service registrants to begin to locate those who did not 
register. Selective Service has also make it clear to 
Congress that, if non-registration is a serious problem, 
they will ask for a change in the Federal Privacy Act to 
permit cross-checks between Selective Service registration 
lists and files of the Social Security Administration 

and the Internal Revenue Service. 


femmes econ GOes Not rnegister, but 15 not found for 2 
Yearnon more does he still need to worry about prosecu= 


E70n2 


Yes. Failure to register is a continuing offense. Under 
current law, such an individual would be liable for pro- 
secution until he is 31 years old. 


lia person does not register can he emmi grate to Canada 


or some other country? 


fGpsoemere difitcult now than in the 1960s for young 
Americans to move to Canada and receive "landed immigrant 
Status." The Canadian government has not yet even in- 
dicated a willingness to accept American non-registrants. 
The situation js even more difficult and complex in other 
countries. A person thinking about leaving the U.S. 
should (1) talk to a Lawyer in the country to which he is 
considering moving and find out about its immigration and 
extradition (do they send “criminals” who fail to rezis- 
ter for a draft back to their home countries?) policies, 
and (2) talk to a counselor or lawyer about exactly what 
a person gives up by becoming a Federal fugitive living 
abuead. “If imdie¢ted, a person will) lose his ripht to re- 
turn to the United States (even for visits). He could be 
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permanently excluded as an “undesirable alien" if he 
ebtains foreign citizensiip, even if he is never tornmal- 
ly indicted for non-registration (Section 1182 (a)(22) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Acc). 


ise © a lege wactentse tor a person to fail to reqister 
ee et ei re ee ei pe tl ey a gS = SS A 
because he saus he is conscientiouslu opposed to war and 


GONSCr? SCION anda megus Gua Gl On TSeen siieencan Gs Pare Or 


that process? 

His CONSscClentious op yection CO war Or conseription is 
not a good defense under current law. In one typical 
case, a Quaker argued that he should be permitted not to 
register as a part of the freedom of religion guaranteed 
bye che rirst amendment. The Department of Justice 
successfully argued that the government could force a 
person to register before they consider his claim for 
Concetentious objeéator status. U.S. v. 9Baechler 509 F. 
Pooetath Gir. boo)". 


Sac a good defense that a verson did not know he was 


supposed to reagister? 
ee 


Yes, in at least some cases. Generally speaking, the 
Department of Justice must prove that a person intended 

to violate the Military Selective Service Act’befcre he 
can be convicted. For purposes of registration, this 
probably means that a person must specifically know of 

his obligation to register but decide not to do it. To- 
ward the end of the Vietnam-era the government frequently 
argued that a defendent should have known of his obli- 
gation because of the Selective Service's publicity 
campaign which included hanging posters in many Federal 
buildings. Such defendents were often acquitted if the 
government could not prove that they specifically had seen 
the publicity or otherwise knew of chelr legal obligation. 
PesemeecoGe 500 FF: 2d 580 (8th Cir: 1974.) 


This issue has never reached the Supreme Court, however. 
The Director of Selective Service has testified before 

the House Judiciary Committee that because otf the wide- 
Spread radio, television, and newspaper advertising for 
July's registration, 19 and 20 year old persons will be 
presumed to learn of registration if they have access to 
the media. He is apparently willing to have the Justice 
Department try to have non-registrants prosecuted whecher 
Or not they actually saw or heard Selective Service annoyun- 
Cements or other news about thetrobligation to reyister. 


She 
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Mie Oud naib eOmnenala Got neaqister during the lei ace 


Se — — ee ee ee 


Ciencia te atonement OW Gere Onotwecuted.,  Caliite fi. 
a ST Sel ce ee ee ee ee 


Be COL ee wOomn ee neseocuced Clazin that this is ilietad 
Ce ae — 5 Sapp SEE SSO ors Sean eee see 
Poeeuee a neuer ges nied out for prosecution? 


Generally, “selective prosecution” is not a valid 
defense. The only way it might be successful is if the 
defendant can prove that the prosecutor is discriminating 
on the basis of race or religion, or that the prosecutor 
ifs really interested in stifling political activity and 
is using the non-registration prosecution as an “excuse”. 
A defendant trying to argue this "political" harrassment 
must prove the wrongful intent of the prosecutor and 

this is very difficult. It was successfully demonstrated 
Bimbo Va valkeavGer, 2d 616 (7th Cir. 1973). 


Liem o nmGemense summon enOn-registrathen were re jeeted 
Guang the Last dratle? 


Arguments that registration was unconstitutional because 
it excluded women, because it was discriminatory on the 
basis of age, because it was "involuntary servitude", 

or because it was inconsistent with the intent of the 
Framers of the Constitution were rejected by lower courts. 
These issues have not been definitely resolved by the 
Supreme Court, but many Constitutional scholars consider 
only the exclusion of women as a viable attack. 


Uomeaece any wey 1 nwauen ia, Dersonmigoing “draft counselina” 
Ceulag avec a2cencne Mi litarymselective ServigerAct ? 


Yes. Section 12 (a) of the Act states that “any person 
who...knowingly counsels, aids, or abets another to refuse 
or evade registration’ can be punished, upon conviction, 
with up to five years of imprisonment and/or a $10,000 fine. 
The First Amendment protects political speech which 
merely expresses opposition to Selective Service and support 
fOrmRayteeresisters. Bond Vewhloyd 385a0.S. 216 (1966). 
Urging non-registration to specific individuals, however, 
has led to successful prosecutions under this section. 

(For more detailed information on the scope of 
counseling, see "A.C.L.U. Memo -- Draft Registration: 
Counseling and Advocacy" obtainable from CARD). 


Gouge a DOTSON Not engaged 1n cOtunseling and not required to 
pewemror Sotl) violate ti Military Selective Service Act? 
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Dnesmiswposctbiewmm section 2 (a) of the Act states thac 
“any person or persons who shall knowingly hinder or inter- 
fere or attempt to do so by force or violence or otherwise, 
Wieneenesadmenisctmation Of this title or rules cr regula- 
tions made pursuant thereto'' may be punished, upon con- 
viction, by up to five years in prison and/or a $10,000 
fine. Generally, this section was only used during the 
Vietnam era to prosecute the physical destruction of draic 
board records and property. However, the.language is so 
broad (“or otherwise") that a zealous prosecutor might try 


to argue that many acts fall within its scope, including 
(a) blocking post offices so that clerks cannot get in 
tomrecicter 19 and 20 year olds, or (b) filling out 
registration forms while knowing that you are not 19 and 
20 just to overburden the system. (For more detailed in- 
formation on possible use of the Act and other Federal 
laws against anti-registration protestors, see "N.L.G. 
Memo -- Anti-Draft Demonstrations" obtainable at CARD). 


; How would an actual draft begin? 


Congress would have to pass a law giving the President 
the authority to begin inductions. 


: How long after a draft was passed would a eae ie ie have 


to make his claims for deferment or exemption? 


Specific plans have not been announced, but it is likely 
that he would not have more than a few weeks to file 
claims. The Selective Service Act still recognizes 
exemptions from military service for (1) certain mental 
anempive teal disqualitications, (2) hardship, (3) con- 
scientious objection, and (4) for “regular or duly ordained 
ministers of religion’. If a person feels he would be 
qualified to receive such exemptions it is appropriate for 
him to start collecting evidence right now. He should see 
a qualified counselor or lawyer for more information. He 
can register his intention to claim conscientious objector 
Status through most religious denominations, the Central 
Commagcee for Conscientious Objectors, 2208 South St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19146 or the Nationul Interreligious 
Service Board for Conscientious Objectors, 550 Washington 
PlUPeeLotieand New York Ave., NW, Wasiiington, D.C. 20065. 


Prepared by: Barry W. Lynn, Esq. 








Selective 
Service 


And You 


What is the Selective Service System? 


The Selective Service System its the government agency 
which drafts people into the military. It will be registering 
people to compile a list of names and addresses of people 
who could be drafted. 


How Will Registration Be Done? 


Between July 21, 1980 and August 1, 1980, men born in 
1960 and 1961 will be required to go to their local post office 
and fill out a draft registration form. Men born in 1962 will 
be required to register between January 5 and 11, 1981. Af.- 
ter that, men will be required to reqister as they become 18 
years old. 


Is Registration Necessary? 


In January, Jimmy Carter’s Selective Service Director wrote 
a long report which said that peacetime registration was 
“unnecessary for our military preparedness. One week lat- 
er, Carter decided to order the beginning of registration as a 
symbolic show of strength. 


There are already over 2 million persons on active military 
duty and over a million more in the Reserves. If there was a 
real threat to our country, there would be more than 
enough volunteers. Registration and the draft are needed 
when the government wants to make war in foreign coun- 
tries where the American people might not volunteer to 
fight. 


Will There Bea Draft? 


Powerful members of Congress and the Military are already 
calling for a peacetime draft. Congress has given the Selec- 
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tive Service money to select and train local draft board 
members—the people who will decide who is drafted. 


If registration is a success, there will almost certainly be at- 
tempts to bring back the draft after the November elections. 


What About War? 


Peacetime drafts have always been followed by war. Jimmy 
Carter announced the beginning of registration at the same 
time he announced that he would go to war in the Persian 
Gulf over oil, if necessary. A peacetime draft gives the Pres- 
ident the power to go to war with very little say from Con- 
gress or the American people. The war in Vietnam, which 
cost over 50,000 American deaths, would not have been 
possible without the draft. 


What If You Don’t Register? 


Failing to register is a criminal offense. If you do not register 
you are subject to a possible prison sentence of five years 
and a possible fine of $10,000. If you do register, you could 
be drafted and sent to war. Thousands of young men have 
pledged that they will not register because they believe reg- 
istration is the first step to war. 


What If You Register Late? 


Late registration is a criminal offense with the same penalty 
as not registering. In the past, late registrants have been 
prosecuted and convicted. 


What If You Move? 


The law requires you to tell the Selective Service System 
every time you move. If you do not, you could be 
prosecuted. 


What If a Draft Begins? 


The draft is a basic violation of freedom. It allows the gov- 
ernment to take control of individual lives and force them 
into a war. If you are drafted, here is what you will lose: 


O The right to live and work where you wish. 
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© The right to travel, or not, as you choose. 


O The right to marry and raise a family or live with other 
individuals of your choice. 


© The right to many forms of political protest and free 
speech. 


Who Would Be Most Likely To Be Called In 
The Event of a Draft? 


The draft has always discriminated against the poor and mi- 
norities. People who have money or power have always 
been able to get out of a draft. They take advantage of spe- 
cial loopholes in the draft system. 


How Can You Make a Decision About 
Registration? 


There are draft counselors around the country who can 
help you come to your own decision. To find a qualified 
counselor in your area, contact CARD at the address 
below. 


How Can You Protest Registration? 


CARD is asking people, young and old, men and women, to 
register against the draft. Go to the post office and buy a 10 
cent postcard. On the back write, “I am registering against 
the draft.” Include your name and address. Mail to CARD at 
the address below. 


CARD will take the postcards sent from around the country 
and show Jimmy Carter how many Americans oppose regis- 
tration and the draft. 


If you are draft age and decide to register, you can also 
write to CARD and asx for a special “sticker” which you 
can put on your registration form to tell the government 
that you are registering under protest. 


What Else Can You Do? 


Join alocal CARD group in your area. Form your ovwpn if 
there is none. 





What Is CARD? 


The Committee Against Registration and the Draft is a coa- 
lition of over 50 national peace, civil rights, womens, stu- 
dents, religious, and political organizations working together 
against registration and the draft. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Committee Against 
Registration 
and the Draft (CARD) 
245 Second Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Phone: 202/547-4340 


Published by 


C.A.R.D. 
245 SECOND STREET, NE. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 Intortnation Brochure No. 1 July 1980 
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<& JA Now drop your postcard in the 

mail. We'll add it to all the other anti-dratt cards 
we've received trom all across America and show 
President Jiminy Carter just how many Americans 
Oppose registration and the dratt. Needless to say, 
the more cards sent to C.A.R.D. the better. 


49 When you register against the draft, 


urge your friends to do the same. Togettier, we 
can beat this challenye to our basic liberties ind 


qin i p= Caaf ~ ht ¢ am, ql traditions. If you can’t buy a postcard, write a 

; j { ) . pay A ries ° 3 ' 

ts Nera a west Me teud ead a letter instead. But whatever you do, make sure you 
register ayainst the draft now! 


LL AM REGISTER In) ¢ 


a During the suinmer of 1980, every A (- — 
American mule aged nineteen and twenty will be AIA g / 





forced—under threat of iinprisoninent—to go to —— 
the local post olfice and register for the draft. But RA 
anyone, inale or tuinule, can register agains? the THE D ie r. 
draft, no matter how old they are. : 

Bil 


, [20 Libe, i | 
S ) , Omnahe “ 
; se t = 
L228 All you need to do is go to your cory 2 3 


local pust office and buy a regular pre-stamped A a, 
postcard. On the back, write “lam registering Knee oayihn VGUn cari nal Malem nCOLAN 
against the dratt.”” Include your name and address. eae coacime ilaruediemaccurielleraiscars of 
On the Iront, write “C.A.K.D., 245 Second St. draft-age registrants. 

NE, Washington, D.C. 20002.” Name _ 
Address 
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CLA .R.D. 38 a coalition of $0 ™ 5 ori t7atians ONpured to rexostraison and the drait. 
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Froay {uly 27 to August 2, the U.S. gov- 
ernment tried to conduct aregistration of 
mren burn in 1960 and 1961. During those 
two weeks neurly 4 million men were re- 
quired by law to go 10 aU S Post Office 
and complete a form indicating where 
they could be located in the event ot a 
dratt. 

The first day of registration—Monday, 
July 21—saw protest actions of all kinds at 
post offices all across the country. Listed 
and described below are the activities 
CARD heard about—through reports trom 
local anti-dra’t sroups and newspaper ar- 
ticles. We msxeno claim that this listing 15 
complete. 

The national CARD office was kept busy 
during the two weeks. We distributed 
750,000 brochures ttled “Selective Ser- 
vice and You to 78 groups in 36 states: 
150,000 “I Am Revistering Under Protest’ 
stickers; und »).000 pamohlets utled ‘“Ques- 
tions and Arswers About Dratt Registra- 
tion.” Our ‘Registration Axyainst the 
Dratt’” postcard campaign has produced 
over 60,000 postcards with more still arriv- 
ing every dav. 

This level of response from around the 
country is very exciung to us, although at 
trmes overwhelming! We hope that with 
this report of actions during the reqistra- 





ee 
The Commicee Against ic 


tion weeks and suggestions for a National 
Anudraft Week, the movement will grow 
larger and stronger, There is sall much 
work ahead for all of us. 


Northeast 


Maine 


Augusta: rally on Statehouse lawn. 


Rhode Island . 


Providence: locks on the frant doors of 
30 area post offices were tilled with glue, 
forcing officials to use back doors to enter 

news conterence held urging non-reg- 
istration... cally and leatletting at main 
post otuice, 


Connecticut 


Hartford; 24-hour vigil outside main 
post office... 8 people arrested for al- 
leyedly trying to prevent others trom 
eNLEFINgZ, 

Waterbury: Prayer service on post 
office steps followed by picketting and 
leatletting... SSS othicsal was reported as 
telling the press he thought antidraft 
counselling was illegal 


Massachusetts 


rallies at various locations on 
Sees PROTESTS pre 4 


Boston: 








How Many 
Registered? 


Although the Selective Service system 
had insisted that no statistics on registra- 
tion would be availabie for 40 davs, the 
growing pressure trom antiaratt organiza- 
tions and media reports Ul Massive non- 
compliance forced the ssS to say 
something, 

On September 4, S55 Director Berard 
Rostker held a press conterenceto claima 
93%, registration rate He used sg popula 
tion base of 3,880,000 men required to 
register and said that 3,593.18" had 
registered. 

In additon, Rostker announced that a 
“random sample” of 1-1n-700 trom a dase 
of 1.5 million forms had showed that only 
1.8°% registered as conscientious objec- 
tors of registered under protest. Although 
he refused to call the registration 3 suc- 
cess, he was clearly pleased with the 
results, 

Several hours after the $55 press con- 
ference, CARD held tts own press confer. 
ence (o respond to the announcentent. 
Among the points made by C ARD inc hal- 
lenging the figures: 


@ False names and addresscs were not 
removed from the total revgisth ations waive 
See HOW AGVANY poate 9 
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Notes from CARD... 


Thank yuu's are due to the many 
volunteurs who worked hours and hours 
during the summer to help us Jo things 
we'd dreamed of in terms of outreach and 
response tothe antidralt movement... to 
those who have contributed financially in 
appreciation tor your generosity which 
has allowed us to continue our important 
work. This newsletter is a product of .our 
support... and to Henry Gibson and Ben 
Tousley for the work they did to niakethe 
PSA's animportant part ot (he registration 
period. , 


The monthly meeting of the national 
CARD coalition will be held Sunday, Oc- 
tober 19, 11:00 am to 3:00 9m, Methodist 
Building, 100 Maryland Ave.. NE. \Wash- 
ington, DC. Although mainiv involving 
the national organizations which are memoers 
of CARD. the meeting ts open ro local 
groups and interested individuals who 
wish to attend. 


Speaker available: Charlie Campbell, 
People Against the Oratt. Box 36, East Ca- 
lais VT 05650. (802) 456-7456. 1s availableto 
speak or assist in antidratt activities in the 
Northeast and mid-Atlantic states. He 
needs a place to sleep and motorcycle’ 
travel costs. 


For materials to aid the anudratt move- 
ment in outreach and understanaing ot 
lesbian anid gay men’s issues, and tor in- 
formation on the dralt for zays/lesbians, 
contact: Baltimore Lesbians und Gay Men 
Against the Draft, 403 East 31st Street, Sal- 
timore MOD 21218 or Gays Against the 
Oraft, 2160 Lake Street, San Franessco CA 
94121. 
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Duane Shank, Disectur 
Aide Sound, Aruciaste Direcior 


CARD was dounded in 1979 in sespanse ta the 
growing dewe in the yuverniment to bring 
beck ine death CARI wou casshtion of $4 
Nebonal orysnsZalions opposed lo ine drett 
afd Ueatl vegistegtoon warkoig legether to 
educate the palle shout this inpuerrtaatinsue 
Ataoee (hae 4m) loc ol ante-cir all Coglstsorns av ali 
SO states ccmgiecete with CARL? 













Be ANtULDRAPT @ 98 SEPT OCT 30 


A summer-long effort at community 
OfgaNiZINE ground peace issues, Survival 
Summer. will culminate with events around 
the country on the weekend of October 
24-26. Activiies during National Ant-- 
dratt Week could build toward this week- 
end as a way of relating the drat to broad- 
er issues of inilitarism and disarinament. 
For more information. contact: Mobiliza- 
tion for Survival, 3601 Locust Walk, Phila- 
delphia PA 19104. 


Speakers Bureau: Over 80 women and 
men from 28 states are available to speak 
to yOur group or On your campus. Topics 
include resistance to the drait and related 
peacemaxiny areay. For a free copy of the 
1980-81 F.O.R. Speakers Sureau. write: 
Dan Ebener, Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Sox 271, Nyack NY 10960. 


Doonesbury, G.8. Trudeau 
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Draft counseling information Newslet- 
ter and menios from the Sele tine Service 
Law Panel of Los Anveles 1911 ‘Nilshtre 
Boulevard, Los Angeles CA 9057 
Newsletter trom CCCO-Western Region, 
1251 Second Ave., San Frencrno CA 
94122.... Manual and Memos tram NISB- 
CO, 550 Washington Building, 15 and 
New York Ave., NW. WWuoninston OC 
20005 ... CCCO, 2208 South St Phrigdel- 
phia PA 19146. (For specitc fists ol avatla- 
ble materials and cost. contact the groups 
listed.) 


Regional antidran conterences October 
18-19 in Boston MA. Contac: HAAKD, 11 
Garden St., Cambridge 81 \ 02158 Oc: 
tober 24-25 in Prttsburen PA Contact 
Pittsburgh CARD, 3401 Sin Ave. Pitts- 
burgh PA 15213. 
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Religious Leaders Oppose 


Registration 


On Sunday, July 20, 36 national religious 
leaders issued "A Religious Call to Con- 
science’ urging American young men “to 
consider seriously the moral implications 
of registration lor the dratt.” 

ly animpassioned appeal the group of 7 
bishops, 10denominational heads, and 19 
leaders of national religious organizations 
spoke Out against “the continued at- 
tempts to militarize the American con- 
science.” Their statementidentfied regis- 
tration as the first step to a dralt mobili- 
zation which brings the danyer of war. 

The list of signers to the statement cut 
widely across denominational lines and 
also included Black and Hispasic religious 
leaders. They emphasized the particular 
vulnerability of poor and minority youth 
who “serve in disproportionate numbers 
whether tn peace ur at war’ while white 


Loe 


middie-class drattees find educationai 
and other exemptions. 

The statment pledyes “pastoral sup- 
port’ to those who opt tor non-reistia- 
tion because of conscience It also urges 
young people to consider Consientious 
objector status and suyrests that (ney in- 
dicate this preference un the selective 
Service registration forms. 

Finally, the religious leaders call on 
those in positions of power to consider 
whether wat preparations accomplish 
“true national security” uy Oppuseu fo so- 
clal or economic justice. 

for further intormatton, including the 
full text of the statement. contact: 

Relizious Task Force 

Mobilization for Survival 

198 Broadway 

New York, NY 10038 





Card vs. 585 on Airwaves 





by Ben lousley 


While Selective Service fumbled through 
its drattrevistration advertising last month, 
CARD was launching a suceesstul nation- 
wide campaign to air public service an- 
nouncenients advertising draft counsell- 
ing and inforination services. 

Well-known celebrities Lily Tomlin 
(“Nine to live’), LeVar Burton (“Roots”), 
Martin Sheen (‘Apocalypse Now’), Hen- 
ry Gibson (‘‘Laugh-In” and “Nashville’), 
Mike Farrell ("M*A*S*H"), and Susan Ri- 
chardson ;"Eightis Enough’) contributed 
spots an taped PSA’s which were distrib- 
uted to radio stations across the country 
Conceived and produced bv Henry Gib- 
son, (he tupes encouraged dratt-age per- 
sons to get all the facts about 58S and 
alternatives from a non-government 
source. 

The campaign's success hinged on the 
well-orgunized network of CARD local 
contacts who urged stations in their towns 
and cities to use the tapes and not to 
cooperate with the $$$ campaign. In the 
weeks before registration began, 22 
tapes were sent to antidraft groups and 
radio stullonsin 33 states. Many commun- 


ity and college stations heloed duplicate . 


the tapes and many stations called CARD 
directly for tapes. Several stations decided 
to advertise neither SSS nor CARD tapes, 
while some ran only the CARD PSA’s. 

Columnist Roger Simon of the Chicago 
Sun-Tinies wrote an article about the 
CARD campaign which was syndicated in 
numerous other newspapers. This result- 
edinseveral thousand letters from poten- 
tial registrants to CARD as well as addi- 
tional interest from broadcast media. 

Airplay of the Selective Service ads was 
spotty in many parts of the country. A 
study done by the New York Public Inter- 
est Research Group found that only slight- 
ly more than halt of the New York state 
radio and TV stations surveyed had even 
received any material from the SSS five 
days befure registration was to begin. The 
study concluded that ‘‘as a result of a 
combination of poor publicity and hur- 
ried planning, tens of thousands ot young 
Americans may be indictabfe felons 
through no fault of their own.” 

CARD's tapes (which cost atotal of only 
$700) were part of a larger effort to coun- 
ter the $200.000 SSS campaign on radio 
and television. Attacking the SSS ads as 
misleading, controversial and racially ster- 
eotyped, CARD Cliair Barry Lynn and sev- 
eral national civil rights organizations 
successtully appealed to network presi- 
dents tu have an especially offensive ad 
removed trom the air. Antidraft organiz- 
ers around the country sent written PSA’s 
to lucal statrons and asked them not to 


cooperate with (he government's request 
for free time to advertise a program that 
could hardly be considered a ‘public 
service.” 

“Wath just.a fraction of the funds Selec- 
tive Service was given, we were able to 
mobilize our forces to prevent them trom 
using (he aitwaves unchallenged,” Lyan 
said. “Local aniidraft groups have now es- 
tublished good media relations in many 
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parts of the country and can expect the 
medias cooperation in the tuture ” 

Any groups OF Ofganizers who distrib- 
uted tapes to radio stations ure asked, if 
they have not already dune 50, tu send a 
list of the stations that ran ihe tapes to the 
CARD ottce. 


(Ben Tousley coordinated the CARD PSA 
campaign) 
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Democrats Against the Draft 


The week before the Democratic Na- 
tronal convention began in New York 
City, negouators for President Jimmy Car- 
ter and Sen. Edward Kennedy reached a 
compromise on registration in the party 
plattorm. The amended plattorm con- 
tinued to Oppose a peacetime draft, but 
did not oppose reyistration. 

In response, anumber of antidratt acti- 
vists within the Democratic Party decided 
to use the vehicle of a Vice-Presidental 
NOMINATION (oO raise the issue at the con- 
vention. Calling themselves “Democrats 
Againstthe Draft,” they began circulating 
Nnominaling petitions as the convention 
began. The person to be nonunated was 
Patricia Simon, a Gold Star Mother 
and antidraft activist from Newton, 
Massachusetts. 

Collecting the signatures of 10 percent 
of the convention delegates (334 people) 
was difficult. Sut afew minutes heforethe 
deadline, the necessury number had 
siguned and the petitions were submitted. 
The hard work and long hours at dedicat- 


140 


ed volunteers had paid ott. 

At 5:00 on Thursday, August 14, Rep. 
Ted Weiss (D-NY) took the podium in 
Madison Square Garden to place Pat's 
name in nomination. He way tollowed by 
Ben Mesxin, a 20-year old tlanipshire Col- 
lege student, who gave a seconaing 
speech. Finally, Pat spoke or her exper- 
iences and beliet that the drart would in- 
evitably |ead to war. She then declined 
the nomination. 

Although the speeches took place in 
the atternoon, thus gettiny no media cove 
erage, (hose who participuted inthe work 
teleit was worthwhile tole! the delegates 
and party officials hear ot aratt opposi- 
tion. Later that evening. when resident 
Carter spoke of draft registration as one ot 
his accomplishments, he wus booed by 
the delegates—perhaps u result ot the 
issue being brought to their attention, 
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Protests 


from page ! 
7/19, 7/21 and 7/26... . 7/21 demonstra- 
tions at 8 area post offices... 100 people 


sat-in at 2 post offices, 9 arrested at the 
main postoffice... picketting and leatlet- 
ting throughout the two weeks... Cam- 
bridge post oftice closed down by 200 
demonstrators on 8/1. 

Greenfield: 9 men and women, includ- 
ing a Vietnam veteran.and a Vietnam-era 
resister linked acms and sat down in front 
of post office duors. .. all were arrested. 

Northampton: funeral procession led 
by an Uncle Sain figure with other dem- 
onstrators wearing black robes. carrying a 
coffin and accompanied by a slow 
drumbeat. 


New York 2 


Long Island: leafletting, picketting and 
counseling at 20 post offices. 

New York City: the week before regis- 
tration began, two postal clerks filed suit 
seeking relief from having to conduct reg- 
istrations... picket at main post office on 
7/21 with several hundred people on the 
steps and another 100 inside, forcing 
would-be registrants to step overthem... 
rally Monday evening attended by over 
3000 people filling part of Broadway. 

Rochester: demonstrations at different 
post offices on 7/21, 7/26 and 8/2. 


Pennsylvania 


Erie: all-night vigil at main post office 
the night before registration began fol- 
lowed by demonstration 7/21. 

Philadelphia: 7/21 march and rally of 
500 people from main post office to JFK 
Plaza. 

Pittsburgh: the night before registra- 
tion, three post offices painted with 
“Don’t Register for World War lif’ mes- 
sages... demonstrations and information 
tables at several post offices... 8/1teach- 
In at University of Pittsburgh. 


New Jersey 


Newark: 7/19 rally at a city park... 
antidraft demonstrators joined by agroup 
of workers protesting the Ideal Toy Com- 
pany ... a joint program dealing with 
racism, the draft, unemployment and 
working conditions was held... leaflet- 
ting and counselling at several post offices 
during two weeks. 


Maryland 


Baltsmore: 7/21 rally and picket line at 
main post office... 4 people dragged out 
of the post oifice by postal inspectors. 

In addition to the ones described, ac- 
tions were held at post offices in the fol- 
lowing cities: 


Maine: Sar Harbor 
Vermont: Montpelier, Burlington, Brat- 
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tleboro, Plainfield 
New Hampshire: Plymouth, Manchester 
Connecticut: New Haven 
Massachusetts: Amherst, Springfield, 
Holyoke, Chicopee 
New York: Butfalo, Geneseo, Syracuse 
Pennsylvania: Lancaster 
New Jersey: Camden 


The Colonies 


District of Columbia 


7/19 raily of several hundred people in 
Lafayette Park near White House... 7/21 
civil disobedience at National Headquar- 
ters of Selective Service when 20 people 
sat down in front of the main entrance 
and began reading the names of men 
killed in Vietnam .. . 7/21 pickets and 
leafletting at 15 city post oftices. 


Puerto Rico 


San Juan: two post offices bombed... 
group claiming responsibility called it ‘an 
Operation of denunciation against the 
imposition of obligatory military registra- 
tion on the part of the Yankee 
government.” 


South 

Virginia 

Harrisonburg: informational leafletting 
throughout two weeks... worship service 
at main post office on final day... several 
public non-registrants. 

Norfolk: man on active duty in U.& 
Navy joined picket line in uniform, carry- 
ing sign reading “The spirit of this country 


is totally adverse to a large military force. 
Thomas lefferson.” 


West Virginia 


Morgantown: 75 people picketted at 
main post office... evening forum with 
film “Hearts and Minds.” 


Georgia 


Atlanta: march and rally of 200 people 
called “largest antiwar demonstration in 
Atlanta in the last 8 years”... leafletting, 
information tables and guerilla theater at 
post office. 


Arkansas 

Little Rock: picket line at main post of- 
fice with protestors wearing fatigues and 
gas masks, carrying signs protesting “The 
Death Lottery.” 
Alabama 

Mobile: picket line and leafletting at 
main post office. 
Florida 


Orlando: demonstrations at three post 
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offices. 
Miami: rally and leafletting nrougnout 
two weeks. 


Kentucky 


Loutsville: 7/21 demonstration of 80 
people outside main post oftice. 

Lexington: 7/21 demonstration at Jown- 
town post office followed by leatlettng 
... evening forum at local church. 


Texas 


Austin: 7/18 rally at University of Texas 
campus...7/21 rally at Federal Plaza. ..4 
people arrested for locking arms in front 
of the registration counter and re'using to 
leave... dratt counselling center opened. 

Dallas: 7/21 demonstration at train sta- 
tion where President Carter arrived to ad- 
dressaDemocratic fund-raiser people 
with anti-registration signs also visible 
along the motorcade route. 


Other actions across the South included: 


Virginia: Charlottesville, Leesburg, New- 
port News, Richmond, Roanoke 

West Virginia: Charleston 

North Carolina: Raleigh, Winston-Salem, 
Chapel Hill, Durham 

Tennessee: Knoxville, Nashville 

Florida: Gainesville, Tampa, St. Petersburg 

Alabama: Birmingham 

Louisiana: New Orleans 

Texas: Houston, San Antonio 


Midwest 
Ohio 


Cincinatti: 7/18 press conference at 
Federal Building ...7/21 rally of 150 peo- 
ple at main post office. 

Cleveland: rally of 350 people at post 
office ... four men burned registration 
forms... two draft counselling sessions 
attended by $0 and 75 people. 

Columbus: 7/19 held All Ohio Antideaft 
Conference ... 7/21 protest at Federal 
Building ... Mid-Ohio Lite Community 
handcuffed themselves to coffin in lobby 
and poured blood on registration torms,7 
people arrested. 


Michigan 


Ann Arbor: 7/21 cally of 800 people on 
steps of Federal Building... 3 arrested tor 
sit-in at post office ... house across the 
street irom post office used for counselling. 

Detroit: 7721 picket line and rally at 
main post office... two conterences held 
to discuss organizing against the drat... 
Rep. john Conyers gave his house tor 
counselling sessions. 


linois 


Chicago: 7/21 rally of 300 praople 
anti-draft pickets reported !o oulnumber 


See PROTESTS paxe 9 
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From January until the present, a strong 
anti-draft movement has grown up around 
the country. Through trying to stop regis- 
tration in Congress and in the protests 
against the start of registration, more and 


more people have become involved in, 


the struggie against registration and the 
draft. This struggle has just begun. In Jan- 
uary of 1981 there will be another week ol 
registration for young men born in 1962, 
registration will then take place as men 
become 18. As soon as the new Congress 
is seated, we expect bills will be intro- 
duced calling for a return to the actual 
draft. 

With chis situation in mind, local anti- 
draft organizers met in Washington OC 
and San Francisco CA and called for a 
“National Antidraft Week.” A week of 
coordinated actions around the country 
was seen as the best way to continue 
building a stronger movement. 

The week of October 12-18 was chosen 
as i would be late enough for most 
schools to be back in session, but early 
enough for publicity around the election 
not to overshadow it. The week should 
provide a concrete way to reinvolve stu- 
dents in the ongoing movement. Elec- 
tions in early November will have politi- 
cians looking to see what people are 
thinking about. A strony and well-public- 
ized antidrait week will fet them see what 
is ahead if they do try to reinstate the 
draft. inmany places, avariety of activities 
will be planned during the week with a 
culminating event or rally on Saturday, 
October 18. 

Several themes for activities during the 
week have been suggested. First, cele- 


brate the failure of registration. The SSS is 
on the defensive—trying to explain why 
they did not reach the 98% compliance 
rate they had predicted. Whatever the ac- 
tual tigures are, itis clear that hundreds of 
thousands of young menrefusedtoregis- 
ter. On the more serious side, militarism 
and preparations for war are increasing 
daily. The threat ot a draft and U.S. mil- 
itary action somewhere in the world is 
very real. Our activities and growing 
strength are important in stopping this 
from happening. 

CARD is now 3 coalition of 54 national 
organizations working with a network of 
over 400 local groups around the country. 
Our hope is that national and local organ- 
izations will organize Many activites dur- 
ing this week. We have prepared this 
guide to provide suggestions of possible 
activities. IC cannotinclude every possibil- 
ity. but we hope the suggestions will give 
you some ideas. Your imagination, crea- 
tivity, and determination will be what 
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makes the week a success 

Existing groups: Think about your con- 
tacts and activities to this point. What 
would be a good next step tor your 
group? What type of action will reach new 
people and help your group continue lo 
grow? One of the most important points 
for an already functioning intudram group 
is to consider the type ot activities that will 
keep the group logetner while reaching 
out to new people in ditterent const- 
tuencies. The key to staying together asa 
group 1s making concrete plans tor new 
activities. An organization usually stays 
rovether over the work it does, not what it 
talks about. 


Starting anew group: Planning and carry- 
ing out a concrete activity for National 
Antidraft Week 1s a 200d way to build a 
new group from the botrom up. Fhe first 
task is educational—ra3ise the issue of the 
draft in your community throuxh 3 cam- 
paign of leafletting, posters. articles in lo- 
cal papers, broadcast media, ek. In this 
publicity work combine basic arguments 
and facts about the drait and a plan to 
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implement concrete activities during the 
week. 

The next siep is to call and publicize a 
mecting. Again, use leatlets. posters, news 
articles and have the meeting announced 
on local broadcast Media. Invite local or- 
ganizations including churches, unions, 
service clubs, women’s groups, Civic or- 
ganizations, student groups, and others 
who might be interested. At the meeting 
explain the basics of opposing the draft. 
Answer and discuss whatever questions 
may be raised. 

If you find a core group committed to 
ongoing work, right at the first meeting 
you can begin to choose and plan activi- 
ties for Antudraft Week. If this meeting 
doesn't produce enough committed peo- 
ple to plan even a single, simple activity, 
call another for soon afterward before 
you break up. Then approach organiza- 
tions and individuals who did not attend 
and try to put together a different group- 
ing for the next meeting. 

When a group ot peaple committed to 
some kind of activity comes together, you 
can use these basic steps to decide whatto 
do. Choose an activity realistically. Keep 
in mind your human and matertal resour- 
ces. Break each activity down, for exam- 
ple, finding a place to hold it, publicity, 
gathering materials, coordination, ete. 
Assign these tasks to people or commit- 
tees. An overall coordinator to assure that 
the parts do produce a whole is a good 
idea. 


Suggestions for Activities in 
Your Community 


It ts our feeling that organizing against 
the threat of anew draft should have two 
main goals at this ttme—to educate the 
public and visibly to demonstrate opposi- 
tion to the draft. Some of the ideas below 
emphasize one or the other of these 
goals. The most effective tactics will be 
those which accomplish both. 


Community Events 


O Organize apetition drive. This will help 
your organization by getting the names 
and addresses of local anudralt suppor- 
ters, and can be used to apply pressurean 
political figures. If you get alarge number 
of signatures, arrange tor a public presen- 
talion to local or national office-holders 
or candidates, with the media invited to 
attend. 


O Hold a poster contest for peaple to 
draw/creaie untideaft posters. Hold an 
exhibit of all the entries, invite viewers lo 
vote for thei favorite, and then have that 
poster printed. Investigate renting a bill- 
board or other advertising space for the 
WINnIng poster, 
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CO Hold an essay contest, perhaps in alo- 
cal nigh school, on the reasons why there 
should not be a draft. Publicly announce 
the contest, the selection of winners, and 
the reading (in the media and at Meetings) 
of the winners. 


G Create a mobile antidraft exhibit, in- 
cluding photos and materials onthe draft, 
its relation to past and future wars, and its 
relation to militarism. Display the exhibit 
publicly during antidralt week —in librar- 
ies, churches, shopping mails, and other 
places where it will be seen by peaple. 
Have knowledgeable spokespeople with 
the exhibit. 


GO An exhibit could be the beginning of 
an antidratt resource center that would 
collect and make available books, period- 
icals, leailets, films, etc. in your communt- 
ty during and after Antidratt Week. Your 
library of Community center May be will- 
ing to accept such a collection or display. 
Contact CARD if you need suggestions or 
assistance in finding available materials. 


OC A Aouse-meeting or party can be an 
informal way to get asmail group of peo- 
ple together to talk about the dratt and to 
get to know each other better. 


Mass Events 


O Public meetings can inform large num- 
bers of peaple in your community about 
the draft. There are a variety of formats 
that can be used: debates, forums, teach- 
ins, public hearings, panel discussions, 
theater presentations, using audio-visual 
resources, music, etc. Each has its own 
good and bad points so try !o structure a 
program that will best fit the audtence you 
are trying to reach. A debate may be bet- 
ter when you wantto attract peaple inter- 
ested in the subject but not yet commiut- 
ted, a “hearing” can be used to hear 
about the experiences ot Vietnam veter- 
ans and resisters, music and audio-visuals 
may be of more interest to some people 
than speeches. Decide on the audience 
you want to reach, the type of program 
you want to hold, and then divide the 
tasks within your group. 


OC Demonstrations get visibility for a local 
group and make opposition !o the draft 
more visible to the public and the media. 
Putsome thought into picking an approp- 
riate tactic (picket-line, march, rally) and 
an appropriate location (post office, pre- 
sidential or congressional campaign head- 
quarters, Federal budding, local recrunt- 
ing office). If you are not tamiliar with 
locallaws regarding demonstrations, con- 
tact a local ollice of the National Lawvers 
Guild of the American Civil Liberties Un- 
10n for information on perinits. As with 
organizing a mevune, divide the neces- 
sary tusks within the group to insure that 
all are done. 
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Organizations 


Laions, churches, PTAs. civic groups, 
neighborhood groups—any group ol peo- 
pie you know or belony to—can provide 
opportunities to work against the draft. 


© Have articles on the drait printed in 
newsletters, included in membership mail- 
ings, used as inserts in church builleuns. 


O Have the group adopt a resolution op- 
posing the dratt. Ifit does, puolicize thisin 
the media and to other groups. 


OC Invite speakersto a groun mecting, en- 
courage the pastors of churches [fo give 
sermonsonthe draft and issues ol war and 
peace. 


© if the the group has a socal or political 
action committee, urge it to become part 
of a local anti-draft coalition tor events 
during Antidraft Week and in the tuture. 











Cainpaign cvents 


The tact that this is an clection year pro- 
vides niany opportunities for reaching the 
public and confronting elected ofticials 
/candidales with the issue of the dratt. 


QO Candidates should be asked questions 
about their positions at every public meet- 
ing of press conference they hold. 


QO Publicize cundidate’s positions with 
your comments or criticisms. Letthe can- 
didates know that there is real grassroots 
opposition to the dratt and that they 
should adopt and publicize a position of 
opposition. 


O Both the Democratic and Republican 
Parties adopted a position against a peace- 
time draft at their convention this sum- 
mer—make sure local candidates know 
that. 


ORDER To PRolecT \ 
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Media 


The goalin working with the media isto 
make sure the antidratt message vets to 
many more people than could ever be 
reached by leatiets or forums. 


O Use community calendars of public 
service announcements to publicize your 
meetings, forums, demonstrations, etc. 


© Get on local radio and TV talk shows. 
Many of these are anxious for guests, es- 
pecially on controversial topics that will 
make an interesting show. 


O Respond to events or pro-dralt news 
with jetters to the editor. Don't forget to 
include university and high school pup- 
ers, church papers and magazines, union 
publications, service organization news- 
letters. Allof these provide opportunities 
to reach certain groups of people. 


CO Meet withthe editors of local papers or 
the station managers of radio and TV sta- 
ttons to provide them with background 
information on the issue and your plans. 
This may lead to more comprehensive 
coverage of your activities, as they will 
know the group represents a “real” 
constituency. 


© Use press releases to inform the media 
of your events and press conferences to 
announce an event, to release a resistance 
support statement, to let people know of 
the formation of a local coalition. After a 
press conference, follow-up with the re- 
porters who attend in order to build a 
working relationship. 


High School Students 


The registration week in jinuary and 
the proposed beginning ot continuous 
registration will attect younwer men than 
the 1980 registration. Many ot (nose re- 
quired to register next year are now in 
high school. It 1s important to reach high 
school students with dratt information. 


© Contact sympathetic teachers They 
may be able to invite speakers (o classes or 
assemblies. 


O Leaflet at schools or places where stu- 
dents spend time on evenings and 
weekends. 


© Provide resource materral to teachers, 
guidance counselors, libraries and stu- 
dent organizations. 


Now It’s Up to You 


We hope this guide has provided useful 
ideas. As we said at the beginning, 1981 
will be a year of intensified struimgle as 
registration resumes and the threat of a 
renewed draft becomes real. Tne activi- 
ties your group plans and carries oul dur- 
ing National Antidraft Week can De a way 
(o strengthen and expand in oraer to deal 
with what will happen next year 

Let us know what you're planning, let us 
know if there is any way we can oe help- 
ful, and after the Week please send us a 
report and any news clippings about your 
activity. Good luck to our collective 
efforts. 

The CARD Staff 


Veterans Taskforce Formed 





On May 31st of this year ata conference 
in Washington, OC, a resofution pro- 
posed by the veterans workshop calling 
for the formation of a Veterans Tusk Force 
within CARD was unanimously passed. 
The purpose of the Task Force would be 
(o develop a network of Vietnam era vet- 
erans who are opposed to the draft. Such 
a network would encourage veterans to 
speak at neighborhood meetings, address 
high school and colleye classes, partici- 
pate in anti-dratt rallies, ete. 

The importance of Vietnam era veter- 
ans publically working against the draft 
cannot be overemphasized. The exper- 
rence of ourselves and other veterans, 
both during and since the Vietnam war 
are a critical link to minority and white 
working-class people who have tradition- 
ally borne the brunt of military service 
and will do so in the future. The organiz- 
ing of these groups in opposition to the 
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draft can make the difference between a 
move toward or away from another war of 
American intervenuion. 8ecause veterans 
come predominantly fram these two 
groups, their natural credibility of ‘one 
who has been there’ is a crucial element 
in convincing folks that opposition to the 
draft and another war is in thesr political 
and econoniic interest. 

What we are seeking 1s your assistance 
in reaching out to those veterans and 
yeterans groups who would be interested 
in becoming part of this task force Please 
send the names and addresses ot those 
individuals and groups to us al 2545 Brown 
Street, Philadelphia PA 19130 

Thanks tor your assistance and cuopera- 
tion in building a stronger antdratt 
movement. 


—Ken Camphell 
Lee Meyrownz 
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LVO REGISTRATION 
INO DRAFT 
IO ISTERVSITTIO” 
IO WAR 


Jimmy Carter’s plan to register young men for the draft has failed. 
Hundreds of thousands of 19 and 20 year olds refused to sign up. Ye 
support this resistance and opnose the government’s continuing plans 
for military adventurism. During National Antidraft Week—in our 
communities, our schools, our workplaces, and our churches—we will 
stand up to oppose registration, the dratt, and preparations for war. 


Mavional 
4 ‘<- TINE 
Amsiciras VWWeeix 


Cotcicer 12-18, 19EC 


Committee Against Registration andthe Draft Yor local information: 
245 Second St, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202/847-4340 
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Protests 


from paye 4 


police and reyistrants... person arrested 
after he refused toleave a post office win- 
dow where he was filling out registration 
forms saying he didn't wanthis childrento 
register for war... free weekend show- 
ings of “Hearts and Minds” at local 
theater. 


Wisconsin 


Madison: 7/21 rally of 500 people... 
picket and sit-in at post office... oneman 
burned registration formduring rally... 6 
post offices covered by leatletters during 
two weeks. 


Minnesota 


Minneapolis-St. Paul: 7/21 rally of 400 
people followed by picket-lines at post 
offices. 


lowa 


Davenport: one person arrested for sit- 
ting on top of table with registration 
forms. 

Ames: public release of statement 
signed by 35 persons pledging aid to 
resisters. 

Des Moines: demonstration at main 
post office where four men burned regis- 
tration forms after completing them.. 
statewide resistance group formed with 
centers in 5 cities. 


Kansas 


Lawrence: protestors stood at a down- 
town post office hofding an open coffin 
and sign, “Register for Death.” 


Missouri 


Kansas City: rally at main post office 
with 200 people ... 4 women chained 
themselves to registration counter inside 
post office... 6 post otfices covered by 
leafletiers during two weeks, 20 others 
had information placed inside... 8/1 
concert against registration. 

St. Louts: 7/21 picketline and leafletring 
outside main post office... counselling 
and leafletting at several post offices dur- 
ing two weeks... 8/2 march and rally in 
local park. 

Warrensburg: information table in lob- 
by of post office... group reports hostility 
from townspeople, but success in con- 
tracts with registrants, 


Other actions inthe Midwestincluded: . 


Ohio: Akron. Toledo 

Michigan: Plymouth, Ypsilanti, Kalama- 
200, Lansing. East Lansing 

Wisconsin: Green Bay, Mifwaukee 

lowa: Decorah, Dubuque, Sioux City, 
Waterloo 

Kansas: Kansas City 


California 


Berkeley: 7/21 demonsiration and lea- 
fleting ... two arrested for demanding 
forms to regisier against the draft and ref- 
using to leave post office when told there 
was no Official form tor that. 

Los Angeles: rafly and picket of 300 
people at Federal Building . . . skits at 
Venice post oftice ... demonstrations at 
UCLA... pickets at post offices in East Los 
Angeles... pickets and leafletting at many 
other post offices in area. 

Santa Cruz: 100 ‘Register Against the 
Draft’ cards collected by WILPF .. anu- 
draft posters placed as advertising in city 
buses until removed by local ollicials. 

San Diego: open letter sent to postal 
workers...7/21 picket line of 300 people 
... other demonstrations on 7/25 and 8/1 
... leafletting at 36 area post offices during 
(wo weeks. 

Sacramento: candlelight vigil at main 
post office the night before registration 
began...leafletting at 18 area post otfices 
with good locaf TV and newspaper cover- 
age... counselling center set up across 
trom State Capuiol. 

Saa Francisco: 7/19 demonstration and 
press conference... 7/21 demonstration 
of 200 people... 2 arrested for chaining 
themselves to the doors of Mission Street 
Post Office... leatletting, counselling and 
legal assistance (throughout the two weeks. 


West 


Colorado 
Denver: mailing list of 19 and 20 year 
old men in state purchased from state 


driver's license bureau and leer from 
American Friends Service Commitiee and 
Vieinam Veterans Against (Ne War sent 
lealleiting at 1$ area post offices during 
two weeks. 


Oregon 

Ashland: picket lines and Jeaflettung 
throughout the (wo weeks. ._— evening 
counselling sessions. 

Eugene: 200 rally at main post oltice. 

Portland: 7/19 march and rafly of 600 
people. 


Washington 

Seartle: 7/21 picket line of 300 people at 
downtown post office featletting 
throughout the two weeks... three edu- 
cational forums held. 


Hawaii 
Honolulu: 7/21 demonstration and leaft- 
letting at post office... counvseliing ses- 


sions three days a week .. 23 people 
publicly released “Cali to Orait Resist- 
ance”... tape cassette and transcripton 
registration placed in pubiic libraries. 


Other places with anti-registration ac- 
tivities in the western part of Ihe country 
included: 


Montana: Billings 

New Mexico: Albuquerque 

Arizona: Flagstaff 

California: San Mateo, Palo Alto, Oak- 
land, Marin County, Corvallis, salem 

Washington: Bellingham 

Alaska: Anchorage 

Hawaii: Hilo 





How Many 


from page 1 


en. In many parts of the country there 
were registrations by Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck, in some piaces contests 
were held to see who could register the 
most times under the most different 
names. When these registration forms are 
removed, the total count wiff be lower. 


e The number of eligible registrants 
used by the SSS is too low. “‘Illegal’’ aliens 
in the U.S., residents ot Puerto Rico and 
Americans living abroad were not in- 
cluded. In addition, the eligible number 
was calculated from U.S. Census figures— 


Berry's World 





“About your drait regitration catrd—how can 
we be sure your nome ia ‘Jimmy Cased t" 


which notoriously undercount minori- 
ties, people living in urban areas and 
young peopie. 


@ tn the month since registration, a 
number of journalists have conducted de- 
tailed statistical surveys of a variety of cit- 
tes and found non-registration rates rang- 
ing from 10 to 30 percent. 


@ Finally, even if one does accept the 
SSS figures as valid, it still leaves over 
250.000 young men who cid not register. 
This 1s considerably higner ‘than the 98% 
compliance rate the $SS has been claim- 
ing all year. In other words, the $55 sdmit- 
ted that their program was a failure; we 
can claim it as a victory for the antidraft 
movement. 

For purposes of comparison with the 
$SS announced compliance rate of 93%, 
listed below are numbers of interes! from 
various places around the couniry as re- 
ported in various news media Atlanta 
GA—56% compliance, Richmond VA— 
75%, Greater Boston—70''5, Creater Daf- 
las—87%, San Diego County CA—40%, 
Greater Seattle—78%,, St. Louis MO— 
78%, Greater Baltimore MD 63's, Great- 
er Kansas City MO—-73'%. Middle Tennes- 
see—68%, Chicago iL —66 ». 
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actory iAntidratt Grouns 


Directory of Loca 


This is not a complete fist—there are 
over 400 croups—but a compilation of 
groups from cach state who are the most 
active at this ume. 


Mobile CARD, Hox. 6414, Mobile, AL 36606 

Students for Peace, 6 Glen Iris Pl, Bir- 
mingham, Al 35205 

Arizona CARD, 1429 N, First St., Phoenix, 
AZ 85004. 

Flagstatf CARD, Box 1889, Flagstaff, AZ 
86002 

Draft info Center, 715.N. Park, Tucson, AZ 
8$719 

ACLU, Box 2632, Litthe Rock, AR 72203 

SCARED, Rt. 8, Box 188, Fayetteville, AR 
72701 

SCA CARD, 633 S., Shatto Pl, Los Angeles, 
CA 90005 

RTD, 607-C Westminster Ave., Venice, CA 
90291 

San Diego CARD, Box 15195, San Diego, 
CA 92115 

Ventura Co CAD, Box 392, Pt. Hueneme, 
CA 93401 

Citn to Stop the Draft, Box 1380S, UCSB, 
Santa 8, CA 93107 

Fresno CARD, 80x 864, Fresno, CA 93714 

People Against the Draft, 318 Pope St., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Bay Area Network, 85 Carl St., San Francis- 
co, CA 94117 

People for Peace, 8N. Rafael Rd., San Ra- 
fael, CA 94903 

Santa Cruz PAD, Box 2324, Santa Cruz,CA 
9$063 

San Jose Peace Center, 300 S. 10th St., San 
Jose, CA 98112 

Peace Center, 1917-A 16th St. Sacramento, 
CA 98814 

Anti- Oraft Clin, 12885 Jones Bar Rd., Nev- 
ada City, CA 959589 

AFSC, 1428 Lafayette, Denver, CO 80218 

CAD, 267 Princeton St., Hartford, CT 
06106 

Peace fd & Action, 64 Edgewood Ave., 
New Haven, CT 06$11 

Committee of Conscience. 617 Cooke St, 
Waterbury, CT 06710 

Pacem in Terris, 1106 N. Adams St., Wil- 
mington, OE 19801 

DE Draft info Ctr., Box 4684, Newark, DE 
19711 

WACARD, 2111 Decatur Pl, NW, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20008 

CAD, 8ox 13028, Gainesville, Fl 32004 

Peace Fellowship, 80x 2763, Jacksonville, 
FL 32203 

CAD, 8ox 2523, Orlando, FL 32802 

AFSC, 1205 Sunset Dr., 8, Miama, Fi. 33143 

AFSC, 130 19th Ave., SE, St. Petersburg, FL 
33705 

Atlanta CARD, 528 W. College Ave., De- 
catur, GA 30030 

Georgians Ayainst Draft, 1384 Fairview 
Rd. Atlantis, CA 30306 
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H! CARD, 2826 Oahu Ave., Honolulu, Hi 
96822 

ACLU, Richards, 104'2 §. Capito! Bivd., 
Boise, ID 83702 

LEX-CARD, 80x 718, Univ. Sta. U. Ky., Lex- 
ington, KY 40506 

ACCORD, 14 Ruosevelt Ave., Waterville, 
ME 04901 

CARD, 24 Pierce St., Orno, ME 04473 

Maryland CARD, 317 € 25th St., Baltimore, 
MD 21218 

Chicago CARD, MidCARD, 53 W. Jack- 
son, Rm 801, Chicago, IL 60604 

PARD, 3435. Dearborn, #305, Chicago, it 
6060S 

DeKalb Alliance for Peace, 451 College, 
#8, DeKalb, It 60115 

Cmte to Stop Drait, 297 Illinois Union, 
Urbana, IL 61801 

MAD, 546558 Irish Way, South Bend, IN 
46637 

indiana CARD, 4850 N. College, Indiana- 
polis, IN 46205 

Dratt Opposition, Box E-659, Earlham Col- 
lege, Richmond, IN 47374 

FOR, Box 25, North Manchester, IN 46962 

BAD, MRC, Box 103, 1U, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

Ft. Wayne CARD, 3305 Central Dr, Ft. 
Wayne, IN 46806 

Taskforce Against Conscription, 4211 Grand 
Ave., Des Moines, IN 50312 

Ames CARD, 8ox 245, Ames, |A 50010 

Dubuque CARD, 809 Dodge, Dubuque, 
1A 52001 

Johnson Co CARD. Box 924, lowa City, IA 
$2244 

Quad Cities CARD, 1909 Jersey Ridge Rd., 
Davenport, !A 52803 

Kansas Anti-Oraft Org, 110-8 Kansas Un- 
lon, Lawrence, KS 6604S 

Kansans for Peace/Justice, 2606 E 48th N, 
Wichita, KS 67219 

NO CARD, 916 Si. Andrews St., New Or- 
leans, LA 70130 

BAARD, 11 Gartcien St., Cambridge, MA 
02138 

Worchester CARD, 339 Main St., Wor- 
chester, MA 01068 

CORD, 3 Langworthy Rd. Northampton, 
NIA 01060 

Stop the Draft Comte., 175 Wendell Ave., 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Detroit CARD, 683 Prentice, #4-C, Detroit, 
MI 48201 

Washtenaw Co. CARD, 100S Crant, Ypsi- 
lantt, Mi 48197 

Tri-CARD, 2219 Marshall Ct., Saginaw, Mi 
48602 

PIRGIM, 22 Student Srvcs Bldg., MSU, E. 
Lansing, Mi! 48624 

SCAD, Box 287, Ofc Stcdlat Actvs, Kalama- 
700, Mi! 49008 

Minnesota CARD), 628 Central Ave., Min- 
neaupolis, MN 55414 
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Twin Cities Stop the Dratt, Box 14529, Un- 
iv, Sta. Wlina., MIN 35414 

Ouluth CARD, Star Rte Box 146-8. Al- 
borin, MN $5702 

PAM, Hobson Mem lL nian, BSL Bemidji, 
MN 56601 

ACLU, 513. N, State St. Jacason., 4h 39201 

St. Louis CARD, 438 N Skinker, St Louns, 
MO 63130 

Greater KC Cmte, 3930 Lucust 
City, MO 64110 

Columbia Draft Info. 1507 Windsor. Co- 
lumoia. VIO 65201 

Peace Advocates, 2419 Ash. Billings, MT 
§9101 

Nebraskans tor Peace, 4450 $ loth St, Lin- 
coln, NE 68608 

ACLU, 400 W. Jackson Ave 
gas, NV 89106 

NH-CARD, 11 South Stair Se. Concord, 
NH 03301 

Upper Valley CARD. Box 264 Ilanover, 
NH 03755 

N} CARD, 324 Bloomneid Ave... Muontclat, 
NJ 07042 

S. Jersey Coalition, 1192 Nelson Ave., 
Mays Landing, N] 08330 

Draft into Srvc, 106 Girard y&, =121-C. Al- 
buquerque, NM 87 106 

NY MAD, 853 Broadway. #h17, 
10003 

Coalition Against Conscription. 135 W 4th 
St. NYC, NY 10012 

WESPAC, 255 Grove St.. White Plains, NY 
10601 

Mothers and Others Against Dratt, 6 Ca- 
rey Rd., Great Neck NY 1102! 

Albany Peace Coalition. 727 \tadison, Al- 
bany, NY 12208 

AFSC, 821 Euclid Ave., Svracuse, NY 13210 

Buffalo CARD, 440 Leroy Ave . Bultulo. NY 
14215 

ithaca Peace Council, 140 \W 
Ithaca, NY 14880 

Peace & Justice Center, 713 Nionrce Ave, 
Rochester, NY 14607 

WRL-SE, 604 W. Chappel Hill St. 
NC 27701 


Kansas 


3202 Las Ve- 


NVC. NY 


Stute StL, 


Oulharn, 


Greenville Peace Center, 610 Elm St 50, 
Greenville, NC 27834 
WRL-SE, 108 Purefoy Rd... Chapel till. NC 


27514 

ACLU, Box $502, Univ. Sta. Fargo, NO 
$8105 

Toledo CARD, 410 Victoria PI. toledo, 
Oli 43610 

Akron CARD, 475 Market St.. Akron. OH 
$4303 

Greater Dayton CARD, 915 Salem. Dayton 
$5406 

Cleveland CARD, Box 190, FC 301. CSU, 
2121 Cuclid, Cleveland, Ott 34115 

People for Peace, 168 N Calleve St, 
Athens, Olf 45701 





Ant-Dratt Cainpaign, 148 W Weber St. 
Columbus, Ol! 43202 

ACLU voi Oltiu. 417 Oak St., #102, Cincin- 
nati. Ol 45219 

OCAIWVR, 138°: 
7 3069 

Center for Peace/Justice, 2839 £. Sth St, 
Tulsa, OK 74104 

OCAD, 215 SE Y¥th. Jed tl. Portland, OR 
97214 

CORD, 1314 kincaid, Eugene, Or 97403 

SORD 265 19th St. SE. Sulem, OR 97301 

§. OR Stop Oral! Commitee, 215 Sherman 
St., Ashlund. OR 97520 

Pittsburgh CARD). 4401 Sth Ave., Pitts- 
duren, PA 15213 

LEPOCO,. 55 Stain St., Bethlehem, PA 
18013 i 

WILPF, 1213 Race St, Philadelphia, PA 
19.107 

NW PA CARD, 219 Student Union, £SC, 
Edinboro, PA 16444 

RICARD, 2 Stumson Ave., Providence, R! 
02906 

ACLU, Box 362, Vermillion, SD 57069 

ACLU, Box 95, Sioux Fails. $D $7101 

Nashville CAO, Box 120574. Nashville, TN 
37212 

Austin C\RO, 4600 Ave. B, Austin, TX 
78751 

San Antonio CARD, Box 12831, San Anto- 
nio, TX 73212 


Eutauula, Norman, OK 


aoa ae ee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee oe 


City, State, Zip 





Heres O$10 O$25 O$100 QO other 
Iwill pledge $ per month. 

Name 

Address 





Utah CAD, 363 § 900 W, Salt Lake City, UT 
84104 

People Against Oratt, 15 Bruoks Ave., Bur- 
lington, VT 05301 

VCARD, 5 Kent St, Montpelier. VT 05602 

NVAIS, 1236 S. Taylor St., 8A, Arlington, 
VA 22204 

Central VA CARD. 1001 £. Main St., #710, 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Tidewater CARD, 2909 Pinewood Dr., VA 
Beach, VA 23452 

Plowshare Peace Center, Box 1623, Roa- 
noke, VA 24008 

New River CARD, Box 94, Newport, VA 
24128 

SCARD, 4001 9th NE. Seattle, WA 98102 

Olympia CARD, 1121 Cora SE. Lacey, WA 
98503 

SCAD, WWU., Viking Union 227, Bellingh- 
am, WA 98225 

Citizens Against Registrauon, Box 1163, 
Spokane, WA 99210 

Charleston CARD, 1105 Quarrier, Rm. 
226, Charleston. W VA 25304 

Morgantown CARD, 328 Stewart St., 23, 
Morgantown. W VA 26505 

Wise. Committee Against the Draft, UWM 
Union Box 82, 2200 £. Kenwood Blvd. 
Milwaukee, WW! 53201 

Madison CARD, 731 State St., Madison, 
MI 53703 

NAM, 8ox 238, Laramie, WY 82070 


We Need Your Help 


in the one-and-one-half years of its existence, CARD has responded to thousands of requests from 
local groups and individuals. We are constantly answering questions about Selective Service, respond- 
ing to calls from concerned individuals and the press. Our printing and mailing costs, especially during 
the registration period, have been extraordinary; but the effort has been more than worthwhile! In 
order to continue this work we need your continued financial support. Please send whatever you can 
today or consider making a monthly pledge to CARD. Every dollar heips! 


Thank you in advance for your generosity. \We hope you will understand that we appreciate vour 
contribution but have limited time and resources to spend on individual thank you’s. 


ne 


COMMITTEE AGAINST 
REGISTRATION 


AND THE DRAFT 
245 Second Street, N.&. 


Washington, 0.C. 20002 
(202) 547-4340 


Legai Update 


Three days before the scheduled start 
of registration, a three-sudue Federal 
court in Philadelphia issued a ruling de- 
claring the Military Selective Service Act 
unconstituuonal because st did not in- 
clude women. The judges ordered that 
registration not go on as planned 

On Saturday, July 19. Supreme Court 
Justice William Brennan stared the order, 
allowing registration to proceed |hetul- 
ing of unconstitutionalily will nuve to be 
decided by the full Supreme Court, but 
stands 3s law for now 

The Supreme Court will decide m1 Oc- 
tober whether or notto nearine case tie 


does (which is virtuaily certain: argu- 
ments would probably be heard in De- 
cember or January with a decision 


following. 

Until the Supreme Court rules the sta- 
tus Of possible prosecutions lor non-regis- 
tration isunclear. The government insists it 
can and will enforce the law while const- 
tutional experts find that highly 
questionable. 

In another case, the Selective Service 
requirement that registrants provide their 
Social Security nuMber will be challenged 
in a D.C. Federal Court in October or 
November. 


os op omy a oes Om ee a es es es os om oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe odd 
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The Committee Against Registration and the Draft 





... was founded tn 1979 in response to the growing drive 
in the government to bring back the dratt. CARD is a 
coalitton of 54 national organizations opposed to the 
draft and draft registratton, working togetner to educate 
the public about this important issue. More than 400 
local anti-draft coalitions in all 50 states cooperate with 
CARD. 


American Civil Liberties Union 

Americans for Democratic Action 

American Friends Service Cominittee 

Association of Libertarian Feminists 

Catholic Peace Fellowship 

Center for National Security Studies 

Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 

Church of the Brethren, Washington Otfice 

Citizen Soldier 

Clergy & Latty Concerned 

Coalinion of Independent College and University Students 

Cominittee on Militarism in Education 

Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee, Youth Section 

Division of Homeland Ministries, The Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

Fellowship of Reconcilliation 

Friends Committee on National Legislation 

Friends of the Filipino People 

Friends Peace Committee 

Gray Panthers 

Jewish Peace Fellowship 

Libertarian Party 

Mennonite Central Committee, Peace Section (US) 


National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression 

National Antidraft Network of Youth Aguinst \Woe aod Fascism 

Natuonal Council Against Compulsory Service 

National Emergency Civil Liberties Committee 

National Interreligious Service Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 

National Lawyers Guild 

National Resistance Committee 

National Taxpayers Union 

National Youth Work Alliance 

New American Movement 

Philadelphia Workers Organizing Committee 

Resist 

SANE 

Socialist Party, USA 

Society for Individual Liberty 

Students for a Libertarian Society 

Taskforce on Recruitment and Mulitarism 

Unitarian-Universalist Association 

United Church of Christ. Ottice tor Church in societ, 

United Presbyterian Church USA, Program Ayencs 

U.S. Peace Council 

United States Student Associgtion 

Veterans Education Project 

Vietnam Veterans Against War 

War Resisters League 

Washington Peace Center 

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 

Women Strike for Peace 

Women USA 

Young Libertarian Alliance 

Young Socialist Alliance 


Committee Against 
Registration and the Draft 
245 Second Street N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 


First-Class 
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